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(EDITOR'S NOTE: Charles
Black, Engurer  anilitary

camp’s palrols which uncov-
ered the original warning of
Communist intent by killing a

Charles Bilack Reports

Crazy Horse Stalls Planned Offensive

Norion Ciies Problems
Norton underscored the dif-
ficulties of the opening round¢

# fi

Cong Regiment was to mask !

the actions of the 33rd. !
To build up the Viet Cong

FIRST CAVALRY,
400 REDS CLASH

writer, ix s Nem. report- i i A
ing on artizities of the lst mortar survey officer from of the fighting.  regiment, i - .
Cavalry Duossiom.) the Viet Cong regiment and  “There was a combination Nefﬂh B\}iet::amg ;‘;f;’l':ref ! '"
e capturing his documents. Spe- of a very few good 1anding survivars of the defeats suf:
cial Forces advisers at tbe  zones, firepower and aiF sUD- fered by Communisls around

By CHARLES BLACK
Enquirer Military Writer

AN KHE — Operation Crary
Horse was left behind by the
First Air Cavalry Division on
June 5 with field enmmanders’
Teports verilying the effect of
the 20-day offensive on Com-
munist forces which had been
committed on western
flank of the Red monscon of-
fensive.

The Communists left 307
bodics on the field while
friendly forces’ deaths were
light for the over-zll cam-

aign. I

The First Air Cavalry Di
vision was siready in the field
on the esstern wing of the
battle for the central mgh-
lands. There its Second Bri-
gade, the First Brigade, 101st
Airborne Division and Third
Brigade, 25th Infantry Divis-
jon were ranged to the west
2nd north of Pleiku. The units
were stationed lgyco;:auer 32:;-
pected thrusts A
a3rd, 66th and 24th North Viei-
namese regiments, The forces
were east of An Khe
shifting into the west, where

camp were down to half-
strength because of casualties
te green beret specialists suf-
feved leading their irregulars
into combat during the 20
days of fighting in the moun-
tans around their base,
Cav Losses Light

First Air Cavalry losses
were light wheén the over-all
number of men involved was
congidered — bul person-
ality nf Operation Crazy Horse
was one of particularly vio-
lent, small unit actions and
some units had moderate or
heavy casualties in the indi-
vidual actions.

The Air Cavalrymen, in the
final analysis, cnunf.ed’ half a
dozen enemy bodies for ev-
ery one of their fallen com-
rades and the destruction of
Communists trapped in nar-
row canyons and aleng jungle

-trails and battered by bombs,

rockets and artillery, is be-
lieved lo have been exireme-
Jy heavy. Those casualties —
incurred by B52 raids, 20,000
rounds of shells and rockets,
and daily attacks by jet fight-
er-bombers — are estimated

port_available to us, which
convinced us that if we main-
tained contact for the first few
days we could punish the en-
emy by massive use of fire-
power. Our recourse then
would be to build more land-
ing zomes on ridges. With our
ability to nlways keep two
companies back to back on
211 of pur perimeters at night,
these considerations all argu-
ed in favor of taking the risk
of being forced to fight af
close quarters. We expected a
hard fight and expected to de-
stroy a large number of the
enemy. It was a calcul
risk, 28 is all combat,” Gen,
Norton said.

The clese quarier combal
raged in exactly the mannei
the division commander and
Brig. Gen. John Wright, as-
sistant division commander
and the field tactical repre:
sentative of division headquar-
ters, had expected and pre-
pared for. Col. John J. (Big
Thunderbolt) Hennessey n’;:n!
his First Brigade parairoop-
erg into the thickly jungled
mountains guickly and ther
fed in additional battalions as

Bong Son since February, and ,{
a hattalion of Northern regu-
lars. The regiment had as-
sumed the name of the “Song .’
Ba Regiment,” aiter the riv- |’
er which runs through the .
Vinh Tinh Valley which they '!
{:ﬂed ta sieze from allied con- ';
The campaign now under- ;'
way in the west, “Operation
Paul Revere” was opened by |
the 25th Infantry Division’s
Third Brigade on May 27 in '
a battle which completed the
destruction of the 18th North
Vietamese Regiment, based
in Cambodia, as an effective
combat unil, The regiment |
gad :nni:os men lo the Air
avalry in April and left 236
bodies bl‘-hﬁndm:ﬂer a raid on
2 Special Forces outpost, aim-
ed at drawing pressure off the
trapped Viet Cong east of
here. It wes turned into a
debzcle by two hard-fighting
companies of the Third Bri-

gade.

Intelligence gained from pri-
soners and agents
alerted the Field Forces Viet

Nam I headquarters at Nhba
Trang, commanded by Maj.
Gen. Ha

ALONG COAST

U.S. Forces Blasting
Dug-In North Viet
Namese With Artil-
lery, Air Strikes

From Post-Dispsteh Wi Serviess

SAIGON, South Viet Nam,
June 24—United States helicop-
ter - borre cavalrymen clashed
today with a large Communist
force in & fresh flare-up of fight-
Ing in the coastal hille 240 miles
northeast of Saigom.

1L.S. military headquarters re-
ported heavy confact between
umits of the Firet Cavalry Divi-
sion and abeut 400 Nerth Viet
Namese. regulars 13 miles north
of Tuy Hoa.

The cavalrymen blasted the
Communists out of their dug-in
positions with artillery and mir
strikes. The fighting was part of
the six-day-old Operation Nathan
Hale, The Reds have lost 37T
killed, a U.S. spokesman said,

Reds Reinforeed

the campaign is called “Op- 4t being many more than the ihe fighting went on. W. 0. Kinna 5
eration l?:ul Revere.” ;"!?Y dead &m“dmr e In a series of encounters be- ang bruuigt a ‘quick canc;i (AP) Wirtshets The cavalrymen thought at
antrymen on the grot tween small American unita TOMMY COLE TENDED HURT CAVALRYMEN first they were hitting a dug-in

A First Air Cavalry spokes-
man here summarized the im-
mediate tactical ~ effects of
Crazy Horse as having ac-
complished these things:

“1. It put the 2nd Viet Cong

ent out of action with at

least 40 per cent losses, leas

of ils rear services and head-

quarlers area, and disintegra-

‘tion of its guerrilla support
units.

7, It stopped a planned ai-
tack on the Dinh Binh Spe-
cial Forces camp, a planned
ambush of First Cavalry re-
lief, and a diversisnary raid
on our base at An Kke before
the enemy got started.

“3. It forced lhe survivors
of the 2znd Regiment fo flee
fo the area of another Viet
Cong unit which puts a heavy
strain on a creaky supply sys-
tem and is a hard morale blow
to the entire apparatys in the
area northwest of the Crazy
Horse zone.

114, 1t destroyed all supplies
and base facilities in an area
never searched before and
compromised the entire trail
system used by the Commimn-
ists in this srea.

s, It ruined the over-all
Communist aim of engaging
and tying down First Air Ca-
valry forces lo keep them
from being commilted Lo fight-
ing in the west where the en-
emy had planned a coerdin-
ated cffensive in the Kon Tum-
Dak To-Pleku areas.’

The ROK soldiers, elite
troops chosen for this firsti
commitment of Korean sold-
Jers om foreign soll in recent
world history, proved sensa--
tionelly effective in the few
daya they spent sweeping the
south of the battle area at the
eclose of the operation. They
accounted for 91 enemy dead
in a two-company action which
involved a eamplicated night
maneuver by one of the com-
panies, under heavy fire, in
thick jungle, on Jume 3-4.
Their losses were light. One
battalien had been engaged in
the fight.

A representative battalion
from the 22nd Vietnamese
Army Divislon which had Jight
contacis north of Phu Cat,
swept and blocked one arc of
the trap. It never figured bea-
vily in the campaign and left
several days before the end
of the operations.

(Most regular Vietnamete i

troops in the TI Corps area
are involved in providing sec-
urity for variens headquarters
and go into the field mainly
for masasive road clearing pro-
jects for occasional truck
convoys from the ¢oast to out-
lying headquartters, or in ‘re-
Jief of ocutposts er headquart-
ers under atfack from Com-
munist forees.)

"The campaign was cailed an
attack ian which the First Air
Cavalry Division “applied the
total techniques of air mobil

and the Viet Cong, the enemy
broke, split inlo small units

tretion of U. S, brigades inlo
the areas where the Commun-
ist force intended to attack.

and ran for hiding and escape
routes. The sir mabile caval-
rymen immedistely
{rom the offensive slashes inlo
target areas to a ring of am-
bushes around the hattlefield.
(In ane sector of this ring,
for example, there were a io-
tal of 40 ambtshes of squad to
platoon Size with 2,000 Clay-
more mines waiting to be trip-
ped. Viet Cong [fell into the
traps in groups of as large
as 15 and were cut dewn night
after night along the jungle
trails they belizved secret and
Bafe,)
. The pumishing air raids, he}-
icopter patrois and artillery
barrages and the sweeping
ROK and CIDG wnils drove
the Viet Cong inlo the am-
bushes, The closing days of
the fighting saw the, scalter-
ed, Jost survivers coming in
Lo surrender.
Communist Plans.
' Norton said intelligence re-
ports had verified that the
entire  Communist  offen-
sive was planned — accord-
ing to supplies stockpiled —
to last until June 27. Other
seurees say the sirategy was
designed to hold the cavairy
\forces close to their own hase
:unill a coordinated attack by
several North Vietnamese reg-
/iments had achieved ils goals
.of overruning Dak To, a dis-
rict headquarters pear the La-
.otian border northwest of

shifted

Own Luck Han Out in Battle North of Saigon

Veteran Medic

Badly Wounded

After 10 montbs on the front
line aiding wounded of the lst
Cavalry Division, Army medic
Temmy Cole’s luck ran out last
week and it was his turn to
be muccored by a fellow corps-
man.

Cole, 21, of Pitlsburg, Kan,,

hed taken part in every major !

bsttle of the Ist Cavelry since
arriving In Viet Nam.

He was seriously wounded
near the hamlet of Dong Tre,
255 miles north of Saigon.

o e s

The Boston Globe—Wednesday,

June 22, 1956

company of ebout 120 Commu-
micis teday, but as they fought
their way up a hill they dis-
covered that the enemy had sent
In reinforcements.

Air zed artillery covered the
esemy position with napalm,
:gckl,etl, bombs and explosive

ells.

' 2000 Gls Outfox Cong, ﬁ:n_ Reds to Earth

!B: RICHARD M. GROWALD Division lroops near the South  day's
| Unlisd Prem Internstional |

| SA]GD.V. — US. Paratroop-!
ers and Air Cazvalrymen bai-

China Sea coast.

_The American brake out of:
the trap and U.S. generals,

fighting were from the
|3d brigade of the 1st Air Cav-
alry and the 101st Airborne's
Ist Brigade—the nutht which

tled between 400 and 800 Viet Bein jrouted a big V.
sensing the same battle pat-! a big Vietnamese frres
Con Tuesday. tern as in the Central Hlp:h-.g:m:h! éentul Highlands

At least 89 Viel Cong were lands batlle last week, poured;
reported killed as a 2000-man 778 1r00ps into "Operation’
American farce attacked the -2than Hale! about 240 miles
Communisis. The hatlle began "rth of Saigon.

Monday when the Viet Cong The reinforcements threw
tried to trap 10lst Ajrberne i€ Communist troops on the
defensive. A U.S. spokesman
T .said at last report the enemy
‘was fighling strongly from en-.
,Irenched, well-forttified posi-
lions,

The big jungle battle, above
Tuy Hoa in Phu Yen Province,
was only a few miles from the
\2rea where about 1500 Ameri.
can marines landed Saturday

in “Operaaion Deckhouse.”
American troans in Tues-

i?;n:nwgfml'l:\?:]. g:vlel;culteel:l:~ .;]g:u: i‘mlalil;kng Pleiku with a

by its commanding genera;l. ;and gai‘:vg l;law s;nn: f::ta]g"k:':

Maj. Gen. John Norton. tum, the headquarters of Kon-
lum province.

The blow by the 2nd Viet
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‘|Viet Nam, U. §. Air Force planes

GIs Battle Reds
/At Close Range |

SAIGON, Viet Nam (UPI) —
!IU.S. Ist Cavalry Division troops
«'Friday fought their way up a
rocky jungle ridge, attacked
‘la 400-man Communist batialion
and called in artillery and air
strikes for the kill,

range some_Americans were hit
by shrapnel from the bombs and
rockets blasting the dug-in ene-
my, .
The fighting was part of the|
6-day-pld Operation Nathan Hale
230 miles northesst of Saigon
which has killed- an estimated 634
Communis's and is far’from end-
ed.

