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‘Charles Black Reports

He'd Laugh,

BY CHARLES BLACK
Ledger-Enquirer Military Weiter

BINH DINH~They came to him—his friends—kneeling to
hold his hand or pat him on the head. Some bugged him and
he mixed tears with laughter.

For PFC Dave Rose of Philadelphia, it was a day he will
never forget, And it was the climax of an ordeal which started

. @t 2:15 p.m. May'I5 on a mountain ridge near here in the TUg-
ged terrain of South Viet Nam.

Rose was ane of a squad of 1st Cavalry Division soldiers
who had fought a heroic battle against a Viet Cong platoon,
and although outnumbered three to one, the handful of GIs
had kept the”VC from surprising and overrunning the rest of
their company. "

Rose’s squad lost heavily in the hapd-to-hand battle —
four men were killed and only ona escaped unhurt, Rose was
wovnded in the arm and from 2:15 p.m. May 15 until 6:30 a.m,
the next day his ability to “play dead” kept him alive.

The Viet Cong searched his clothing and rolled his body
ahout on the ground, One of Rose’s buddies lay by him, also
woudad, He moved and the Viet Cong shet him.

Rose remained motionless ontil the VC left the battle area

e s

- AP News and Wirephoto, Full UPI Servico
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3 ' Bial Pholes by Charies Black
‘IT WAS LIKE THIS ;. ? PFC DAVE RUTH STARTS STORY OF HIS #4-HOUR ORDEAL

Then Weep

mdthanhidunﬁjh'urncudbylpl*ml

In the nessy safely of the rear area, Rose sat
while his wound was bandaged.
then they touched him, as if they couldn't believe
there. They were very tender and very profane
to him. 5

And Rose cried and grinoed in

The company of air cavairymen ha
fight which led up to the hig

- Valley.”

Company B, Second Batalion, ighth Cavalry, command-
ed by Capt. J. D. Coleman, fought the VC for
hours befare reinforcerents, usder the command of Lt, Col.

g

Rutland Beard, were flown to the sceme in CH47 Chinook
helicopters.
The helicopters flew back to An Khe with the dead, wrap-

ped in ponchoes and -poncho limers. Thers were two rows of
umwhuhldpuidthemfuamﬁﬂpiavmmm.
Rose was lucktier than his poncho-covered comrades. He
Sat on a muddy Vielamese hillside and mixed tears with
laughter, H
And his friends were doing the same.

—
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A BUDDY PUTS HIS ARM AROUND YO
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AR CAVALRY
GETS SUPPORT IN
2-DAY BATILE;
REDS ON THE RUN

Three U.S, Battalions
Help Beat Back N.
Viet Namese—Rains
Slow Air War

SAIGON, South Viet Nam,
May 17 (AP)~United States air
cavalrymen moved heavy rein-
forceéments against 350 or more
MNorth Viet Namese regulars in
the central highlands today and
reported that the Communists
weie on the run,

Helicopters airlifted three bat-
talions of reinforcements to the
battle, 35 miles northwest of Qui
INhon and 256 miles northeast of
Saigon. - °

Adter brisk fighting throughout
the day—the second day of the
engagement—reports from head-
quarters of the First Air Cavalry ~
Division said the enemy force
was retreating at nightfall.

The engagement started Mon-
day when an outnumbered com-
pany of cavalrymen clashed
with strongly intrenched North
Viet Namese. Some of this fight-
ing was hand to hand.

The U.S. command in Saigon
said that 28 Communist troops
had' been killed in the opening
sixhour fight Monday, but an
officer at the scene said 30 en-
emy bodies had been counted
and he estimated the total en-
emy- dead at 85. American cas-
uvalties were listed as moderate,

It was the only reported
grodnd action of any size in the
Viet Nam war and monsoon
raihs once again cut sharply
into the American air offensive
ovef North Viet Nam.

. B-523 Above Weather

US. Air Force B-52 bombers,
flying above the weather at
40,000 feet, struck for o third
successive day at a Viet Cong
trogp base and storage area 70
miles north of Saigon in Binh
Long province, near the Cam-
bodian border,

Also along the Cambodian
border, the U.S. First Infantry
Divjsion, winding up & 25 - day
sweep though a Communist
sanctuary, reported teday that
it, had destroyed enough sup-
plies and equipment to house,
fepd and arm a guerrilla army,

in #ts clean-up of War Zone
C,70 miles northwest of Saigon,®

division seized 4,200,000
pdunds of rice and 163 boats
and -sampans. It destroyed 68
Red base camps, four jungle
factpries, three hospitals and
Bl4-other buildings. The division
killed 116 Communists in the
operation,

U.5. Navy and Air Force pilots
hampered by foul weather, flew
only 17 missions yesterday over
North Viet Nam, The concen-

and the Mu Gia pass.

U5, planes flew 297 sorties

ovér South Viet Nam yesterday
to support ground operations,

cad

Viet Reds on Run

aicago Wewd | %y WAY ag

In Highlands Battle

SAIGON (AP) — U.S. air
cavalrymen hurled heavy rein-
forcements against a force of
350 or more Nerth Vietna-
mese regulars in the central
highlands Tuesday and report-
ed the Communists were on the
Tun,

Helicopters  airlifted three
battalions of reinforcements to
the battle scene 15 miles west
of An Khe and 250 miles
northeast of Saigon.

After brisk fighting through-
out the day — the second day
of the engagement — reports
from headquarters of the lst
Cavalry (Air Mobile) Division
said the enemy force was re-
treating.

THE ENGAGEMENT
started Monday when an out-
numbered company of cav-
alrymen clashed with strongly

hed North Vi e.
Some of this fighting was
hand-to-hand.

‘The U.S. command in Saigon
said 28 Communist troops
were killed in the opening six~
hour fight Monday, but a
division officer at the scene
said 30 enemy bodies were
counted and estimated the total
enemy dead in the encounter
at 85.

American  casuallies  were
listed as moderate.