In the same region, vastly oul-
numbered U. S. Cavalrymen re-
pelled a Communist .mortar at-
tack on a- fortified American|

troops sent heavy mortar shells
int¢ the U. S. outpost and crawled
through tall elephant grass to)

Fighting was at such close|

position, The North Vietnameseli

‘The Ballun Morning Ne

[ think we killed about 20 wﬂh[
small arms before the artillery
and air strikes took th

within 15 feet of the defen:
perimeter before withdrawing un-
der heavy fire, ,

d
B [ der Col

rigade , Hal
Meore of Bardstown, Ky., then|
ordered five baftalions '— about
4,000 men — inio the jungles to
chase the Reds.

IN AIp ACTION over North

ripped up a M{ruck convoy
while Navy pilots were attacking
Communist supply and communi-
cations facilitles near the coast.
American B5Z bombers at-
tacked a suspected Viet Cong di-
vision headquarters 40 miles
northeast of Qui Nhon — about
310 miles northeast of Saigon.
The B52 raid -cccurred while
Gen. William C. Westmoreland,
U.S. military commender in
Viet Nam, wes on Guam prais-
ing the Strategic Air Command’
pilots for a “fine’ job" in.carry-!
sgainst the Communists thou-
sands of miles away.

The American cavalrymen in
Operation Nethan Hele went into
battle Friday thinking they were
itting a dugtin company of about

North Vietnamese

120 regnlars,
As they fought their way up the
jungled ridge, however, they dis-

covered the Commumists had
brought in some 300 reinforce-
mednts. . | -

“I think we’ve got a batialion
in there,” said Capt. Michael
Kalla of Cleveland, Ohio, com-
mander of B Company, Znd Bat-
talicn, Tth Cavalry,

“WE GOT PAST their outposts,

and T personally counted 7 dead.

‘Woul

2 T .

M CHICAGO DAILY NEWS, Monday, June 27, 1966

GoHome? Col. Hal

COL. HAL MOORE

BY RAYMOND R. COFFEY
Daily News Foreign Service

DONG TRE, South' Viet
Nam,—Col, Hal Moore, the
1st Calvary (Air Mobil)) Di-
vision's Sunday punch, was due
to be rotated home to the Uni~
ted States Monday, His re-
placement already has arrived
and Moore has twice postponed
his departure, He didn’t make
it Monday, cither.

He wants to stick around
long enough to wind up one
last big fight against the thou-
sands of North Vietnamese
regulars who have infiltrated
South Viet Nam's vital central

Moore, commander of “the
1st Cavalry's 3d Brigade, is

directing Operation Natha
Hale in which cavalrymen am
paratroopers from the 10ls
Airbore Division have killed

" about 400 of the enemy in a
week.

“T hope 1o stey until this
(operstion) is over,” Moore
said as he helicoptered in to in-
spect 8 battlefield on which
more than 100 North Vietnam-
ese lay dead. “1 hope they doo't

- send me home before the fight
is ever.” , :
- THAT IS a hope the enemy,

" who have nicknamed their
nemesis “Yellow Hair,” surely
do not share. =

When it comes to destreying
the enemy, Moore has a record
unmatehed by any other U.S.

Men of the U.S. Ist Air Cavalry Division lay
down heavy fire concentration: in & village near

battalion or brigade command-
er in Viet Nam.

The tall, fair-haired, 43-
year-old West Pointer from
Bardstown, Ky., scored his first
big victory last November as a
battalion commander in the la
Drang Valley. fighting, still the

. biggest battle of the war.

A week later he was pro-
moted to colonel and ‘given
command of the 3d Brigade.

Since fa Drang, the 1st Cev-
alry has killed something like-
4,500 enemy, and troops un-
der Moore's command have ac-
counted for at Jeast 3,200 of
those.

MOORE’S success is 4 com-
pound of many ingredients.
‘For one thing, he's an imag-

inative tactician. He is credited,
for example, with development
of the 1t Calvary’s so-called
“hunter - killer" technique in
which small réconnaissance
units are put down by heli-
|copter to hunt out and serve
as a kind of bait for enemy
forces.

They have just enough fire-
power &nd -armed helicopter
support to hold on and keep
the enemy engaged until a

_ larger force—standing by their
heli on alert—can be
lifted in to destroy the enemy.

But the key to Moore's sue-
cess, some people in the di-
vision say, is that he views his
mission singly and simply as
killing enemy trocpe.

Some other commanders, €x-
perienced in other vears, tend
to think in terms of cutting
enemy supply limes, capturing
his caches oi rice, destroying
base camps, forcing the enemy
to fall back from some objec-
tive or oiher.

Eut there arg no real geo-
graphic objectives in this war,
no territory to be taken and
occupied. And Moore, the peo-
ple avound Eim say, figures the
only real way to win is to wipe
out the eaemy.

LAST WEEK when 4 Noith
Vietnamese company com-
mander made the mistake of
frontally attacking two US.
companizs near here and got
wiped out: Moore was elated.

“It's great when they attack
us for a change,” le said,
“That way we're able to kill
more of them.”

All week long the Ameri-
cans taking part in Operation’
Nathan Hale had spectacular
success in carrying out the
objective as Moore sees it.

Even more cncouraging was
the extremely lifht casualty ra-
tio the Americans were suffer-
ing, Security ground rules pro-
hibit reporting specific figures
for ic engagements, But,
for' example, in three separate
clashes this week the Ameri-
cans under Moore's command
killed a 1otal of more than 170
enemy while losing 10 men
themselves.

Moore’s success has not

Dong Tre as

d Rather Kill Reds

made him a swaggerer or a
man hard to get along with.
His troops swear by him. He
is, of course, aware of the rep-
utation he has made and con-
scious of the attention be has
gotten.

Referring to Moore's post-
ponement of his rotation, one
man said, “He wants to have
one mere big fight, then get
right on the plane and get off
at Clark (2 Phillippine stop-
over point on the way home)
still in his fatigues and ask
them, “Where can I wash off
the mud and bload?' ™ .

That's overstating i, but
Moore, plainly, does want i3
leave in a last blaze of glory.
And the way things were going
up here hé’s going to.

—Associated Press

of Operation Nathan Hale—

another search and destroy mission.



biet GI to Return Degree;
Rips Ii;:!;fms on;
Genovese |

BY MICHAEL HAYES

A 23-vear-old Army veteran,
who recently returned from Viet:
Nam with Iwo Purple Heart
medals, inlends o return his
Ruteras degree loday because
“the hoard of fovernors upheld
{he freedom ol a man who sym-.
pathized with the enemies of the|
United States.” |

Richard Barretl, in referrirzi
to the university's stand lat
vear allowing Prol. Eugene
Genovese {0 state his opim'onsi‘

Ya., Tuesday Morning, June

'
1 ioan u-ult 10 our service-
men o+ to me personadly,” he!
added. '
“Get Genovese «nd others like!
tam out of schools and we have;
laken a lon% step forward in;
‘beiling Communism abroad. He|
received quite a bit of unde-:
served publicily,” Barvett said,!
“which Goes harm lo the GI's.|
It mates the Viet Cong bolder!
and vs shakier.” he added. l
Barreil, who hopes eventually]
‘to o into  politics, said he
ldousn't care if the lack of a
Idzgree huris his chances of find-:
ling a job. *I made a promise!
to the guys over there that if I
were lucky enough to gel home|
I would see that they were sup-
porled and those who died didn
die In v -

4

28, 1968

on the Viet Nam war, suid:
“When I heard Mr. Geno:.:

v. ‘lcomed the victory of those:
same Communists who hadf
killed many of my buddies I
wrote to Rutgers demandiry his|
disissal.” % !
Barrett first vas informed of
the Genovese contvoversy - las':
summer I reading the ‘‘Stars
and Stripes” and a New Jer-ey
He i iatel

‘Paul
(EDITOR’S NOTE: This
week Charles  Black, En-
quirer military writer ‘in
Vist Nam, begins a series of
articles on  Opzistion Paul
Reoire, o multipronged of-
fensive, designed to blunt
the communist advantege
durin; the rainy scason.)

By CHARLES BLACK
Enquirer Milltary Writer

PLLIKU—Operation  Paul
Revere, which kicked off its
multiunit U.S. attack June 2
bt which has been part of a
major battle for control of the
Central Highlands from the

i coast to the border since May

1 17, would be more correcily

+ called the western flank of the

wrole to Rulgers objectinz to the
university’s stand. !
Ruigers Reply 4

About a month later Barrett
said he received a letter from
Charles Brower, chairmen of
ihe university board of gov-
ernors. Included with the Jeit-r
was a pamphlet which < ated
that “‘we may disagree with his
views but we uphold his righ!

10 speak.”

According 4p Barrell, Brower
said, *“You may not buy this, but
vou are fighting in Viet Nam
for Mr. Genovese's Ifreedom to
express his views."” Barrelt cc-
tends that “when freedom is
tredson, then liberty is slavery.”,

Barrett said he “went overl
there fo fight the Communisls.|
Can you imagine how T feel lo'
have Communicis or theirh's grad:al o k* aseid to be o1 jein
{l‘ieﬂ:lm!z I::c:eggré: inclhe States? ivent 40 Viel Nem, but e officer soon & he

wa e Commuiislsiay (in pecrouting ' Len e d He Sas Loen vio in, w.li 'East' Prisoners, docuntents eap-
“';'rh‘.’“‘;" ﬂ’;ar are in ‘«é‘i Nam that die war “yvould be over' Orarye fricos, In Leam ha| tured in baltle, and espionage

in Naw Jersey, dhe added:  Ipejore iz was tiined, Alter a| ved with the T Cavalry agl; 3gents have indicated that the
senovese's [reedom is trea-lyear in fhe §'ites he vag Lot o- W i Y 88 emy siratezy depended on

son,” Barrett said, “Freedom|ig Viel Fam la< June. a riflewaa and heloopler  mBey e onarstion::
‘means ‘.’\geﬂcg‘. and  America Formerly of Virnen ond el chice  gomner. Barrett © wasi g Evar:l;atinn. of the 2nd
Teans A 1‘;{.‘; Gradu Orange whe.2 hie 5 gradualed wou.ded during the first wu-ior| Viet Cong Regiment from the
raduate Jrom Cliff d £t Hzd S100L paye gt pors on and wise | valley complex Bong

Barrett, who was craduatedihe oolair i Lo 1on of Lo “irmish near An ke, | Son near the South China Sea,
from Newark Rutgeis as a his-'isi 4th (1.ss STt to relurn 1, Ciplamal rorthwest of Qui Nhon. The

5
Nework News Phiglo

NOT PROUD OF IT—Spee. 4 Richerd Barrett, twlee
woundcd Viet Nam veteran, holds degree from Rul@e’s ' gllied monsoon offensive.
which he plans to return to the university hoard of g8¥- | The Communist summer
srnors via Dr. Mason Gross, president, or the recrefa¥y I rirategy, designed to take ad-
of the board as a_protest to allowing Prof, Eugene - vantage of -rain and clouds
Genovese to give his opinion on the war in Viet Npum. } which would hampey U.S. mo-
. Ruser - bility and air capability, was
*omy Rescrved 23| ¢ have meunted a major mon-
returns to Tennessee. goon offensive about June 1.

Charles Black Reports.

The Columbus Enquirer, Columbus, Ga,, T

Revere’ Is Allied Offensive

2. Movement of the 2dth

tory major in 1864, enlisted in'chirged ‘lay 27, amot i, . “ in"
it = ot “ x 0 Dr. (Mason) Gross ( Aent| Zud, called the uet Chin'
the Army the mornis ¢ followi-g now Lics in Rut's e "-vlnr Ru' (ers) inpr 'mn,"p.e- zaid., in ‘s old area, - bt its

If he's .t aviiable todiy Bat| name to £ “Song Ba Regi-

reic eaid he vl giie it L@ the] ment” and moved to the Vinh
!se-viary of the board fifov-) Tninh Volley (Happy Valley)
crnors  (Carl Metrger) ery to slige & surprise attack
Jumorew or Friduy. = along (he upper reaches of
Wanls “Stain" Purged the Song Ba river.

i “My cas is not with Eujgers, - _ Propaganda Stroke

i is a fine tonool— " Lar.| The operation, only 10 miles
re't ceatends, “but with thess east of An Khe, would be &
‘seople (the Loard of mvnmm).] preraganda _sl:rokz; revenge
“U'H be progd comsday to have| for Communist losses in the
when they’ ¢irun tis stain cn; 2nd's old area around Bong

the ood rejulstion of a fne' Son to the Ist Cavalry Divi-

schogl.” sion duriag Operations Mash-
Ho eaplainsd that “ve “sial "‘;er, \White Wing and Davy
2 inHuerce of Corimwe{ Creckieit — ard mest import-

5 - et — a move designed to

1 say anyihng| keap the flying ho:semen tied

re'oall, "ty go a fight in their own back
a‘rtﬂi scivol.| yard. -

A U. 8. First Air Cavalry frooper stands guard a4 one of th v i ;

2 5 s ree North Viet i
geag bandaged, scrambles from a cave in a cliffl near Dong Tre, &o::the\!i:r?:mm%‘ms,\:laf
nl;:&ed Irom their rocky hideout ufter p rhotographer spotied them while on Operation .‘v‘mthal:l

North V gil
out of a hidden base in Kon
Tum Province to positions
around Dak To, Tourmarang
and other outposts held by
government forces along the
Laetian border.

It was to attack when the
Happy Valley offensive was
rolling and finally overrun
the diciviet capital of Dak

3. Infiltration of the rem-
nants of the 66th, 32nd and
27rd North Vietnamese Army
Regiments — all were torn
up in the Ia Drang valley
campaign by the 1st Cavalry
Division last October and No-
vember into the Kon Tum
Province to mount attacks on

the province capital and its
outposts. .
Thrust Back

4. Raids around Pleiku,
around Due Co on the west and
in the Plei Me to Ban Me
Thuot area on the south, to
be executed by the 18th North
Vietnamese Regiment which
had been thrust back into
Cambodia during March and
April by the 1st Cavalry Di-
vision's Operation Lincoln,

5. An amalgamated force of
Viet Cong “hard core” units,
guerrilla bandg, and available
North Vietnamese reinforce-
ments, to mount an attack
against Pleiku itself, striking
at air facilities and head-
quarters and holding the 3rd
Brigacs, 25th Infantry Divi-
sion there. Sabotage, terror-
ism and ambushes were all
part of this phase.

In summary, the Communist
strategy v 5 partiallv based

on desperation and partly on
hope, according to best infor-
mation here.

Safe Bases Untenable

Sources in the fic'd believe
that the altacks launched by
the cavalry division have
made so-called ‘“safe base
areas” untenable for the Com-
munists and have shown the
enemy command Lhat they
have not been able to solve
the problem of defending
against the air mobile power
of the division.

Morale, a crippled revolu-
tionary apparalus, lhe con-
stant pressure and ensaing de-
feats, could be repaired only
by some kind of communist
offensive.

Knocking out the western
centers of government and
military orzaniration could
swing the tide in the I1 Corps
area — and in the long rum,
the rest of the country.




BACK FROM THE WAR — Maj, Gen, Harry W. O. Kinnard,
former commander of the 1st Cavalry Di

vision, uses a map of

the central highland area of South Viet Nam to show his area
oo responsibility, at a Pentagon press conference Tuesday.

Kinnard Says

Ist Cavalry
v Difference
In Viet Nam

WASHINGTON (AP) — The|
former commander of the 1st|
Cavalry Division said Tuesday
Ithat in the central highlands
area of South Viet Nam, which

.lwas his responsibility, “we are
,wmning the war militarily and

Maj. Gen. Harry W. O. Kin-
nard said that since he had|
taken the division to Viet Nam|
10 months ago, “there definitely
1as been a marked and notice-
able improvement.””

we can continue winning.” h

At a Pentagon news conler-iin South Viet Nam.

ence Kinnard, slated to become
.a deputy assistant chief of staff

for the Army, added he did not

think the war was being won

“before the 1st Cavalry got

there.”

Kinnard limited his estimate
of the situation to military fac-
tors, saying political and eco-
nomie developments “are up to
Prime Minister Ky."

« Kinnard described various
" types of actions his former di-
. vision, pow officially called an

atrmobile force, had engaged in,

" “including operations along the;
‘Cambodian border. He said his|

‘foree” had “‘chased people Lo the
lborder, and they kept going
iwest." By people, he made it

_clear he meant North Vietna-!.

mese, their Viet Comg col-
leagues, or both. {
+ " Kinnard said that by "goingi
west™ he meant across the bor-,
der inte Cambodia, which has;
steadfastly maintained it is neu-
Jfral. I
Kinmard repeatedly . empha-
_sized [hal his American troops!
_»did not cross the Cambodian:
_border” and lhat his division
, “abided by the rules of engage-
menl. and they are highly clas-
jsified.”

The gencral declined to be
drawn into argument over North
Vie' Nam's military use of Cam-

* hedia, savifg I don't propose
- .o add light or heal” to a slate-

fment issued Iast May 27 by
|Secretary of Defense Robert S.
McNamara.

|[activity in Cambodia that the|
evidence was insufficient to)
prove the presence of North
Vietnamese regiments in Cam-|
bodia and that reports of such
units  being stationed in that|

Kinnard as the Me-
Namara sml noted, that,
ithe Viet Nam-Cambodin border|
iwas ill defined. Kinnard called

{ At that time McNamara saﬂil
of reports of North Vietnamese|
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Ihtt‘il"bm “a  map-makers|

Marksman of U.8. 1st Ajr Cevalry Division trains
M-14 machine gun on North Vietnamess suiper dur-

lﬁnnard; who is slaled to become a deputy agsistant chief of
for the Army, said he did nof think the war vas being
won “before the 1st Cavalry got there.”—AP Wirephoto. .
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TENDER CARE—A soldier
of the 1st Air Cavalry Di-
vision holds a Viemamese
¢:ld on his knee near Tuy
How in South Vietnam. The
U.S. troops entered the vil-
lage in search of Viet Cong
and,. ‘failing ;o find the
enemy, set about making
friends.—AP Phato,

4 JuL 165
THE lNDIAN.APOS

- . 3 %

b L 2 T g Wi
Saigon. North Vietnamese snipers were firing jn front of
them and their own men were blasting away with rocket

launchers from the rear. (AP Wirephota)

HITTING THE DIRT—Troopers of the United States
Ist A'r Cavelry Divis'on hit the ground to aveid enemy
fire during Operation Nathan Fale in the Central High-
iands of South Viet Nam shcut 230 miles northeust of

8

R

"The Sak Lake Tribune, July 4, 187

Bk —Associated pm-'wue:n;w i
ing Operation Nathan Hale. Ammunition bearer grim-
aces as he feeds the gun in hunt-and-kill mission. |




The Columbus Enquirer, Columbus, Ga., Saturday Morning, July 9, 1966

By v

(EDITOR'S NOTE: This is
the second of two article: by
. Charles Black, Enquirer wm .l
i otary writer, on a. acbwh
! staged by lst Cavalry Divi-
' sion troops in Viet Nam.
* Black hee Tefurned  home
from the battle area but his
accounts of 1st Cav activities
in Viet Nam will continue in
The Enquirer.

LR

}
' By CHARLES BLACK
: Enquirer Military Writer

AN KHE, South Viel Nam—

A good ambush requires pa-
| tience, stealih and ruthlessness

in execution. Americans, ac-

} cording to some theorists,
| don’t possess enough of those
i qualities lo become proper
! bushvhackers,
! The men from Delta Troop,
1st Squadren, $th Cavalry,
getling ready for an ambush
they planned the night of May
23 near a wrecked South Viet-
namese village named-Hoi Son
(5) hadn’t read or heard about
all of that, however. They
went about their business with
a certain calm attention to de-
tail which would have drawn
the envy of Murder Inc.

They, for example, put
|| enough C ration cans into
socks Lied to their belts to last
for three days if the affair
took that long. They pared the
rest of their equipment down
to ammunition, weapons, wa-
ter and hand grenades and
Claymore mines. E

They also pared away at th

inhibitions Americans are sup-
i posed to feel over killing an
i unsuspecting enemy and were

remarkably enthusiastic over
the prospect, according to Lt.
Thomas K. Helland who plan-
ned and directed the affair.

Helicopters from C troop
dropped down and picked up
the 24 soldiers and darted
north, scooting through the
trees, making feints and drop-
ping down in fake landings.
The first pause was real but
looked no different from two
other swift drops by the chop-
pers in other places. In sec-
onds the three ships were de-
serted of the men going to
make the kill.

There was no talking. Fach

man carried two Claymore
mines, litle arced plates with
stands and an aiming slit,
which fires 470 ball bearings
in a swath. Holland recalled
an expression he heard while
attending a class. on these
; things.
{ “If you fire a Claymore at
a picket fence 100 meters
away, each picket for 60 met-
ers would have at least ene
hole in it,” he said.

His Claymores would be set
up in = complicated cross-
hatch of fire zones- only 10
¢ meters from the trail, Behind
' them another 15 or 20 meters,

o e+cape the blast which far-
es to the rear of the shaped
charge mines, his ki..er group
woild then throw two grenad-
es. The work would be finish-
ed by a designated team mov-
ing out under flare light with
BI6 rifles.

PFC Theodore  Simpson
would be the third man on the
soulh, near the bridge. He was
to watch for any men on
the trail beyond the bridge who
weren't hit in the killing zone
and to kill them with his M78
grenade launcher. (Another
M79 gunner, Spt Frederick
-erts, was lo back him up if
needed. Roberts was in the
next hiding place.) .

Sfat. Herburl E. Jeffery had
brieled his men so well that he
simply pointed to pecitions
along a scraggly little hedge
and the teams moved there.
They set thelr two Claymores,

Charles Black
Repeorts

aiming them carefully, siring-
ing the wire from the blasting
cap set into the top of the
mine to the little hand-triggei-
ed detonators.

Holland and Jefiery walked
along the line about 6:30 and
made finicky adjustments in
sightings and then got one of
SSgt. Lester Everett's Clay-
mores and set it to give an
eutra crossfire where the foot-
path crossed the trail. An M60
machine gun was spotted to
cover the northern approach
from Hoi Son, from where any
reinforcoments would be ex-
pected to come. Spt Frederick
Carpenter took charge of it
with his shotgun handy.

P-Sgt. Ruszell €. Fordham
and Everett worked it all out
in the rear, selting up the
same kind of deathtrap there.

Nobody would fire, nobody
would talk, move or smqke,
Holland, who took the first
watch, or Fordham who would
take over at midnight, hidden
in gras: only 15 feet from the
south bridge, would set off
the ambush by triggering their
two Claymore. The rear
guard would ot fire. They
would watch until Evereft
spotted danger and opened up.

“Before we left the troop
arez,-I got my scouts togeth-

er and designated two men to '

each position and told them
where the position would be at
t.e ambush, They knew what
to do, there wasn’t any need
to talk,” Jeffrey said.

“All be had to do was puint.
The same thing was true with
Everett. There v asn't any talk
from when v« left the area on
the choppers until the ambush
was triggered. There wasn't
any need for it,”” Holland said.

“Well all had ccordination
before we lefl, everybody was

briefed and knew his job, Hol-
land did say one thing,” E:er-
ett said. “This is it,” he said
when v.2 gol there.”

“Well, we had moved to the
site. T wanted an area with
vaver off the trail and enough
clear grotnd in the killing zone
1o use the mines right. The
bridges were ideal, they were
noisy and would give warning
when men cros.ed them 'no
motter how dark it was. I said
‘this is il’ and the men went
to work,” Holland said.

The ambush was
withia two hours from the lime
the last Claymore was aimed.
Holiand described how it hap-
pened.

“We had heen set up and in
position for an hour when
shortly afler 2:30 1 heard
movement to the south. After
a few minutes, they rattled
aeross the bridge and up the
trail 15 feet from me, sound-
ing like a herd of elepbants. T
thought there were ten, it was
very dark, walking fast and
clowe together, It turned out
there were more of them.
Fordham was behind me, 30
feet back in the brush with
the radio operation and Lt.
Joseph Jordan. He came on
at midnight,” Holland said.

““The group stopped for some
reason after they went by me.
I triggered my two Claymores
and then raised up and threw
two hand grenades. Every
Claymore along the trvail, all
13 of them, and eight other
hand grenade explosions,
came within 30 seconds. I
heard moans and raised up

SPIUNE

from the grass. I firsd an -

M186 then. Others were firing,
Bodies scemed to be piled
up on top of each other,
thrown into a heap by those
Claymore blasts, all piled
in an area the length of a
Jeep! I heard an M7% round go
off on the south of the bridge
and saw a man fall over there,
then T went back to the CP
and had Jordan call for flar-
es. T popped a hand flare to
give the cleanup team some
light and we looked the trail
over in both ditections. The
man Simpson had killed was
lying in the road but the.s
was nobod else ©icept in th
kill zone,” Holland said. -

“I called to Sg'. Rudolph

Spailding, Carpenter, PFC
Ruffus Hagins, Sp4 Claudie
Robinson and PFC Charles
Polisky down onfo the trail,
They used their M16s to make
certain everybody was dead
and then policed up weapors,
gear and papers = hile “Burns
and I each made a body
count and checked each other
on it.”