It was the only reported
ground action of any size in the
VYiet Nam war, and continuing
monsoon rains once again cut
sharply into the American air
offensive over North Viet
Nam.

ON THE political front,
Buddhist leaders threatened a

showdown with Premier
Nguyen Cao Ky's military re-
gime and vowed to give their
lives if necessary o force the
government lo end its cam-
paign against antigovernment
Buddhists and troops in the
northern provinces.

Ky alerted troops of ‘the
elite  7th Infantry Division
Tuesday to stand by in case
of Buddhist rioting in Saigon.
Two battalions — about 1,000
men — were reported moving
in from the south.

Acting US. Ambassador
William Porter conferred with
Ky. There was no official
statement on their exchange,
but informed sources said Por-
ter demanded that the United
States be kept informed of all

future moves of the Saigon

government.

Loyal Vietnamese marines
tried 1o extend their control in
Da Nang but called off a
march into the eastern part of
the city when they encountered
a strong rebel force. The rebels
took control of a third pagoda
while sniping continued.

In Hue, a Vietnamese offi-
cer fired two pistol shots at a
helicopter carrying the new
Vietnamese 1st Corps com-
mander and the U.S. Marine
Brig. Gen. Jonas M. Plait, on
2 peace mission among the
disidents.

One shot hit the helicopter,
causing no appreciable dam-
age, but a U.S. spokesman said
an American gunner in the air-

craft returned the fire, Killed |

the officer and wounded six
Vietnamese soldiers.

U.S. Air Force B-52 bomb-
ers, flying above the weather
at 40,000 feet, struck for a
third successive day at the
same target near the Cambo- |
dian border.

’ﬁlk Fate siomes

GIs Mop Up,i
Count 416

8 MAY 7

Cong Killed

SAIGON (AP) — Survivors of
a smashed Communist battalion
threw away their weapons and:
melted into the countryside Sat-
urday in an effort to elude hotly
pursuing U.S. Air Cavalrymen
and South Vietnamese
who already have killed 416 of
them,

The battleground victory on
the central coast overshadowed
other military developments.
U.S, spokesmen in Saigon said
that despite the arrival of mon-

' soon rains American warplanes

blasted targets in North Viet
Nam,
Bridges Blasted

A delayed report told of the
destruction by U.S. planes of
two spans of the Bac Giang
Railroad and highway bridge 25
miles northeast of Hanol, the
northern capital, cutting a vital,|
supply route from Communist,
China.

The U.S. Alr Force and units
of the U.S. 1st Air Cavalry Divi-
sion accounted for 332 of the
Communists killed in operation
Davy Crockett, 10 miles north of
Bong Son and about 280 miles
northeast of Saigon. The South
Vietnamese claimed 84.

dettison Weapons

Associated Press Correspon-
dent Bob Poos, with the calvar-
ymen, reported the Communist
survivors followed their usual
tactic of throwing away their
weapons to facilitate escape.
Poos said the enemy force had
been identified as the 7th Bai-
talion of the Quyet Tam (deter-
mination) Regiment.

In Saigon, a U.S. military
spokesman said there was “pre-
cious little left” of the enemy

hit.
40 Captored

In addifon to the enemy :
death toll, the allled force re-
ported capturing 40 prisoners
and questioning 515 persons sus-
pected of being Viet Cong or
Viet Cong sympathizers. Pre-
sumably those guestioned were
natives of the area,

The scene of the fighting was
near South Viet Nam's route 1,
2 main highway that runs slong
the coast from the 17th Parallel
to Saigon.

It was the sharpest ground
tighting in three weeks, It

1Wt:vegan Thursday. i

v | . Ll L b . il : T . .

ON DEFENSE IN A RICE PADDY—Members of a scout
platoon of the Ist Cavalry Division take up defensive
positions in a rice paddy near Bong Son, South Viet Nam,
Wednesday afler it was fired on during a sweeping opera-

tion. The platoon, an advanced unit sent to prepare the
way for a brigade, was trapped in the paddy and suffered
some losses—its lone officer fell wounded and had to be
evacuated—before help arrived. (UPI Radiotelepholo)



By PAUL HEMPHILL
Allanta Journal Columnist

AN KHE. Viet Nam. May
16--The convoy pulled out of
Kontum at 8:30 in the morn-
ing. In all,
there were -
nearly 100 ve-
hicles. The
sections of the
convoy were
spaced 10 min-
ules apart.
Qurs came
last, and there
were 25 to 30
trucks and
Jeeps in it.

When you abandon a small
dlace like Kontum, it makes
a lot of people sad to see you
leave. People like Adam
Bombay, for instance, an‘In-
dian who owns almost a
whole block of stores and can
sel you anything wholesale
had sold enough in one
lo the Ist Air Cavalry
Division to relire and go back
home. And the kids who
sneak up lo the back of your
tent and sell beer and Cokes.

Paul Hemphill
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HEMPHILL IN VIET NAM

Memory of Another War

And the girls at the Texas
Bar. who had not done su well
sirce. the last time the Ameri-
cins came and (ried to mop
un the area of Viet Cong.
Maybe all of this is why there
w5 a sign at the bridge leav-
ing town, a sign which had
sprung up overnight and
sald; “Good Luck."

“NO GRENADES, please,”
one of the Gls yelled at the
people lining the streels as the
convoy moved out.

* “Hurry up, you'll be late
for the ambush,” said an-
other.

It was a good line,
everyhody who heard it
laughed. Everybody also
laughed a sort of dry laugh,
because they knew where the
convoy was going. Halfway
between Pleiku and An Khe,
it would go over the Mang
Giang Pass. There are not
many soldiers in Viet Nam
today whe have not heard of
the Mang Giang Pass.