Hollandfinished off one
wounded with two shots in
the head. There were 14 in
that stack and one more be-
yond the bridge. The 14 were
badly mutilated by the Clay-
‘mores and the other stuff.

“They had lost arms and
legs in fact, all there in that
pile, all dead,” Jeffery said.

Everett, in the rear, had
heard the Communists aeross
the bridge and had a few mom-
ents of tenseness when he
thought they had Lurned to
come by him.

“Then the scouts opened up.
It was just one explosion, The
flare went off and I knew they
had [inished it. There wax al
2179 burst at the last, down
the trail from me. M6 [ire
kept sounding for awhile then
it got guiet again. My men
didn’t lire because there was
nothing in our area to the
rear,” Everett said.

The artillery flares came and
the teatn organized to pull out,
distributing the documents,
packs, weapons, ete.,, taken
from

iean intelligence officers who
would {it them into a patiern
for the nest maves.

Jordan brought his careful-
ly planned artillery concentra-
tions down, cutting off any ap-
prozcn lo the little ambush
party as it hurried through the
dark.

“It was great, it just boxed
us in, 200 meter s away, putting
up a fence to keep the VC from
any move,” Fordhwm said.

The helicopters e on their’
wa, to the rendezvous when
the platoon arrived at the pre-

the dead soldiers and
due to be delivered to Amer- .

planned pickup zone. Holland
puiled the wire on a Lrip flare
and three UHI-Ds swooped inlo
the clearing.

“We got on. We had one man
wounded from a piece of {lying
shraprel but he wasn't hurt
badly. He was one of the ofl-
duty ones sleeping and he 5.
up when the ambush explod-
ed and got a cut jaw, That was
the limit of our troubles,” Hol-
land sajd.

‘They were ba:k at the com-
mand post giving details to
Capt. Oliver Gillette by 10:25
p.m. The troop commandsr
congratulated them and went
back to planning the next day.

A helicopter swooped down
over the ambush site three
dars later. The unburied
bodies remained where they
had fallen. The people and

, buffalo going from on~ hamlet

z Ambush Proves American Soldiers’ Killer Instincts

to anciber had beaten a mew
path, shunning the death
scene, The new path jogged
sharply up the slope and fol-
lowed the straggly hedgerow
where the ambush team had
hidden, curving back to the
other bridge. It looked illogi-
cal and generations later
some Vielnamese farmer
traveling from Hoi Son (5) to
Than Pan (1) may wonder
why the path does not follo
a straight line, -
The ambush team dropped
down in the daylight and
again checked their work on
the third day. A senior officer
had  spolted the unburied
enemy and was offended hy
the s.ght. He had ordered them
to go back and bury the bodies
and the team said — to a man
—that this was an awful ez
perience to go through,
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‘Wasn’t funny then, GI
says of freak ambush

BY BERNIE FELD IiX

News stafl writer
“It makes a good story, but
it wasn’t very funny then.”

Pic. Lacey Skimver, a soldi-
er in the First Cavalry Divi-
sion, was recounting the am-
bush his patrol ran into which
was set by their own men.

Skinner is home on leave
now with his parents, Mr. and
Mrs. Grady Skinner of Groe-
ville Rt. 1. He was in Viet
+Nam for five months, and he
spent mucn of that time in
;combat.

He talks willingly about his
‘experiences, bul he won't
mention that he has beea
wecormended for (wo medals
and a promotion. He’ll proha-
biy receive the Purple Hearl
when he rcurms to Walter
Resd Huspital after his leave
s up on July 28.

THE SLENDER, red-haired
To: . High School «raduate is
not the type of person you
would repect fo see craw.ng
in the mud in a place like Viet
Nam. Lots of peuple did seo
him crawling in a diich when
Life Magazine ©'d a story on
“e war about (hrée months
ago.

“I had ftwo pictures in
Life,” ™e said, “but that kind
of popularity I con do with-
ot

Skinner's patrol was at

" tompting to sei up an amhush

one night wohen il ended up

* belng ambushed by another

v ony hLeard us }alking anﬁdﬁ

Army company.

" “Wed been out on-a mis-
con for two weekw and w2
were setling up an ambush,”
b said, “No one had any
busines out there then except
Cha: (the Viet Cong). It
was go dark that you couldn’t
dee your hand in front of your
face, ar’’ they had to shoot up

flares for us from base camp.

“WE CALLED back and
atked the CO if any friendly
forces were in [ront of us. H

8aid no,
“They shot up a flare, we
moved  out, sud  Charlie

Company opened up <1 us.
They had an ambush set up
oo the svne trail”

Skinner said three men in
hiz pairol were hit including
hizself. One man in Charlie
Company was killed.

“AFTER I GOT hit.” Skin-
ner went on, “‘Charlie Compa-

LACEY, SKINNTR

hollered. We holleved back
Gary Owens — Gen, Custer's
favorite song — the soldiers
greet their cificers with it
instead of pood morning *-
arsl they knew we were
American.”

Much o Skimer's five
months in Viel Nam wo
spent m the field. “We made
our home in a foxhole, or we
mizht build a little shed with
poles a i vines. We learned

all this from Charlie,’ he
explained.
Gelling  supplivs  wasn’t

much of a problem most of
the time. *“The way those
thoppers come in with C-
ratlons and water Is really
amazing,” Skinner saild. “The
only time we had a problem
with supplies was when we
were pinned down for three
days. And alter we got Chari.
ie out we found about 175

chickens that they had slored :

in the villares.”

American GIs rralize also

1hat there is more to winning
the war than just killing
enemy soldiers. Skinner says

that when he was in a hospital |

there “1 kidded the medic

about the easy job he had.

‘You know what T do my off
davs.' he lold me. ‘there is is
the village ¢.lled Bong Son,
Seme of us medvs el in a
chopper, and we go out there
and we try 1o help these
people. We have to win the
people befzre we can win Lhe
war.'”

ACCORDING TO Skinner,
the Viet Cong aren't the Gls
big problem. “We're" not
afro'd of the VC. Nine times
out of 10 they dom’t hit in
large force We have a lol of

- wesnpet for the North Vietna-

mese rczulars, they're well
trained and they know what
they are doing.”

He didn’t take long to an-
swer. the next question,
“Yeah, sure the Gl is a beller
soldier.” He added, however,
“If it wasn't for the planes we
wouldnt be winning the war.”
They had us pinned dewn in
Bong Son, and lhe planes
dropped rapalm almost  all
day. They burned most of the
jungle away."

The U. 8. is gelling some
help from Ms allles, too. “I
think those Aussles over there
are by far the best jungle
tighters,” Skinner says, “and
the Roks (South Koreans)
don’t play around either.”

Americans at home have
been criticized for their lack
of support for U, S. fighting
men, but the Graysville infan-
tryman says that’s a simple
quesion (o answer. .

“When you're out in the
field and get a le'ter address-
i to any GI and il's from a
19-year-old girl telling you
what a greal job you're doing,
it just makes these boys fecl
great,” he said. “Some of
them don't have any family,
and when they come back to
camp and see a package,
tears come lo théir eyes."

The demonsirators don't
bother them too much. “We
realize they're in a minority,
and we just pretty much feel
rorry for them," he said.



The Columbus Enquirer, Columbus, Ga., Thursday Morning, July 14, 1966

Later Events Bring Revision Of ‘Order Of Battle

(EDITOR'S NOTE; Charles
Black, Enquirer military
writer, continues his reports
on aclivities of the U.S. fight-
ing men in Viet Nam. Black,
who recently returned from
his third assignment to the
Asian  battlefields, also has
resumed his coverage of mil-
itary affairs at Fort Ben.
ning.)

By CHARLES BLACK
Enquoirer Miiltary Wriler

DONG TRE — An cstimale
of the “order of baltle’” which

the Communists were fielding
in their wrecked monsoon of-
fensive attempt written be-
fore “‘Operation Hawthorne'
smashed the 24th North Viet-
namese Regiment and thwart-
ed the plans of the 32nd, 66Lh,
and B3th regiments needs re-
vision in light of later events.

The 18th North Vietnamese
regiment was said to have
been the victim of two defeats
by the 1st Cavalry Division in
Operation Lincoln and by the
3rd Brigade, 25th Infantry in
Operalicn Paul Revere and
then to have retreated back
to ils sancluary in the Ia

Drang River — Chu Pong
Mountain area of Cambodia.
The 33rd Regiment was in-
cluded as one of lhe regi-
ments refitted after the Com-
munist debacle during Octo-
ber-November 1965 in the
Cambodian border area.
Prisoners seized here, in-
cluding “cooperative offic-
ers,” say lhe 18th Regiment
was ordered to leave the ac-
{ion during Operation Lincoln
alter a single losing fight with
Americans March 30-31. They
said the 18th slipped away

from there and infiltrated Lo
the coasl.

The fighling was turned
over to the 33rd Regiment,
which suifered the heavy loss-
es described in accounts of

33rd was put back togelher
{from a regiment called "101-
B" which was pounded down
to the size of a provisional
battalion in last fall’s encoun-
ter with the 1st Cavalry Div-

Charles Black
Reporis

ision.
The 66th Regiment provided
& huge portion of the carnage

Lincoln’s fighting. The loss-
es to the Communists in the
fighting of Paul Revere were
probably in the &6th Repi-
ment,

Both these units have been
old-time sacrifice outfits. The

around Chu Pong Mountain

and, even after replacements

and rest, was at Jess than

half strength when Operation

Hawthorne and Operation Paul
. Revere were launched.
Dublons Sanctuary

The terrible blows dealt the

33rd, €6th, and 32nd in the
western plateau and the ma-
laria inciderce, lack of food,
and constant pressure, are be-
lieved to have driven them
away from that dubious sanc-
tuary.

Late reports said they have
deserted the advantages of
their Cambodian and Laotian
sancluaries and commenced
{following the 18th toward the
coast after finding their final
objective — the attack on Dak
To, Toumarong, Kontum, etc,

— blocked by the U. §. move |

[ﬂ”‘.'! Mixmt Herald
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Young General Has Swift Punch |

TUY HOA, South Viet
Nam — (AP) — Maj. Gen.
John Norton, commander of
ithe U.S. First Air Cavalry
Division, is a tough soldier
who can fly a plane or & heli-
copter. He is qualified as a
master parachutist, and
made four combat jumps
with the 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion during World War IL

The 48-year-old general,
who took command of the
division two months ago, is
enthusiastic about what he
calls the third dimension —
mobility. He was a ploneér
in this field in the mid 1950's
and early 1960's, and he now
commands the only division
of its kind with an armads
of 465 helicopters.

‘With sach a mobile foree,
the First Cavalry Division
ecan move great dlstances
with speed, drop into the
enemy's rear or on his flanks
and ocontinue moving. The
cavalrymen have won seéver-
al victories over North Viet-
namess army regulars in the
Central Highlands. !

When & new Vietnamese
dlvision commander visited
him recently, Norton told
him: *T thipk the enemy's on
the ropes.” *

Later, Norton told & news-
man: “I know we have the
military wvictory in our
hands. There are signs tha
the economical and political
victories are near. Complete
victory is now possible and
may be closer at hand than
many people realize. I think
the military man has been
very much encouraged with

the progress the South Viet-
namese government has
made against verious fac-
tions.

“I don't helieve this divi-
slon hag met any North Viet-
namese or Viet Cong units It
hasn't decisively defeated. I
think the ones we have
fought, we have smashed,
disorganized and demolished.

“Those North Vietnamese
units, reconstituted and re-
equipped and which have
received replacements, have
a rather desperate mission,
related to gaining a tactical
or strategic victory In the
next few months before the
South Vietnamese elections.

‘We have the power and
know-how to use it decisive-
ly to defeat their forces. For
him to gain a decisive victo-
ry, he has to mass. This divi-
sion has the speed of reac-
tion to counter any move he
makes, prevent him from
accomplishing his objective

and destroy a large part of

his force before he ean get
away.”

Gen. Norton baas his divi-
slon hesdquarters set up at
Tuy Hoa for operation Na-
than Hale. In the opening
days of the operation, K000
cavalrymen killed more than
300 North Vietnamese. Re-
oslling that operation, Nor-
Yon sald: *We lterally deci-
mated oneof his battalions.
And some unknown propor-
tlon of the remainder of that
regiment.”

Norton is austere and &
disciplinarian. In the field,
he sleeps on an air mattress
placed on the ground. It Is
covered by & mosquito net.
There are only a field desk
and chair in his tent.