Highway 19 is a bad slretch
of road, but it is one of the

|

\Cavalrymen, Entrenched || ‘

Six-Hour Contact ]si'
Broken Off I
|

|
? By ROBERT TUCKMAN |
. SAIGON (AP)—American Air.
'Cavalrymen and a strongly en-
trenched Viet Cong force fought!
+a six-hour battle Monday near
jthe coast of central Viet Nam,;
|a US. military spokesman re-
;ported Tuesday, Details were!
Isketchy. |
.. The battle was the first re-|
iport of signilicanl ground fight-
ing after a weekend of political|-
turmoil. Viel Cong terrorists|
struck against pelice in Saigon
Monday in a series of attacks,
however, ]

Communist harassmenl in Lhe.
capital apparently was aimed;’
al pouring more trouble on the
military government beset by
a new wave of Buddhist unrest
in Saigon and open rebellion in
its northern provinces. i

Bad weather slowed the U.S.
air offensive.

The US. spokesman said ele- -
menis of st Air Cavalry divi-
sion made contact with the Viet',
Cong at 2 p. m. Monday about
35 miles nor{hwest of coastal
Qui Nhon, which is 275 miles
northeast of Saigon. Contact
was broken after six hours. |

He.said there were no reporls
on casualties on either side,
but indications were the cavalry- .
men were trying to re-eslablish
conlacl.

“The ememy is strongly dug
in in the area and is well camou-
flaged." the spokesman said.

In one terrorist attack in Sai-
gon, a Viet Cong squad am-
bushed a South Vietnamese po-|
lice patrol in the dock area.
One policeman was killed. Two!
others were wounded. Three
" Americans and 11 Vietnamese!
were wounded in raids at four
other poinis in the capital and
its suburbs. One Viet Ceng was
reported killed.

U.5. military officials looked
glooniily at the possible effects
of tha political turmoil on the
war against ‘lhe Communists.
The officials said it could only
help the enemy if it drags on.

. Viet Cong Force Battle

£

.
1
i

better ones in this country. It
connects the towns of Pleiku
and An Khe, a stretch ol
about 50 miles. The road has
always belonged to the Com-
munists.  Halfway  belween

the two towns is the Mang -

Giang Pass. The pass is less
than {wo miles long, a place
where the highway has been
cut  through tremendously
steep mountains covered with
heavy irees and elephant
grass. If there were ever a
perfect spot for an ambush,
this is it.

The French found this out
in 1954, less than three weeks
before the end of ils fruitless
eighl-year war in Viet Nam.

ON JUNE 24, 1954, the elite
Group Mobile 100 of the
French forces was forced to
abandon An Khe lo the Viet
Minh. There were nearly
3,200 men in the convoy as it
set out for Pleiku. Group Mo-
bile 100 was a highly mobile,
flexible fighting force, the
pride of Framce, It was about

CHICAGO SUN-TIMES, Frl,, May 13, 1966

all France had lcit for its
last-ditch stand.

Group Mobile 100 ap-
proached the Mang Giang
Pass in the middie of the

day, and suddenly all hell
broke loose. Screaming out of
the tops of the peaks in the
pass. lhe Viet Minh made a
shambles of Group Mobile |
100, There was nowhere to
turn. After the ambush was
finished, the French had lost
half of the 3,200 men, all of
their artillery, 85 per cent of
their vehicles and 68 per cent
of their signal equipment.
For all intents and purposes,
Mang Giang knocked France
from the war.

The convoy had been stead-
ilv climbing for some time
now. All of the bridges be-
tween Pleiku and An Khe had
been blown up by the Viet
Cong. Helicopters hummed
overhead, c¢.corting the con-
voy. About 1,000 foot soldiers
had been guarding the entire .

Turn to Page 7, Column 2!
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HEMPHILL

Continued from “*age )

- route, Highway 19. with tanks

and big guns. waiting for (he

- convoy lo pass through.

“There's what's Jelt of the
French,” an officer said.

BEFORE the convoy had
reached the highest point in
the pass, everybody could sec
it. There were fwo French
armored trucks, rusted and
broken, left just as they had
been left 12 years earlier by
the Viet Minh. And then a
monument, in French and
Vietnamese, (o the memory of
the French Group Mobile 100,
It was a chilling sight.

“The French theory in an
ambush was to try and out-run
them. We stop and fight,”
the officer said.

And we went through tne
pass. Mang Giang Pass. It
went straighl up from the
winding road, straight up lo
the sky with elephant grass
so high il could hide a tank.
And what you kepl thinking

| about was how it must have

felt to be a parl of an elite
force like Group Mobile 100,
proud and strong but done in
by a bunch of people in pa-

jamas and sandals.

*Of course,” somebody said.
“we've gol helicopters and the
French didn’t.” You wonder
how much difference it would

 have made.

Sie
-

Message From Garza
Pays Off In Viet

Remember that message from Sgt. Paul Garza, the Chicago
G' in Viet Nam, 1o Mayor Daley? He asked for a Chicage
strzel sign to bolstzr morale of Chicago soldiers in his outfit,
- Company A, Tst Battalion, 5th Cavalry. And while the mayor
was at it, cou'd he please see his way clear 1o sending a
Chicago flag and perhaps a beer cooler? A State and
Madison sign arrived and Chicagoans {l. fo r.) Specialist 4
Jimmy Clay, Sgt. Gerald Bracken, Garza and Specialist 4
Elmer Larson of Des Plaines erect it at village of An Khe. And
the cold beer is being enjoyed by Garza (wearing cap in
photo at left) and his buddies as the city ilag. adorns a rec-
reation room. (AP)
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TOUGH ROAD FOR CAPTOR AND CAPTIVE—A muddy, bedraggled
Viet Cong guerilla suspect is followed by a heavily laden U.S, paratrooper
as they cut through a rice paddy in the jungles of the central highlands
near Bong Son, 280 miles northwest of Saigon, The U.S, 1st Cavalry
Division troops tried to clear the Viet Cong from the area in Operation
Davey Crockett—AP Wirephoto,

-
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Air Cavalrymen Kill 240 Cong

Arseriated Press tains 15 to 20 miles northeast supply for the Communist war
SAIGON—U.S, troops of the|of An Khe, in the south,
1st Air Cavalry Division have| Clearing weather Monday| U.S. briefing officers in Sai-"
killed 240 Viet Cong in a week|permitted the heaviest air|gon reported the Am;m:m:!
g B Lo i . warplanes flew 49 missions
of hard fighting in the rain-|strikesin a u.reek against North against northern targets Sun.|
soaked jungle of Viet Nam's|Viet Nam. Air Force and Navy|day with a return of clearing;
central mountains, a U.S. mili-|Planes slammed communica-(skies, These amounted to 10
tary spokesman said today, |tons lines and a military bar-|missions more than fown|
racks 28 miles northeast of Saturday snd a conslderable
American  casuallies were Haiphohg, Hanoi's chief port.|number more than the dailyi
described as light in the "vcry.‘ B52 b‘ulrmbers irom Guam sat-|average last week. i
rery difficult™ % i iti v
very difficull” operation called urated Viet Cong I’USI'-IUJE 63 They reported - no United:
Crazy Horse. miles south of Da Nang—the States 1 B e
. lerisis focal point on the coast 2!ales losses. But North _V:eté -
The spokesman said 25 Com-'38 miles northeast of Saigon. N2M's news agency claimed:
munist bodies were found dur- Tt was the third straight day‘Nonh Vietnamese  gunners|
ing the night in shallow graves nf B52 attacks on ihe area, but shot down tow U.S. planes
or pils. The air cavalrymen'there were no reports on SUnday over Quang Ninh prov.,

have been using helicopters to'whether the attacks were suc-'ince and one in Ha Tinh prov-
jince Monday. : 3 i

3

aid the men afoot trving 1o cessful

flush the Viet Cong from the _The Viet Cong scored one,

tangled drowth and ridges. :;\'Tmtury: knOC'kihlEbuuf a US.<aid the Navy river craft—a
. iNavy river patrol boat 20 miles 5p. “swi "

Th;- eperagun T snut'yheast AL 50-foot “swift boat” capable of
be slowing hecause of mon-"" Monsoon rains in the past by a shell Vi '
soon rains. The troops were week had limited American air 51}:.-,-,", ,-gcujﬁ::': ;,-ﬂe“é,.c‘igﬂ
hunnng(he_ren_manls of a Viet‘attacks against North Vietna- Dinh Ba River Sunday. A
Cong battalion in the rain-sod- mese targels deemed by mili-lspokesman reported moderate
den elephant grass and moun-jtary strategists as sources of casualties among the boat's six.'

man crew,

The crew fired back at the
Communist ambushers with
their .50 caliber machinegun.
It was the second of the “swift
boats" to be sunk since they
began their large-scale patrol-
ing of South Viet Nam's coast-
Fieoll

resei

W

The U.S. command in Saigon ' ¥

Ist Cavalry
Kills 240

Redsin Week‘

SAIGON, South Viet Nam
(AP) — U.S. troops of the st
Cavalry Division (Airmobile,)
killed 240 Viet Cong in a week of
hard fighting in the rain-soaked
jungle of Viet' Nam’s central
mountains, a U.S. military
spokesman said Tuesday.

American casualties were de-
scribed as light in the “very,
very difficult” operation called
Crazy Horse.

The spokesman said 25 Com-
munist bodies were found dur-
ing the night in shallow graves
or pits. The air cavalrymen
have been using helicapters to
aid the men afoot trying to flush
the Viet Cong from the tangled
growth and ridges.

Clearing weather Monday
permitted the heaviest air
strikes in a week against North
Viet Nam. Air Force and Navy
planes slammed communica-
tions lines and a military bar-
racks 28 miles northeast of Hai-

, Hanoi's chief port.
Phg:hslmunist guerrillas knocked
out a U. 5. Navy patrol vessel
with heavy gunfire and forced
it to run aground just 20 miles
from Saigon, an American
spokesman said Monday. The'
50-foot *'swift boal” sank later
during salvage operations,

Spokesmen said the six - man
crew of the American patrol
craft—similar to the PT boats
of World War II—suffered
“moderate” casualties in the
attack that occurred Sunday
night along the Dinh Ba River.

In the air war, U.S. planes
smashed at a wide range of
North Vietnamese targets Sun-
day around the Communist
capital of Hanoi, its port city of
Haiphong, Dong Hoi, Thanh|
Hoa, Vinh and the vital Mu Gia
Pass gateway to the Ho Chi
Minh trail. -
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Cavalrymen Chase
Cong in Copters

SAIGON, South Viet Nam — (UPI) — U.S. Army hell-
copters whirled low Saturday over an elephant grass valley
near the South China Sea coast, machine gunning Communist
bands fleeing niter a three-day battle In which 103 Reds were
Kdiled, The helicopters killed at least 24 more Viet Cong.

Ameérican spokesmen said U.S. 1st Cavalry Division
troopa suffered light casualties in the victorious valley cam-
paign 215 miles north of Saigon. But an American civilian
news correspondent was killed by mortar fire during the ac.
tion known as Operation Crazy Horse.

In New York, the newsman was identitied as Look maga-
zine oorrespondent Sam Castan, 30, who has been covering
the Viet Nam war for the magazine since 1962, His wife and
child have been living In Hong Kong.

The helicopter hunting involved a brigade of alr cavalry-
men who In addition to firing on the Viet Cong from their
aireraft alighted from time to Hme to pursue them through
the grass, i

Such hellcopter hopping was n hide-and-seek form of war-
tare unknown even in the Korean War.

In addition to picking off the small Communist hands—
sometimes fleeing only in twos and threes—the hellcopter-
borne eavalrymen seized arms and ammunition the Commu-
nlsts left behlnd.

Their houl included 23 individual weapons, six crew-
served weapons, 1,800 rounds of small arms smmunition
and 80 and 80 mm mertar shells,

Alr Force BS? crews who supported the hellcopler war-
rors in Operation Crazy Horse were credited with killing at
lezst 20 Communist guerrillas,

But in the air war against the north, bad weather held
down U.S. Alr Force and Navy missions Friday to only 15.
U.S. spokesmen described the flying weather aver North Viel
Nam as “extremely unfavorable . . . heavy overcast . . .
rain over most targets ., , , glorms.”