“I have just enough time
to myself,” Norton said, “to
write to my family and a
few friends. Getting around
and seeing the troops and
flying myself — I average
about two hours a day in the
air — keeps me in good phy-
sical shape.”

1

Norton is 6-1 and welghs
175 pounds.

“1 think that's exactly
what I weighed when I got
out of West Point in 1941,"
he said.

Norton's  wife, Cheyney,
and two teenzge daughters
are living in Honolulu, His
18-year-old son, John Jr.,
entered West Point July 1.
After completing a vear in
the Army as an enlisted
man,

Norton was bhorn at Fort
Monroe, Va.,, April 14, 1818,
tHe son of an Army officer,
After gradusting from Mau-
ry High School in Norfolk in
1836, Norton enllsted in the
Army and served as a Cosst
artilleryman at Fort Monroe
untll eantering West Point In
1937,

His parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Augustus Norton, still live in
Norfolk. His 78-year-old fa-
ther retired as an Army colo-
nel.

Gen. Norton served with

t
the 82nd Airborne Division |
in North Africa in World
War II and later became an

that division. He recalls that
in 1955: :

The First Alr Cavalry Divi- |
sion now has three brigades, |
one of which is airborne qual- |
ified. The total strength of !
the division is about 2,000 .
men.

Norton likes to tell the
story about a captured
North Vietnamese company ¢
commander he interrogated.

assistant chief of staff of |

“He told me he and most;
of his compatriota had been
told by superiors that Amerl-
can olr power, artillery and |
helicopters were strong, very
deadly, but the American
infantry was weak, In this |
attack he led, he lost 121
dead while three soldlers
were wounded on our side.

“Now, what do you think
of the American infantry?” I
asked him,

“'They lied to me,'" he
said.

which culminated in Operation
Hawthorne.

The battered regiments ap-
parently hope to find solace
and recruits among the hard
pressed Viet Cong unit= along
the South China sea. If they
finally abandon the west, it is
& major defeat of Communist
strategy and places these units
in a desperate situation. Re-
treal from such forward areas

| would be terribly costiy. They

face annihilation,
miles from sanctuary.

If they have followed the
18th toward the coast, the aim-
less tactics and wanderings of
these Communist units in re-
cent battles will have had the
final effect. The conventional
forces sent here to win the
victory the Communists hoped
for in the highlands will have
been sacrificed for sterile, fu-
tile goals and the lives of the
very brave but outclassed
Norlh  Vietnamese soldiers
tossed into a political stew
pot.

trapped

Tremendous Effect

The effect on Hanoi and on
the people of North Viet Nam
of the losses in these units
will have a tremendous effect
on the course of this war,

Sending regular regiments
on a long walk to coastal bat-
tle-fields long since dominated
by American power, alter
those regiments have already
endured terrible punichment,
is a peculiarly brutal act for
responsible  military  com-
manders to perform.

The slippery 18th showed up
here June 19 in a sudden on-
slaught against two outposts
of the Dong Tre Special
Forces camp in in the classi-
cal ambush of a relief force.
1t had pinned down the sep-
arated platoon of Company A
and Company C, 2nd Battalion,
327th Infantry of the 101st Air-
borne Division after those
units landed in an obvious
landing zone, close by Viet
Cong riddled villages under
the slope of a mountain,

It commenced its death
pains, finally, June 21 when
the 1st Batlalion, 8th Caval-
ry was helicoptered to the res-
cue of the battered 101st Air-
borne companies,

Lop-Sided Victery

Om June 21, a single com-
pany of Sky Troopers — Com-
pany B, of the 1st of the Bth
commanded by Capt. Gerrell
Plummer — killed 114 (by
body count) of an attacking
force of about 200, suffering six
minor casualties in the pro-
cess, in one of the most lop-
sided small unit victories of
this war, (The two companies
of the pinned 10ist Airborne
troops had counted 69 ene-
my dead. Other Air Cavalry
units in the fighting killed an-

¥
other 142 Communists in the
first five days since their
commitment to the battle, and
the relentless pursuit which
has been typica] of Air Cav-
alry fighting in the past ten
months has commenced.

Reports that one more North
Vietnamese Regiment — vari-
ously identified but possibly
the 34lh or 37th — has drifl-
ed into the southeast section
of the Central Highlands are
firmer than ever. The regi-
ment could be in the Cheo
Reo-Danlac area or it could
be southwest of the present
fighting, mearer the coast.

A second force of Air Cav-
alry battalions, (the wild card
which fills out the U. S. mili-
tary hand since Communist
stratezy was ruined by Oper-
ation Elrazy Horse which elim-
inated an attempt to keep the
airmobile unit pinned in its
own base area) has already
been launched into the most
likely hiding spot of that reg-
iment, Any action it takes
will hold only minimum con-
tent of surpri=a — as did the
18th Regiment's foray here on
June 18.

Knowledge that another out-
post was to be attacked, the
availability of a mobile re-
serve force which has the best
combat record in Viet Nam
(with statistical proof of Air
Cavalry prowess a matter of
official record the compara-
tive comment is justified),
enabled Maj. Gen. Stanley
(Swade) Larsen’s corps com-
mand to slap the Communist
hopes into oblivion almost in
passing. Any attack west of
here or attempted reinforce-
ment of the now-dying 18th
Regiment would simply com-
pound the disaster already suf-
fered by the monsoon offen-
sive.

Saffered Same Fale

The 18th’s fate was the
same, whether it took the
lowscs here or on the Cam-
bodian border. The concentra-
tion of losses suffered during
Operations Lincoln and Peul
Revere in the 33rd and 66th
Regiments, in fact, hurt more.
Those units simply added an-
other defeat to their dismal
past experience.

With the 18th now thorough-
1y battered; the 24th, 33rd and
66th smashed and resmashed,
the coastal regiments 18-A,
95th, Jo1 and 2nd Viet Cong
ruined around Beng Sen and
during Crazy Horse, the forces
left intact to the Communist
commanders are very slim.
The 88th, 77th, (or 34th) and
the remainder of the 32nd left
from Plei Me about complete
the roster unless Hanoi has
enough desperation to send
more men and supplies into
the bleody pitl.
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Charles Black Reporis

| Three Men Offer Own Bodies
To Save Wounded Comrades

(EDITOR’S NOTE: Charles jthe company called for its own®

Early reports from the isolat-

Bluck, Enquirer militery jsupporl weapons to shoot on ed [ight said five men had been
writer. coaliues his 7eports itop of the G. L's own pnsnuans killed and others wounded by
. em activities of the U.S. fight- |to smash 2 foe which outnum-![v |endl) arlillevy [ire and that

ing men in Viet Nane. Black. lbered themy and closed in.
Spent Night on Ridge
: The company had been on a
Asiun  batilefields, also Thus vidge overnighl in a perimeter
resumed his coverage of mili- |gefense wilh other units of the
tary offairs at Fort Beas ng.) (1p1st Airborne Division's 1st Bri-
m o when orders came to
sweep out in small unil search-
es of the area.
“It was fine in the perimeter,
. AN KHE — These men on/We were all together and wej
June 17 offered their own bod-jhad plenty of help. Then wel
ies to save wounded comradesibroke down inlo companies and
they were reating on a lonely|platoons again. This is a diffe-
ipattleficld near Toumarong!rent enemy than the Viet Cong
when Company A, 1st Battalion, guerrillas. They are in small
1927th Infantry called in First|units, th
Cavalry Division artillery and|times we
thelicopter rockets on its own(of these North Vielnamese sol-
“position: diers in the past two monahs
and they keep
kind of fighting is different than
any we have done before,” Cin-|
{ They arc combat medics. Allllianeo said.
The 23-year-old paratrooper-
Field Surgical Hospital here —{medic. a professional soldier by|
ias are the men they saved|his own definition, bas been in
the Army for six years. He re-
: PFC Glenn Furlough, with a|enlisled and asked for duty with
handaged bullel wound directly|the Screaming Eagles in Viet
iin ihe center of his chest (lhe Nam i in March. He had his first

who reeently returiaed from
his third aosdgniment 1w tie

By CHARLES BLACK
Enquirer Military Wriler

1 Spd4 Giacomo Cintianeo,
¢+ PFC Rene Gosslen,
PFC Roger Chale.

tare now patients in the Second

from lurther wounds.

gade,

shoot and run. Three
ave hit into battalions

slug  mir

bat experie

drom & bone and dld not kill|al arcas where the pa
‘him) is in the hospilal col nextlers have long oontended with
/lo Cintianeo and tells anyone{Viet Cong guerrillas by break-|
‘who asks that *. . .the Docjing their forces down into small|
units and making long patrols,

“It is hard to find the VC
.I saw a rifle flash 40 metersjand you have to go after him
‘from me in the brush and then|differently. But these regular
T was down. Then he ran over|troops always seem to have a
and commenced working on me. battalion dug in. We always

“When Lhe artillery and rock-\seem to be outnumbered and
els caine in on us. he lay on|have to fight him hard and
fop of me and covered me with|close. Every fight in this oper-
his own body. He sf.ayed there, |ation (Hawthorne) has been like
:when he was Iut in the back|that! When we called in the
by fragments.” Furlough said.|Air Cavairy artillery and the

All ol the medics with the|helicopters, they made him pull
company did the same, shelter- back and quit. He was close,]
iing seriously wounded men with right on top of us. It was what
their own Imrhels, taking arl.l.[- we had to do. They had 50 cali-

there saved my life.

i “He was giving me first aid.

ithere “were no other details
‘available.” The artillery and
rocket fire, according fo the sol-
diers in the fight, was deliber-
ate and intentional — and the
salvation of the surrounded com-
pany.
Evacuated by Helicoplers
The patients brought to the
An Khe hospital by helicopter af-
ter niedical evacuation pilats had
lifted them from the battlefield
said one platoon of their com-
pany had left in advance {o pro-
vide forward security, traveling
down the steep ridge on a nar-

brush were thick.

About 350 yards from ihe
plaee where the march had
star!ed, the company (with the
file of men moving slowly and
cautiously) was hit by fire from
the front and the left flank.

“The right side of the trail
was simply a sheer drop. There
wasn't any cover there,” Fur-
lough said.

The front platoon pulled back,
then the company attempted to
move back up the trail to get
out of the fire. Communist wea-
pons opened up from the rear
and stopped the maneuver,

“When the fire came from
the rear we simply had one
choice, form as good a perime-
ter as we could and fight it ot
where we were,” Furlough said.

The company was isolated and
hard pressed for four hours.
The enemy pressed close. His
automatic weapons fire and su-
perior numbers allowed him to
push in almost to the company's
hastily dug positions and to es-
cape the artillery fire brought
in to aid the surrounded par-
alroopers,

The hevcic medics, warned fo
take cover because of the im-

“lery or rocket

‘which would otherwise hurt the |of automatic weapons. We were,
wounded men again, remaining|pinned for four hours until wel
lin the open during the fury of|gol that fire right on top of us,”|
ia Iigm which was so close that|Cinlianeo said.

ling barrage, instead chose
to save the wounded they were
treating.

Cintianeo said that *, . . it
is a funny thing to say, but
the shells and rockets that
wounded us saved our lives, Af-
ter the helicopters came in and

{ired those rockets, there was-
n’t any more shooting. They ran
them out and we were evacuat-

row trail. The woods and under-
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They Lay Wounded as VC Approached

BY CHARLES BLACK

hospital stay for a dozen frag-

Ledger-Enquirer Staff Writer/ment wounds and the bullet

AN KHE — PFC John Span-
bullets and

za, wounded by
shrapnel, lay in 12-foot-tall ele

phant grass and watched Sgt.

through his arm.

He was very calm and matter
of fact when talking about the
fight. He has been in many

Robert M. Kirby fire the last others since he first clashed

shot of the 45-minute battle be-|
wween 22 Americans and 300
Viel Cong which took place on

“Landing Zone Herelord.”

with the Communists on a battle-
field last October, and had
borne other wounds from bul-
lets during the Plei Me-Ia Drang
campaign in November and the

Kirby had thrown his last fighting at Bong Son in Febru-

hand grenade.
The 28-year-old

NCO {rom

ary.
The other survivors were eva-

Sclby, N, C., had fired his last|qq10q.