Nevertheless, Alr Force BS7, F105 Thunderchiefs and
F4C Phantom jets managed to hit a storage ares near Dong
Hoi and that most constant of recent targeis the Mu Gia Pass,
gateway to the Communists’ Ho Chi Minh supply trail,

But the weather war so bad that for the first time In
weeks U5, spokésmen sald they had no assessment of Alr
Force bombing damage. The Navy's missions fared little bet-
ter, They struck at rallways, coastal and river shipping, bar-
racks and supply areas and offshore islands, hitting one rail
yard only two miles east of the hig Communist. supply center
of Thanh Hoa.

+  Bouth of the border, UiS, Navy, Air Force and Marine
strike pllots flew 386 sortles against Viet Cong largels.
They killed about 50 guerrillas and U.S. B52 bombers from
Guam struck at a suspected Viet Cong_concentration 85
mlles Southeast of the crisis-ridden city of Da Nang Satorday
afternoon.
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Cavalrymen Clash
With Red Holdouts

Viet Cong Battalion
Loses Half Its Men
Fighting 1st Cavalry

. SAIGON (#)—U. S. cavalrymen clashed again Sun-
i/day with stubborn Viet Cong holdouts in tﬁe rough
i ]x::_ﬁ:::éegzll r;;a._mt;y ofhcentra] Viet Nam, They reported
H , bringing the total i 1

yeng at fasi Crazy_Huﬁ?:.my slain to 187 in the

Flareups of heavy fight
:|oceurred elsewhere ‘i’r{scagte;relgl
‘| parts of Viet Nam, but new in-
ternal strife- marked by Budd-
I'ns?. disorders in Saigon and
| tighting between loyal and rebel
troops in Da Nang overshad-
owed the war against the Com-
munists. i
In a one-day sweep Sunday in
‘|Quag Tri Province 400 miles
north of Saigon, Vietnamese
forces reported they killed 35
Viet Cong and captured three
\ others. Vietnamese casualties
¥, | were light, a spokesman said.
The helicopter - flying Amer-
icans claimed to have killed,
more than half the Viet Cong’
battalion of 350 in the acticn 20
dimiles northeast of An Khe and
about 250 miles northeast of Sai-
gon, The fighting is about 130
miles south of Da Nang, scene
5| of the civil turmoil,

Unusually Aggressive
A U.S. military spokesman
said contact ran from light to
heawy after heavy fighting Sat-
urday. A communique described
the Viet Cong as unusually ag-
gressive and well armed with
automatic weapons and mor-
tars. The spokesman said the
fighting ranged over an area of
five to six square-miles.

On Saturday the heaviest
fighting occurred 17 miles
northeast of An Khe, where a
company of air cavalrymen
overran a Viet Cong hill posi-
tion, killing 30 enemy at the ¢ost
of moderate casualties them-
! selves. |
But in the same area a mor-
tar platoon of cavalrymen was
! attacked by a -reinforced Viet
Cong platoon and suffered
sHheavy casualties,

In the almost continuous-ac-
jon that started last Monday
““_ the cavalrymen reported also
=" the capturing of seven Viet
“Cong and 46 weapons. Over-all
asualties to the cavalry bri-

..gade were reported light, al-
_though individual units took

e
' imoderate to heavy losses.

-
—17
=

B52s Strike
In air operations B52 Strate-
fort bombers struck again in
Quant Ngai Province as they
had on Saturday. The target
was a suspected Viet Cong base
camp and troop concentration

55 miles southeast of Da Nang.

With  somewhat clearing
weather Saturday the U.S. Navy
and Air Force sent 39 missions
north of the 17th parallel — the
highest number in 8 week of
monsoon storms and double the
15 missions of Friday.

In support of ground action
U.S. pilots flew 330 sorties over
South Viet Nam Saturday. The
Air Force logged 199 Viet Cong
killed, 16 sampans sunk and de-
struction to Viet Cong bunkers
and buildings. The Vietnamese
air force flew 68 sorties Satur-
day.

Other operations reported by
the allied command:

In a sharp engagement Satur-

(Continued on Page 8, Col. 1) |

[uesday, May 17, 1966

I .(Cpnl.inued from Page 1) 1
west of Daffor jungle fighting, repnrledg

day nine miles southwest
Nang, a squad of U:g: M:
clashed with a platoon ol
Cong and with the help o
c.opterlifted

arines
f Viet
f heli-

reinforcements

killed 53 of the enemy and cap-

tured 16 weapons.
The action started in
fields when a squad

paddy
of 14

Marines opened fire on a Viet

Cong platoon, Helicopters lifted iweapons captured, 70 tons of

1we more squads of Maril
the scene.

nes lo

Under attack by

tanks, helicopters and Marine
jets, the Viet Cong took losses,

including some  who
straled from helicopters a:

were
s they

killing 10 Viet Cong in sporadic|
action Saturday in the sweep
through the Boi Loi woods and
rubber plantations 35 miles
northwest of Saigon.

Since the start of the drive by
two brigades from the division
on Wednesday, spokzsman re-
ported 82 Viet Cong killed, 20

|rice and 36,000 yards of cloth
iseized and 106 buildings and 56
tunnels destroped.

Vietnamese military  head-
quarters reported a morlar and
mine attack Sunday by the Viet

tried to swim a river. Marine Cong against lhe Vielnamese
casualties were described as

light

try Division, trained in Hawaii

THE . CINCINNATI ENQUIRER

U. S. Air Cavalrymen Fight

Six-Hour Duel With Reds

SAIGON (Tuesday) v/ —
Ar - ‘can alr cavalrymen
2 strongly entrenched
A Cong force fought a
s Our battle Monday near
t oast of central Viet-
x a U. 5. military spokes-

reported today. De-
vere sketchy.
battle was the first
re: .t of significant ground
fig; ting after a weekend of
political furmoil. Viet Cong
terrorists struck against
police in Saigon Monday
In a series of attacks, how-
ever.