M79 grenade launcher round.
He had loaned his pistol to a
maga:ine photographer who had

just died in a burst of machine-

gun fire — fighting alongside

searching Viet Cong Main Force
soldier, he made a typically cool

the last half-duzen Gls left in|2SS€ssment of his chances.

the strugzle.
“Thal iast VC in the bunch
whe had been looking for us
down in the elephant grass
came back, He was three feet
from Kirby, who was in front of
me. Kirby was bleeding from
{ragments in his head and a bul-
let in hi, arm. He had a 40 mm.
Communist flare pistol he had|
picked up over on the Cam-|
bodian border and ene round of
red flare for it. He had it out
and cocked, and I remembered
hoping the VC vould just go on
by. ..but he didn’t,” PFC Span-
za said.
“Poked Head In™
8gt. Kirby was lying on his
back, the flare pistol held ready,
wher ““... the VC parted the
grass and poked his head in. He
looked at me; his face was
about three feet from the flare
pistol muzzle. 1 pulled the trig-
ger. It ruined his whole day!
He gave a grunt and flopped
hack over. I could hear his body
thumping when it rolled down
the slope. That was it — all I
had left Lo throw at them — so
1 figured it was time to get|
away,” Kirby said.

LZ Hereford is now an ugly,
scarred, blackened, deserted
nob which rises abruptly
from the tag cnd of a ridge ten
miles northeast of An Khe. Dur-
ing Operation Crazy Horse it
was the scere of bustling acti-
vity, of tragedy and drama —
and finally of the end of an
Americ n platoon.

It is now a monument {o the
fighting courage of Americans
— includipg that of Sam Castan
of Look Magazine w'io was kill-
ed there,

There were five men still
alive after tl- last-ditch strug-
gle on May 21 or the mortar
platoon [rom Capt. Donald War-
ren's Company C, First Batta-
lion (Airborne), 12th Cavalry.

Only One Unhort

All exeept Sp4 Nathaniel John-
son were wounded, and he was
in great shock after the fight,
but came back to duty.

Kirby, an NCO about whom

All Separated
“We were all separated by
now. Spanza had crawled up
the hill after I finished that last
one. Six feet from each other
in that grass, you were lost.
The artillery was raising hell,
plowing into the LZ. I figured
Charlie wouldn’t want to be
there. That was the place for
me. I just crawled through the!
grass to where the shells were
landing and waited for the com-
pany to come back. I knew they
would. They did. I came out and
the GIs were there...St. Earl
Roberts ran over first. I remem-
ber he was crying, tears run-
ning down his face. God, he
looked good,” Sgt. Kirby said.
One by one the others came
up through the grass from hid-
ing places or were found by the
ting patrols of their com-
pany. Johnson bad hidden inj
brushes along a little creek in
a gully. The other survivors had
barely missed a last Viet Cong
sweep, laid in grass along the
hillside and watched the Com-
munists dragging more than 60
of their own dead off down a
trail to a jungled valley.
The fight was one which will
be talked zbout for a long time
in Air Cavalry circles, and be-
cause so few men are alive who
really know what happened, it is
one which will be conjectured
over,

GIs” Account

The way it happened, accord-
ing to the Kirby and Johnsen
was like this:

Castan, the Senior editor of
Look in the Vieinamese area,
came to An Khe to “walk with
a company of soldiers and to do
a picture story.” He was around
the press camp the night before,
joking with Maj. Chuck Siler,
the division public information
officer, over the sight of men
filling sandbags because an at-
tack (which came) was expect-
ed on the base and men natural-
Jy think about improving bunk-
ers at times like that.

“Don't worry. Nothing will
happen as long as I'm here.

not enough can be said in praise|'m the luckiest guy in Viet
of courage, leadership and cold|Nam,” Castan said.

fighting abilitv, returned to his

The 31-year-old photographer

company quickly after a short'had been in Viet Nam for three

seip Franco

H Dioaeg by &

After Kirby had fired the un-
likely weapon which killed the*

years, his wiie and young daugh-
ter lived in Hong Kong where he
commuted belween assignments,

The woodline at the top had

been heavily patrolled for four

Routine Start ;

days, however, and there was
no urgent feeling about it,

and he was an old hand at living) Sam Castan got there about i .(uqan said he was staying

with the tension behind even{7:15 a.m. on a chopper bringin
quiet days in the fighting zone of|in C rations. It was the sta

the Central Highlands.

Center of Action
Operation Crazy Horse had|
been wending its violent way

them LZ Hereford had been its
nucleus. The first helicopters,
had landed there — only two
could come in on the bare knob
at a time, it was decided, al-
ter one had rolled down the
!sleep slope into elephant gra-c

attempting a landing too close.
‘to the edge — and the activity:

was continuous.

Supplies were dropped here,
wounded were carried back here
for evacuation and reinforce-
ments landed in a steady
stream. Both Company A and
'Company C of Lt. Col. Rutland
Beard's First of the 12th were
in a perimeter defense around
it and the jungle edging down
from the top of the ridge to
withim 100 yards of the bare

knob had been combed again|for his company as it slogged|'

and again.

Sgt. Kirby had dug in lhe pos-| “wait-a-minute” thorn vines to- ots,” Kirby said.

ition for his mortar tube toward
the northwest side of the clear-
ing. A cirele of holes was dug
for defense works. The elephant
grass grew twice as tall as a
man down an almost precipi-

of & hot day and what appeared||
to be a fairly routine one. Com-|!

E |with us because he thought we
Iliicere the ones who would get)

hit. T didn't believe him then,!
‘put I wish I had. The position

pany C was going to leave theg‘on our right saw them, 250 or

mortar platoon here to fire sup- °

. iport as it crossed to the next |
for five days and for four ofigpe and walked 2% miles (but |
a gruelling affair of brush, | i

T : ire. s
|mountain and head which made Viet Cong assaulted, screaming,

the distance secm imposing) to
the camp.

The mortar platoon, 21 men
under command of Sgt. Kirby,
would be picked up by choppers,

That was how it started. An-

| other hot, dusty, exhausting day rOC
| with the chances for death at launcher,
‘evel‘ybudy’s elbow,

just like
most such days. i

About 10:30 a.m., Company A,’
 which had occupied the section;
fof the perimeter nearest the:
‘thick jungle up the slope from
LZ Hereford, pulled out, Sgt.

Kirby had been firing his mur—!: tubes
tars to clear the point and flanks| |The gu

through the elephant grass and

ward the Song Ba River.

Word came in, Kirby said,
that helicopters would pick them
up about 12:45 p.m.

“‘Holes All Over”

“There were 21 Gls and Cas-|

| jectile which can be seen arcing

| mortar pit. 1 yelled to turn the

300 of them, moving out of the
trees,” Kirby said.

The entire line of GIs opened
The heavily camoufiaged

grenading and firing, The M6
rifle and M78 grenade launcher
barrage from the handfuil e[‘
Americans stopped them. i
Rain Rockeis |
The Viet Cong began raining;
fets onto the LZ. The rocket
a shoulder affair
which fires a slow-moving pro-
through the air, trailing smoke
and flame, is the equivalent of
the M79. 1t hurt.
“They were landing in the

around to fire on them.
ys there couldn’t. They
were all hit or pushed back
from the tubes by those rock-

Johnson said he was dri\r]g{l
from the pit and ran over a ht-
tle rise of ground to the forward
rifle positions, firing an M16 uo-
4l it ran out of ammunition.

“here were about 60 of them

tous slope to a little creek to
the southwest. An equally steep
islope leading to a taller ridge
!came then.

| If the trail on top of that next
ridge were followed, it would
lezd to the Song Ba River and
a ford which gave access to the
Dinh Binh Special Forces camp
which held Happy Valley (as
Gis call the Vihn Thioh Valley,
its formal name). The fighting

ian, There were holes all over!
the LZ and I couldn’t cover the
whole perimeter. I put my se-
curity in a kind of arc along
the lower side in the clearing
io cover the mortar fubes. I bad
a position up ahead on each
flank to cover a couple of gul-

We shot them and grenaded
them and we were getting
|fire and grenades back. Every-
body got it but me over there.
I ran out of ammo, I ran back|
to the mortar pit and hollered:
for them to throw me some am-
i h munition, There wasn't gnyhx]?_dy
v avrss e 125 e gros | 2% B0 00 ' o Ve b 3
was cut down or burned off — I:g]e nz:nd kepit] firing,” Johnson
had come when a Communisi DUt that ]mﬁe'up at the 1;:5 lonid
regiment’s preparation for an | - séyiglu couldn’t see into it,
attack on that camp were un- 3
covered on May 16,

trying to come up that gu]ly,]

aid.
Kirby said Castan ran and
jumped into his hole.
Companion Killed |
Castan said the NCO he had
killed.

going Lo get out of here?” Kirby;
said Castan asked him. i

“Then he asked me for a
pistol and I loaned him my .375
magnum and a handfull of am-
munition. I looked around and
hollored for a count and there
were six GIs and Castan alive.
1 holiered, ‘Let's Make it!™
Kirby said.

The men lunged up from he
holes, backing off the LZ with
its 15 dead Americans and at
least 60 dead Commumists lit-
tering the little battlefield.

“Johnson rared up. He came’
up hollering, backing off and
shooting both M16s. 1 saw him,
backing off, then he dived into!
the elephant grass. The rest of |
us kepl backing, All of us were;
bit. Casan was hit wilh frag-]
ments and had a bullel in hi
arm, he was backing ofl and|
firing. When we hil the gra.s!
we started running downhill
There was a trail, we saw il
and somebody yelled, ‘Hold up_"
We all knew they would have it
covered. Castan ran on and I,
heard the machincgun. He yell-|
ed, . . .I'm hit! Tm kil badl"
‘T couldn’t sce him but T knew:
ithal was it. He had left his cam-
Ieras on the hill and when 1 told|
him about it, just as we hil the:
grass, he said, ‘We'll worry
about that later, and kept on
shooting. He was a good guy.
We all liked him,” Kirby said.'

Slumps Into Grass §

Another GI was hit by the’
same automatic weapon and
slumped dead into the gra®s.!
Then the littie bandfull of sur-

vivors split, with Kirby killing|
one VC at point blank range|
with an M78, throwing g:enudesl
which he and Spanier said!
ivkilled seven right in one little|
bunch,” and finally shoolmgw
that last flare. i

Kirby said that when hei
‘-tumbled into the open when
Charlie Company came back 45
minutes later . . .the guys I
saw were crying. I guess I was|

been with was
l «iWhen in the hell are we

us, Ga,, Tuesday Morning, July 19, 1966

too. There was some good meni
killed there.”

Page— Five

(EDITOR’S NOTE: Charles
Black, Enguirer military writ-
er, has returned from Viet

months covering activitics of
the 1st Cavalry Division, In
addition to continuing his ar-
ticles on the Asiin war, Bleck
also has resumed his cover-
age of troop activities at Fort
‘Benning., Followwing is the
first of three articles on Op-
eration Crazy Horse.)

LI

By CHARLES BLACK
Enquirer Military Writer

AN KHE — Operation Cra-
zy Horse got ils name on May
18, courtesy of the 2nd Batta-
lion, 12th Cavalry. The outfit
landed on a piece of Viet Nam
even more weirdly arranged
than most of the mountain
range flanking Happy Valley
east of An Khe, where the is-
sue was decided with a st Air

. Cavalry victory over the 2nd
| Viet Cong Regiment,
{ Lt. Col. Otis Lynn the batta-
lion commander, Maj. Gene
Fox, the battalion operations
officer. and Capt. Joseph R.
Beeman, commander of Brava
+ Company which landed there
{irst, had been told the little
clearing was named "Landing
Zone Horse."
Things Happen

During the day of May 18, a
lot of things happened around
LZ Horse and it became a
kind of joke at the battalion
command post lo call it “The
craziest horse ever seen.” Col.
Lynn reached back into old
Cavalry history, pulled out the
name of Sitting Bull's famous
war chiel, Crazy Horse, and

Nam where he worked 3%,

the eampaign was named.

Beeman started the day of
May 17 by landing on LZ
Horse at 11:15 a.m. and meet-
ing Lt. Bruce Wilson whose
reconnaisance platoon  had
just checked the place out.

“The LZ looked secure, I
talked lo Bruce for a minute,
then got word from Col. Lynn
to push out to hill 766. We
kept arguing about that [or
the next two days. The map
is very inaccurate. 1 never did
get on 766, to tell you the
truth. T got on a foothill of if.
Every now apd then during
the next couple of days we
would have this argument
zbout (he hill. Once I remem-
ber he said ‘Look, you hard-
head, you're nol on hill 766.
Whether you believe il or not,
you're just net on it ' Bee-
man said.

Where Shooting Was

The matter of the proper
hill name was one of acsthe-
tics of course, because Lhe lo-
cation of B Company was very
easy lo delermine. It was
where all the shooting was.

Beeman moved up the slope
of 766—as shown incorrectly
on the maps of this wild Cra-
zy Horse area—with his com-
pany's feet wel.

“We had to cross a little
creek and then head straight
up a slope. 1t was one where
you really had to grab for the
vines. Those big, wet bhoots
made the [irst 75 yards like a
ski slide and it look some
scrambling. It was a tough
climb for 30 minutes and then
it got tougher because we
started taking small arms
fire about hall way up,” he
related.

Charles Biack Reports

‘Crazy Horse’ Was Apt Name

From the air, the hill des-
cribed as 766 an the map is a
vastly different arrangement
than the one on-paper ver-
sion. It is creasod in the mid-
dle by a gorge 230 vard< deep
with the southcastern section
of the mass, shown as one
big hill by the cartographer:,
actually a T-bone shaped hill
all its own.

Firing Stopped Climb

The small arms fire, which
sounded like two weapers, one
fully automatic, effeclively
stopped the scrabbling climb
of Beeman's three plaloons,
although it hads't hit an;one
vet. He decided (o have this
third plaloon work on the
problem (rom the first line of
march while he moved 112
M-t and second  platoon
araund to the northe c't in a
circular ayoroach to the ko

The fire from the hililop wes
too hizh to bolher the 1vv
platoons and it went well. The
third platoon kept tie snipers
engazed wilh fire of Lheir own.
The fire was geiting heavier
and more clfective on the
third platoon as it tried 1
move ahead, howc.er. The
terrain was rough, there was
some gras. and scrub brush,
a very tall tree growth over
this. The shadows were heavy
and we couldr’t spal the en-
emy.” Beeman said. “The
third platoon was la::ing down
a =+od hase of [ ¢ and hadn't
trken any ca aalties vet.”

Achieved Posill

He managed to »

tion wesl of

banked saddle which didn’t
show on the map, putting his

-econd platoon in to cover the
rear and moving the First pla-
Loon onto the Lop.

“The fir:t platoon was hil
by three machine guns and
seven or c'ght rifles. We had
moved the V. C. oul of some
holes here coming up, We
were in the open and the fire
was very heavy. There was
an empty Cong position behind
a tree and I prabbed it for a
vommand post—and late: on
found out it * 2 about 20 feet
from lwo machine gun posi-
tions,” Bueeman said.

The third platoon had come
ancer heavy fire by now and
had three casuall

“I decided the - eapons pla-
toon vasn't in a good spot up
on Lhe slope. I <unt them and
the second plation down to
the ROl base oozin o sot up
and support us 2-d they also
look  the casualties  Cown,"
Beoan vaid
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(EDITOR'S NOTE. Charl
Black Enquirer waligry wrd-
er, has retnrned from Vit
Nam where he workid 31s
mouths  coruring  activitics
of the Ist Carulri Dirision.
In addition to coniinutng his
articles on the A.an wuor,
Bleek alsa has resumed cors
erage o1 lroc, activities al
Fort Beuning, Follovidg is
the last of three grticles
oa Operation Cru g Horse.)
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By CHARLES BLACK
Enguirer Mililary Writer

AN KHE — Capt. Joseph
Beeman had led his Company
A, 2nd Battalion, 12th Cava-
Iry into a bitter fight on top
ol a mounlain ridge during Op-
eration Crazy Horse on May
18.

A Viet Cong charge had
come in within yurds of his
own position and he had fired
on the advancing cnemy and
killed onc of them.

*You know, until now I real-
ly didn'l think we had done

them any damage. All we '

could see were more and more
of them filtering in toward us.
All of the fire we were putting
out, I should have known i,
but you jusl couldn't tell,”
Beeman said as he described
the burst of action which open-
ed May 19, on the wrong hill.
Lt. Col. Otis Lynn, battalion
commander, called an the
radio then and asked il Bee-
man was "having a mad min-
ute?” (A preplanned all-out
fire used lo clear an area in
front of a position in which
every man fires as fast as he
can for one minute V. %—‘
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‘Charlie Is!*

“I lold him. *no, but Charlie
is”” 1 told him m situation
and said T thought I needed
help. He sent two platoons nip
from Company A then and 1
saw that LL David Porreca
came up first. We weve shoot-
ing in the CP and the lefl
side of the line vas ahout
done.

“I turned my cves from see-
ing Porreca and saw a rille
moving away from the hale on
my left where a GI had been
killed. Then I saw a little hel-
met and a liltle face and I
shot that Cong twice with an
Mi6 from about 15 feet , . .
that was the first one I KNEW
wos dead. I realized then that
we must be hurting them bad-

“I started toising grenades
and decided to move my CP
back, it was too close to the
Cong for good management.
Sgt. Harvey came over and
laid down next to me by the
tree. He was going to fire to
cover me and the RTOs leav-
ing. The machineguns opened
up then and he was hit in the
Iwrist by two rounds. We pull-
ed him back.

“Lt. Claiborne Randall Jr.,
my first platoon leader, ran up
to the tree then. I yelled
for him to get away from there
and he gol hit in the wrist or
hand. Somehow [ got hold of a
couple of people and got them
into the hole with the jam-
ined machinegun and they got
it to working.

“When thal lking started put-
ting out some fire we were
able to get the CP and the
wounded back a little ways. 1
guess we got back 30 or 40
feet, It was about 8 a.m. now,”
Beeman said.

Porreca had just slarted
what was going to be a mem-
orable day's work by moving
around to the side of the em-
battled line and moving {ip Lhe
hilt to the positions Sgt. Haw-
throne's squad had held ear-
lier.

Porreca used a page [rom
the Communist's own book —
one often ignored by American
commanders in preparing
their troops for combat—and
had his men camouflage as the
enemy had, tying branches
around them and hanging them
on their backs. He headed

Charles Black Reporis-

‘Friends’ Help Company A Own Wrong Hill

them out of the line on a |

crawling approach to the ene-
my, .

“Al the same time, Charlie
was trying the same thing on
us. He was crawling out of his
lines just as Porreca and his
boys were crawling in on his
flank! He had about 30 men
behind him. Another platoon
came up and I told them to
move down, come around the
southern slope, and try to
flank the Cong on that side.
The same approach the third
platoon had tried the day be-
fore. That situation was de-
veloping out front when the
platoon frem A Company got
{fire at the old third platoon
position, just like the pre-
ceding day.” Capt. Beeman
said.

Brig. Gen. S. L, A. Marshallsssssesessmse:

Man Stood Up

Eoeman then told of sudden-
Iy seeing a man standing up
oul to his front,

“He slood up and yelled—
here's one for vou, you dirty
5.0.B.” and he threw a gren-
ade. [ yelled *. . .get down you
damned fool.” He hit the
ground and the grenade went
off and knocked out a ma-
chinegun, killing four Cong.
Then he came up again,
charging the second gun,
grenading it and knocked Lhat
one out!

"It was Porreca. His pla-
teon was moving on. now. and
I told the plateon on the slope
to push forward. Thev did and
then we all pushed the Cong |
on back to the other side of the |
draw. L

“The Cong were over on hill |
786, where we were supposed
to have been and weren't, and
they had reinforced with three
more machineguns from the
east slope. Porreca had nine
wounded now and he had gone
as {ar forward as he could, the
forward movement stopped at
the draw,"” Beeman said.

The platoon which had come :
up from the slope had also
stopped there and had one |
man wounded. The fire was |
loo heavy for them to pull
back from there.

Jockeyed Units

Becman *jockeyed” the two
platoons back a few feet at a
time. One platoon would
shoot, the other pull its wound-
ed back, (hen it would lake up

”(he"Iire ar_nj l_he ughey group

pull back. The position was [in-
ally established about 50 yards
down the ridge from the old
CP line.

“It was about 3:30 p.m. and
1 had myself a preity good
position. I had my weapons
platoon portering up ammuni-
tion all of this time so I had a
triple load. Then I saw Lt.
William C, Comee bringing the
vest of Company A on up the
hill and into position. In facl,
he hz! waler and they brought
up cold chicken wilh them
and passed it out to the hun-
&Y men [rom Company B.

AT

Beeman went 1o work and
crealed a lusurions position
He tied in rifle positions, dng'
(!eﬁp. set out trip flares and
Lla)'_mmje mines, kept mortars
coming in all night and moved
out the two [reshest platoons
cirly the nexy morning,

They tound 83 dead Commun-
515, There were 30 VC gre-
tades thrown  which hadn’t
Lune olf—defeelive grenades
e the bane of jhe Comny-
s Troops — g picked up
five machineguns and stack
ol nther weapons,

The extra room he had

hacked out alsn brought aid
from Lt Col. Joe Bush's 2nd
Battalion (Airborme) 19th Artil-
lery who fired their 105mm
howilzers all night. Big eighi-
inch guns joined in and poand-
cd he retreat roules. The ARA
from the 2nd Baltalion. 20th
Atrtillery had a clear lield of
lire and went to work.

.ompany B — with the help
ol fricnds — owned the wrong
al last, There was a final
acl of irony on the last morn-
ing, howe and it was all in
the savage, macabre vein of
the humor of Crazy Hor

S

3

A Communist found a Clay-
more mine wire and dragged
it toward him. He pulled the
lit{le exploder mechanism

from its position in an Ameri-

can fole to his own hiding
place behind a small tree.
*Just at daybreak, he shot
it. I don't know whal in the
devil possessed (bhe guy. He
hadn’t turned the Claymore
around and it was aimed right
al hiwn, It lore him to pieces,
just as if he had committed

suicide. He was the last one -

to die up there,"” Capl. Bee-
nan said.
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GIs Prove the Mainstay of Viet Civil-Action Programs
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AN KHE, South Vietnam.

HAVE just returned from

the, dedication of the first
public school to be opened in
this community, It was a
heartwarming event and &n
impressive ceremony.

The district chief, Vu, pre.
sided. Vu, 32, labors an aver-
age 18 hours daily to further
the welfare of his people and
every American here vouches
for his honesty.

Gen. John Norlon, Ist Cav-
alry Division commander,
spoke, and so did Gen. Che,
who commands the Govern-
ment division near here. A
colorfully dressed Boy Scout
iroop from An Khe, organized
and attired by U. S. troops,
raised the flag and formed
the special honor guard.

Then the generals inspected
the school and dedicated a
plague and flagpole. After-
ward, we went on lour to the

An Khe library, cpened a few
days ago, and the An Khe
hospital, which had 300 vil-
lagers on sick call, all under
the care of U. 5. Army dae-
tors and technicians.
P
THE hospital was built by
U. 8. soldiers out of the
ruins of a building which the
Japanese pccupation force set
up here in 1941 as a dispen-
sary and morgue.

An Khe one year ago was
2 desolate, oppressed village
of 2100. It is now a greatly at.
tenuated city of 25,000, having
become such after the cavalry
division moved here. Happy
Valley, which extends from it
[or 20 miles, and is good rice-
growing country, was then
depopulated and overrun by
Vietcong. It has become re-
peopled and its farm families
are beginning to have hope
because of what our military
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ere doing for them.

The walls of a second school
are already up, There are
4000 children here of school
age up to the 5th year of ele-
mentary, and classrooms for
less than 1000. There would
be none whatever had not
the members of (his garrison
at Camp Radcliff—the same
men who are doing the fight-
ing—put up their money to
pay for the school and buy
the benches. It was their idea
in the first place, and they
shared with Vu's office the
costs of the materials besides
providing much of the labor.

One town in Connecticut
sent $2000 for the new hos-
pital ward, which is now near-
ly complete, The construction
is being directed by an Ameri-
can medical sergeant who
knew a little about such things
when in civilian life.

The refugee camp here was

A A T e A

ém in order by U. 8. soldier
labor. A concrete pigpen set
up as a project (o help one
hamlet, and a coconut plan-
tation that was seeded lo as-
sist another hamlet, were
also aided by the American
military.
.

BU’I‘ these are no Special

Service soldiers directly
assigned to carry out civil
action programs in support
of the Vietnamese rehabilita-
tion. They are combat men
and what they give in funds
and labor is purely voluntary,

There is no pressure from
the top command for such
contributions. A bucket is put
in the messhall, just another
kitty to be fed.

On every hand there are
large shortages—the library,
the schools, the hospital.

Here is an opportunily for
Americans at home who ask:

TR RGN R

What can I do? If they could
see the tots in the hospltal—
the malaria, pneumonia and
malnutrition cases — they'd
know what 1o do. Or the thou-
sands of children playing in
the streets and fields during
school hours because the
classrooms are already bulg.
ing.