THE U. §. spokesman

' said elements of First Air

Cavalry Division made con-
tact with the Viet Cong
Monday about 385 miles
northwest of coastal Qui
Nhon, which is 276 miles
northeast of Saigon. Con-
tact was broken after six
hours.

He said there were no re-
ports of casualties on
either side, but indications
were the cavalrymen were
trying to re-establish con-~
taet.

“The enemy is strongly
dug in in the area and Is
well camouflaged,” the
spokesman said.

Itraining center al Thu Due, 10
imiles north of Saigon. Three

A unit of the U.S. 25th Infan-|Vietnamese were killed and 37

‘wounded in the predawn atlack
‘on the center, which houses 700;
‘persons, mostly recruils, Therel
was no. estimate of Viet Cong
casualties. |
The Vietnamese headquarlersi
reported 177 Viet Cong killed|
Saturday by governmenl troops|
in heavy fighting in Kien Gian
‘Province on the Gulf of Siam
'110 miles southwest of Saigon
+ In what a U.S. official de-
‘scribed  as an  atrocity, Viet
‘Cong guerrillas killed 19 and'
‘wounded 16 unarmed Vietnam-l
ese canal workers Sunday. The
‘workers were taken prisnneri
‘earlier at a smail village in the
Mekong Delta 110 miles soulh-
west ol Saigon. The official said;
a Vietnamese militia unit tried
lo rescue lhe workers and the
Viet Cong shot them down dur—i
ing the attempt. Most of the
dead were shot in the head.
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R re
Captured rebel South Vietnamese soldiers who fought against the

Nang are held in & makeshift barbed wire

enclosure following their surrender.—AP Wirephoto.

GIs Kill 207

Viet Cong .

in Week-Long Sweep

SAIGON, May 23. —(AP) —
U.S. air cavalrymen reported
today they have wiped out two-
thirds of a Viet Cong battalion
during a week of fighting
central Vietnam.

*The 1st Air Cavalry Division
reported another 47 Viet Cong
killed yesterday, raising the
tolal to 217 since Operation
Crazy Horse started last week
about 250 miles northeast of!
Saigon. :

STEP UP BOMBINGS

Ground fighting elsewhere
was light, but American planes
took advantage of slightly im-

proved weather to increase
their attacks against North,
Vietnam,

The U.S. command announced
that a Navy “swift boat” was
struck by Viet Cong fire and
sank 20 miles southeast cf Sai-
gon yesterday. It was the first
of the speedy 50-foot river pa-
trol boats to be lost. A spokes-
man said there were casualties
among the six-man crew.

Fer the third successive day,
B-52 bombers hammered at
Viet Cong positions in Quang
Ngai Province. The giant
Stratofortresses hit at a sus-
pected Viet Cong headquarters
#5 miles south of Da Nang.

KILL 11 CONG

The U.S. 25th Infantry di-
vision centinued its sweep
through woods and rubber plan-
rations 35 miles northwest of

killing 11 Viet Cong yesterday’
to raise the toll to 95 since the
operation started May 16. 4
In 10 air missions over North
Vietnam, Air Force pilots re-
ported hitting highway traffic,
a railroad yard and a radar
site. .
Navy pilots from the carriers!
Kitty Hawk and Hancock, fly-!
ing 39 missions, struck at an
army barracks 23 miles north-
east of Haiphong and. coastal

barges.

Viet Cong killed while support-
ing ground operations.
REDS REPULSED
The Tam Ky airstrip 35 miles

today by Viet Cong. No planes|:
were damaged at the field,|

casualties were reported.

In another action today, the
Vietnamese headquarters re-
ported killing 59 Viet Cong of an

Saigon.
of Quang Tri, a Vietmamese|

force in a sweep yesterday re-:
ported killing 3§ Viet Cong and!

Saigon. The division reported
P *

Thr ?ﬁlrmtnghnm Nems
93 MAY 1966

Cotig umt |

takes beating,

SAIGON, May 23 — » — U.
S, air cavalrymen reporied to-

capturing three.
P

—~

PR
Cong unit |

takes ‘beating

bridges. roads, junks and| -

American airmen flew 378)
combat sorties over South Viet-:
nam yesterday and claimed 50,

Isouth of Da Nang was attacked|.

which was defended by Viet-|'.
namese and American units. The|~
Vietnamese reported killing 10|
Viet Cong and taking moderate| : .
casualties themselves. No U.S.j:"

estimated force of 200 in an| °
operation 33 miles southeast of]..

In the northernmost province; -

day they have wiped out two-took advantage of slightly im-’

thirds of a Viet Cong battalion proved wealher to increase
during a week of fighting in their attacks against North Viet
rupged mountains and high ele- Nam, E
%ha:;:“ g2t of Centnl: Yies AIR FORCE and Navy planes
The 1st” Air Cavalry Division /16w 19 missions north of the
‘reported anather 47 Viet Cong 1ith Parallel Sunday. This was
‘killed Sunday, raising the total 17 more than on Saturday and
{lo 207 since Operation Crazy well above the usual number
“Horse started May 16 about 250 1:5t week, when mousoon ramns
miles northeast of Saigon. curtailed operations in the north
! Ground fighting elsewhere sharply.
pwas light, but American planes
~Turn {o Page 4, Column §

)

The U. S. command an-
nounced thal a Navy “swift
hoal” was hit by Viet Cong
fire and sank 20 miles south-
east of Saigon. It was the [irst
of the speedy 30-foot river
patrel hoats to be lost. The
boat was hit hy a 5Tmm
recoilless rifle while patrol.
ling the Dinh Ba River. It ran
aground and sank during sal-
vage operations, a spokesman
reported. He sald there were
moderale casuaities among
the six-man crew.

1 was light,

KANSAS CITY STAR.

U. S. Troops
' Take Toll

Ofaﬁ&t Jgg)ng

Saigon (AP)=U. 8. Air ca
valrymen reported today they
have wiped out two thirds of a
Viet Cong baitalion in a week
of [ighting in rugped moun-
tains and high elephant grass

* of Central Vietnam.

The 1st air cavalry division
reported 47 more Viet Cong
killed yesterday, raising the
total to 207 since Operation
Crazy Horse started May 16
about 250 miles northeast of
Saigon. .

Ground fighting elsewhere
but American
planes took advantage of
slightly improved weather to

North Vietnam.
The U. 8. Command an-
nounced thal a Navy “swift
boat™ was hit by Viet Cong
fire and san¥ 20 miles south-
! east of Saigon yesterday.
*  For the third successive
day, B-52 bombers hammered
| at Viet Cong positions in
Quang Ngai provinee.

For the third successive day,

'!'B32 bombers hammered at Viet

Cong positions in Quang Ngal
-Province. The giant Stratofor-
.fresses hit at a suspected Viet
\Cong army headquarters 65
imiles south of Da Nang.

! The U, S. 25th Infantry Divi-
sion continued its Operation

'Wahiawa sweep through the Boi

iLoi Woods and rubber planta-
itions 35 miles northwest of
Saigon. The division reported
Jkilling 11 Viet Cong to raise the
toll since the operation started
‘May 16 to 95, The infantrymen
also destroyed 32 structures and
18 tunnels and said their own
casualties continued light.

increase their aitacks against

.’Am{‘agnau’d wWoman fom

BuoN eAYANG.-. (RHADE Trige

3_7T£‘IE TIMES-PICAYUNE, NEW ORLEANS, LA.. 'M-ﬂ
Cavalrymen Clash Again |
with Cong in Mountains

187 Total Slain in Week-{monsoon storms and doube the

% 115 missions of Friday.
0Old Operation ' In support of ground action
e U.S, pilots flew 390 sorties over
SAIGON (AP) — US. caval-lgouiiy Vier Nam Saturday. The
rymen clashed again Sunday|Air Force logged 199 Viet Cong;
with subborn Viet Cong hotdouts killed, 16 :a%;!atnscsunk :ndkd
i i struction to Viet Cong bunkers
i rcrg\ttﬂ mt;:mlamﬁ;uumry and buildings. The Vietnamese
of central Viet Nam. They re-tpin for00 flew 68 sorties Satur-
ported killing 51, bringing the!day_
total enemy slain to 187 in the| Other operations reported by

week-old  Operation  Crazythe allied command: i
Horse. In a sharp engagement Salur-
Flareups of heavy fighting/day nine miles southwest of Da

occurred elsewhere in scattered|Nang, a squad of U.S. Marines
parts of Viet Nam, but new in-|clashed with a platoan of Viet
ternal strife marked by Bud-|\Cong and with the help of heli-
dhist disorders in Saigon andjcopter - lifted reinforcements
fighting between loyal and rebelkilled 53 of the enemy and cap-
troops in Da Nang overshad-|tured 16 weapons. i

owed the war against the Com-
munists.

CONG TAKES LOSSES
The action started in paddy

The helicopter — flying Amer-|fields when a squad of l-ll

icans claimed lo

have killed Marines opened fire on a Viet|:

more than hall the Viet CongiCong platoon. Helicopters lifted!
battalion of 350 in the action 20;two more squads of Marines to,
miles northeast of An Khe andithe scene. Under attack by|
about 250 miles northeast of Sai-!tanks. helicopters and Marine;

gon. The fighting is about 130'jets, the Viet Cong took losses,|
miles south of Da Nang, scene jncluding

of the civil lurmeil.
CONG WELL-ARMED

A US. military spokesman
said contact ran from light to
heavy alter heavy fighting Sat-
urday. A communique described
the Viet Cong as unusually ag-
gressive and well armed with
automatic weapons and mor-
tars, The spokesman said the
fighling ranged over an area of
five to six square miles.

On Saturday the heaviest
fighting occurred 17 miles
northeast of An Khe, where a
company of air cavalrymen
overran a Viet Cong hill posi-
tion, killing 30 enemy at the cost
of moderate casualties them-
selves,

But in the same area a mor-
tar platoon of cavalrymen was
attacked by a reinforced Viel
Cong platoon and suffered
heavy casualties, The action
wag broken off when helicopters
flew in reinforcements.

In the almost continuous ac-
tion that started last Monday
the cavalrymen reported also
the capturing of seven Viet
Cong and 46 weapons. Over-all
casualties to the cavalry bri-
gade were reported light,” al-
though individual units teok
moderale to heavy losses.

BOMBERS STRIKE AGAIN

In air operations B52 Strato-
fort bombers struck again in
Quant Ngai Province as they
had on Saturday. The target
was a suspected Viet Cong base
camp and troop concentration
55 miles southeast of Da Nang.

With  somewhat  clearing'
weather Saturday the U.S. Navy
and Air Force sent 39 missions®
north of the 17th narallel — the
highest number in a week of

1IN OPERATIOY Crazy Horse,!

some who were
strafed from helicoplers as they
tried to swim a river. Marine
ca;ualties were described as
ight.

A unit of the U.S. 25th Infan-
try Division, trained in Hawaii
for jungle fighting reporled
killing 10 Viet Cong in sporadic
action Salurday in the sweep
through the Boi Loi woods and
rubber plantations 35 miles
northwest of Saigon.

Since the start of the drive by
two brigades from the division;
on Wednesday, spokesman re-.
ported 82 Viet Cong killed, 20,
weapons captured, 70 tons of
rice and 36,000 yards of cloth
seized and 106 buildings and 56
tunnels destroyed.