The settlement and the val-
ley have been pretly well
purged of Vietcong at the
cost of American blood. To
give its thousands of people
a living chance to betler their
existence through adequate in-
stitutional care requires ten-
fold the money and effort that
U. S. soldiers here can put
forth, There will be adequate
programming only when there
is a voluntary fund-raising
drive by citizens and organi-
zations on our home front.
The money will be carefully
2dministered by our military
command. This Is a large part
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of the business of defeating
the Communist enemy and it
is geiling hardly any atten.
tion.

|
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IS IT any wonder the recent
speech by Vice President
Hubert H. Humphrey, in which
be said that the war here will
not be won by U. S. soldiers
with rifles and bayonets but
by American civilians, bring-
ing order to the villages,
sounds like mockery and hum.
bug? Troops here resented %
every word of it.

Look in these villages and
you see no American eivilians.
The good works and the good-
will are being provided by
U. S. soldiers, They know
U. S. eivilian specialists will
not come here in any number
until the situation is deemed
fairly safe. It will only be
made so by soldiers who care
more about people than about
fighting.
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Charles Black Reports

Expectancy Surrounds Song An Hutches —

In oullining the operations af
the division, from September

'Kinnard Atiributes ik s

rd

'

(ERITORS XOTE: Charles
Block,  Eegeirer  malilarg
weriter, eoeiiaies Bis reports
font aetar s ot the UWN, Bgitte
ing mes Vier Now, Blick.
wiho wtiy returacd Jrooe
Jris thied @sstgwment 1ot
Aaiaa bettlel s ulsn has
resioed s caverage of aoil-
Cdlesd ¢ wirsat Fort  Buows
[TA

By CHAR BLACK
Enquirer Miiltary Wriler

AN KHE — 1t is best 1o
ain amounl  of

otics: the par-
donable ewy v of the 1,700
residents ol Song An Vill
the hopes of the First Caval-
r¥ Divisi

ion’s Ist Brigade Civil
Affairs Seetion: the two-story

birdcage owned by Father
Nguc in East An Khe and a
cerlain deal made with Capl.
Donald Savage, the Cpnl Al-
fairs Adviser to the Air Cav-
alry Division — and the dra-
ma atlencling the recovery of
one huck vabbit from surgery
made necessary because of be-
ing Irightencd by a Caribou.

“Then the story becomes per-
feetly simple and !Iugmnl.:mﬂ
is lransformed into a straight-
forward aceount of the kind
of thing being dose lo further
goud relations avound An Khe
by the civil alfairs programs.

This is about the way it
goes:

There is constderable [rus-
{ration available where Vici-
numese pigs are concerned.
They aren’L exactly Yorkshire
elite. A good Arkansas razor-
back would be shecked at the

i spectacle of a  Vielnamese
. porker. in facl. They have
sway backs. undersides which
olten Irail the ground. taper
ungracelnlfy at the ham end
and run to a lot of snout and
cars_al (he other,
‘Can'l Believe the Pigs’

1 just isn'l possible lo real-
Is breed pigs which look like
these pigs, 1 don't believe. We
hope to ligure oul a way l_n
improve the breed, but il is
going lo be a slow program

" anv way vou look at it. There

must be (housands of years
of background in producing a
pig which has as litle to ol
fer as the ones we found in
Song An and An Khe in gen-
eral.” Savage said.

The villagers needed a live-
stuck program which would
vield some quick results while
the pig program eriginally en-
visioned worked oul some of
the problems,

“ubhi w ribbits have
a 28 day sestation period and

We . LoLowelle everyhudy
knows  about vabbits as a
i fivestock  program,”
Savage exclaimed.

LI, Salvidore Raveri and Lt
Hamer Wilson of the 1=t Bri-
gade’s  civil alfars seclion
went tn Sove An-where

noone prow
and 1alked abowt
rabbits. They tound 11 famil
iex who would put up piastres
ck on
abouwt

or paw — whichever.
Bucks and Does
avly in May  they  came
with 20 rabbits. suitably
arranged in sels of bucks and
dues tas rabhil expeits sep-
arale the bunnies) and a eris-
s,
The biggest and most prom-

ising herd sive of the ful, u
burly, spotted buck consider-
ed to hold the rveal {ulure of
the rabbit herd lor Sug An.
had become enraged at the
smindd of the Caribou engines
when the CV=2 Lok off al Tan
Son Nhut and had atte )
ta kick his way out ul the
e hael ingd i
and the four du re
ticular group were just plain
aul of buck,
Someboedy a Ytlle ma
miliae with vabhit
was called e the
velerimrian who  miade
hasty examination of the
performe
ry. He s lreals
ing the buck al base camp
and expeets a [ull recovery
and the residents of Song An
and the Sung An rabbil huteh-
es are all equally hopelul of
B
The vel also ex|
the reason  Vietnamese pi
looked like Vietnnmese pi
is heeause there had not been
enough  crosshreeding  done
over the centuries, t
The horrible thought of Song
An rabbits louking like Song
An pigs (rabbils could accom-
plish the same thing accom-
plished by pigs in an infinite-
horter period of time, con-
ving {he quick change of
generations)  caeed  more
concern.

Savage. who works <¢loscly
with Father Ngoe. the
namese priest at the m
in East An Khe, intorested the
padre in the rabbit program.

TInicrested Triesi

+He offered the use of a
. Iwo story bird cage he had.
. {he Best rabbit huleh in the
" area. The bamboo cagus used
¢ in Song An aren'l guite the
rvight thing, we've [ound oul.
What we nceded was that .
fine, long. iwe-story bird

cage." Savage said.

Father Npoe said he would |

AN

| provide the cage (or rabbit }
i hutch) and Savage. in the in- |
| teresls of a well-planned rab-
i bit herd. is obtaning another
" group of rabbits Irom the Sai-
{ gon markel. The mission
. would take a percenlage of
the rabbil crep.

‘i “When the two bunches of

rabbits get started, we will
. swap them from East An Khe
! ta Song An so we can get im-

proved specimens,” Capl. Sa-
. vage said.

. There is oue final problem,
! however.

The rabbits at Seng An had
been there for 30 days on
June 17. a couple of days past
the minimum period for a new
. evele of rahbits tp be expeel-

cd.

. No new bunnier.
No Privacy

“You sec, the people avound
here never have raised rab-
bits betore, They haven'l seen
. too many rabbits. in facl. The
. rabbits are.a Kind of altrac-
tion, and all of 1h> folks walch
, them all of the time. Well
© there just hasn't been any in-
erease as vel. We've got o

nined.
2 ma-
jor projeet. his inui -
slow and patient march low-
ard getling more pork por
porker. with pig feed and oth-
er agricultural supplies com-
ing in through the Civil Al
| fairs program. as weil as vel-
i erimary advice. ele. — but il
! hasut quite captured the im-
agination of Senz An and
East An Khe and the Amei-
eans involved quile as much
as the rabbit project.
S iz going to be a reat
great thing when n all ges
poing 1 ght. The- - rabhbits wi

it

hich he left almosl a year ago as commander of

v K “OLL ! ki bus w! nder of
AN EHE 70 FOLLAUE_Dish s oo 0. Kinnard points lo An Khe, the base his divi-

Security to Ist Cav

By CHARLES BLACK
Enquirer Military Wriler
The 1st Air Cavalry Division's battlefield explaits in
the central highlands of South Viet Nam have been re-
{lected in a gridwork of areas freed from Viet Cong
dominalion and put under government control and a
“feeling of general securily” over huge chunks of that
zone, Maj. Gen. Harry W. O. Kinnard said in Columbus

Thursday.

Kinnard, appearing al a
Chamber of Commerce-sponsor-
ied press conference and recep-
“tien at the Chamber office build-
{ing at 5 p.m., predicted thal the
‘future of combat operalions in
Viet Nam will be “more and
more campaigns aimed at road
security."

This type of operation, possi-
ble now that regular North Viet-
,namese regiments and Viel
Cong Main Force regiments
have been kicked out of arcas
where they formerly had a
“winning technique," opens sur-
face transportation routes, tak-
ing the pressure off aerial sup-
ply lines and allowing the civil-
ian economy to develop by let-
ting fraffic and merchandise
move from one place Lo another,
Kinnard stated. '

Public Thanks :

The briefing which the former
division commander gave local
news mediz also included a word
of “public thanks to the people
of Fort Benning, Columbus and
Phenix City for the tremendous
support, sympathy and compas-
sion shown not only for our fam-
g}‘aes who remained here but also

r the men on duly with the di-
fision,”

“I would also like to publicly
commend the families of the 1st
Air Cavalry Division. I was ex-y
tremely proud of them," he:
said.

After the formal briefing, Kin-|
nard told The Enquirer that
“there is no question concern-
ing ‘i’ there will be further de-
velopments of airmobile units.
The question is ‘when. The
questions of helicopter produe-
tion and training of pilots and!
mechanics are the big prob-
lems.” .

ton in May 1866, Gen, Ki
i arious lype mis-

Search and destroy operations
in which the target was de-
struetion of North Vietnamese
and Viet Cong main force units.

Search and clowr operations
which were Lo open an area lor
permanent oceupation by Viel-
namese Lroops and  allow per-
manent pacification.

Road  security  operalions
which opened up Highway 19
and other routes from the coast
10 the interior of the highlands.

Spoiling attacks aimeu at de-
feating the stralegy of the ene-
my by uncovering his designs
and meving against him

He noled Lhat huze arcas
around Dong Son. Qu Nhon,
BRinh Khe, An Khe and the
“Happy Valley' arca northeast
of An Khe had been opened lor
permanent pacificat on by Air
jCavalry operations.

The historie **Masher - White
{Wing" operalion arwind Bong
Son. which look the iiggest loll
ol Communist milita:y strength
‘since the battles around Plei
iMe, Chu Pong Mountain and
Ia Drang River last fall, was a
{search and destro operalion

which turned into a sweep and

clear campaign before it was

Tinished.

He said the divislon’s 3rd Bri-
gade, commended by Col. Har-
oid Moore, and its 2nd Brigade,
commanded by Col. Ray Lynch,
“cut a 360 depgree traverse
laruund the coastal plain city to
wipe out Viet Cong units and
ruin the “infrastructure” of the
Viet Cong political apparatus
there.

A second campaign into the

szme area which “beat up on
Ithe remaining Viet Cong units”
‘had added to the general se-
|eurity of the area, now under
|full government control and
completely reorganized for reg-
lular government administra-
Ition, Kinnard added.
- He said a major success in
the most recent campaigns,
commenring with the first Bong
Son battle, was the quality of
combat intelligence available to
American forces. He said that
lhey were able to develop in-
formation [rom prisoners and
other sources which let them
know what cnemy units were in
the [ighting and what their
strength was and how hard
they were hit by losses during
the combat.

“If I were to pick an outstand-
ing point, I would say the de-
ployment of artillery into un-
likely spots by helicopters would
be it,” Gen. Kinnard said as he
asserted that the concept of air
mobility had been proved in
combat “even beyond our hopes;
and expectations.” He also laud-
ed the aerial rocket artillery
battalion (rockel firing helicop-
ters) of the division.

He said that the ability of the
st Squadron, 9th Cavalry, de-
veloped in Fort Benning tesling
and commanded in carly eriti-
cal combal by Col. John B.
Stoczton, wei Lhe biggest sur-
prise to him personally.

“[ had some persanal doubts
that they could find this type of
encmy under the conditions of;
this kind of combaf. They prov-{
ied that they could nol only dol
©o0, but that they also could gcl'
ihold of him and fix him so oth-
ter forces could get into the
ifight,” Kinnard said of the sk;

Jca\a}ry squadron.
{ Commenting on the low rate
Iof helicopter losses (one chnn-l
_per fotally destroyed to <cach]
116,500 combat sortirs according;
.to figures he quoted) he termed!
the craft ““. . .a very durablei
bird.” He added that one of the!
best sources of combat intelli-|
gence for locating the elusive;

E i the 1st Air Cavalry Division. Maj. Gen. Harry T a8y _ i r
give those prople a sense of sion hacked out of the mountain wilderness for a new home. Kinnard reviewed :::e:ocrem;r g‘le iCommunist unii: was “ground-
ownership and when the pro- vision's opet.lions in the central highlands since last Seplember in s pressbecronu( D itaens {fire on heliconters.”
aram st producing & *rse Chimber of Commerce office building Thursday. Local officials and members “When somebody shoots at a-

fter ihe press briefing. Gen. Kinnard assumes new

i er of rabbits, it will be ilary C i en a reception aj I
nomber of 1 8 and Mililary Council atlended pi (o by Jim Adams. :

; : helicopter, vou can be reason-
a very impertant supplement duties in Washington, D. C., in Augusl.—Enguirer pnol

ably sure there is an unfriendly

to the loeal diet. Rabbit meai
15 a delicacy in this country.”™
Savage concluded.

party on the ground and that
|vou "have an accurate location
‘of them,” he said drily.