TRAINING CENTER HIT

Vietnamese military head-
quarters reported a mortar and
mine attack Sunday by the Viet
Cong against the Vietnamese
trainigg center at Thu Duc, 10
miles north of Saigon, Three
Vielnamese were killed and 37
wounded in the predawn attack:
on the center, which houses 700:
persons, mostly recruits. There!
was no estimate of Viet Cong:
casualties. :

The Vietnamese headquariers
reported 177 Viet Cong killed:
Saturday by government troops:
in heavy fighting in Kien Gian;
Province on the Gulf of Siam;
110 miles southwest of Saigon, |

In what a US. official de-
scribed as an atrocily, Viet;
Cong guerrillas killed 19 and:
wounded 16 unarmed V:'er.nam-l
ese canal workers Sunday. The!
workers were taken prisoner’
earlier at a small village in the'
‘Mekong Delta 110 miles south-
west of Saigon. The ~f% ~
a Vietname--

"

ranging across an area 13 to 20,

i miles northeast of An Khe. a

military  spokesman  reported
thal heavy monsoon rains madei
fighting “very. very difficult.”!

He said the aclion was heing’
fought over dense jungle terrain:
with elephant grass up to 12 feetj
aigh and a double canopy of]
ungle growth.
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Over Charlie's Shoulder

By PAUL HEMPHILL

Atiants Jowrnal Columnist
PLEIKU, South Viet Nam,
May 24 — The sirip is less
than 15 miles from the Cam-
bodian  bor-
der, and for
some reason
everyb o d y
calls it The

a day 4o build
it. The 1st Air
Cavalry Divi-
sion just
i i Panl Hempbill

day before an operation in
the-area, dropped some bull-
dozers by helicopter, cleared
a little ground and then spread

a gort of rubber camvas over
it and called-if an airstrip.

Any other lime, you could in-
sult a self - respecting pilot
by asking him to land at a
place like The Oasis. In war,
it is a helluva fine little air-
field.

It was a few minutes after
2 eo'elock when WO Carl
Matney of Virginia Beach,
Va.,, and First Lt. James
Williford of Kannaolis, N.C.,
were let out of the Jeep next
to the flight line, The mon-
soon season s coming, and

-the heavy midday rains had

made a quagmire of the
field. Matney and Williford
picked their way through
the mud, put their M16 rifles
and their armored vests in
the flimsy single-engine L19
spotter planes, and then stood

and looked up at the black
clouds boiling in the sky.

MATNEY said, “That looks
pretty.”

“‘Sure does,” said Williford.

“You got a mission?” they
were asked,

“Just looking. Same as
usual. We've both got rockets,
and there’ll be some gunships,
choppers, with us, If Charlie
takes a shot at us, they go
after him.”

“Can you fly in weather
like this?™

Williford locked at Matney
and grinned. “You go through
rainclouds same way you go
through trees. You turn side-
ways and go between 'em.”

IT IS A lot like World War
1. The outfit is efficially the

219th Aviation Company, but
everybody calls them the
Headhunters. The plane is not
much more than the old Piper
Cub you see around, with one
engine and a flimsy paper-
thin body and a top speed of
something like 130 miles an
hour,

Their primary job is to fly
a few feet above the treetops,
draw fire and then sic the
heavily armed helicopters
hovering nearby on the Viet
Cong. They.are also used for
reconnaissance and tactical
air support and for anything
else that might arise.

Somelimes if the troops on
the ground need some strafing,
a Headhunter pilot will hold
the stick of his plane between ,

Tarn to Page 10, Column 1

-

PMeadhunters Dog
Charlie’s Trail

his knees, point his M16 rifle
out the window and cut loose,
One time there were some in-
fantry soldiers pinned down
and running out of ammuni-
tion, and a Headhunter flew
low and tossed his bag of
MI6 clips out the window to
them at 120 miles an hour.

“One VC prisoner told us
they call the LI3 the 'Old
Lady’ because we're always
Iooking over their shoulder,”
Carl Matney was saying. In
only two months of piloting
“Bird Dog," as the L19 has
been nicknamed, he has taken
four bullets from enemy rifles
on the ground.

The Headhunter pilut does
not bring a parachule along
because it takes up too much
room in his cramped cockpit.
The only armor he has is a
flak vest, which most of them

.prefer_to sit on.

NOW THEY were over the
Ta Drang Valley, a deep gorge

‘in the far western corner of

South Viet Nam where hordes

Continued from Page 1}

“No Monlagnards living
around here," he radioed Mat-
ney.

“'Roger. This is no-man's-
land in here.”

“Let's take the hooches,
then.”

“'Roger, seven-seven."

THE CHOPPERS went in
first, one behind the other
flying very low and very
close. The choppers hurled
their rockets at the well-
camouflaged shacks, They
heavily damaged two of them.
What they wanted was a sec-
ondary explosion, meaning
they had hit ammunition stor-
age points, but there was none.
The huls lay smoking and
flaming in the damp green
jungle.

Then Jim Williford look on
the third one. Williford has
been doing lhis job for more
than 11 months in Viet Nam,
and he is a pro. He pulled his
rank on Matney so he could
fly the dangerous treetop as-

simply

of North Vi e soldiers
pour into the country cvery
day from the Ho Chi Mmh
Trail. Williford was riding
treetop as “bait"’ for the mis-
gion. Matney was circling at
1,500 feet, more or less a com-
bat operations center in the
air. Halfway Jdown and a half-
mile behind were two Huey
helicopter gunships, loaded to
the ears with rockets and gre-
nades and tracer bullets. .

“That shower didn't do
much for navigation,” Mat-
ney said over his radio, “A
little rain in this jungle and
then you can't see a thing.”

“I don't know how much
longer 1 can keep this up.
There's a lot of wind down
here,” Williford answered.

**Seen anything yet?"'

“Nothing. They found out
we shoot back.”

THEY HAD been doing this

" for 15 minutes now. There was

still no sign of the enemy. Wil-
liford had been whizzing
through the lovely dark green
gorges, showing off like a
broad in a bikini, trying to
attract attention, hut there
was nothing. Then Matney

saw something.

“Seven-seven, this is four-
two." he radioed.

“Roger, four-two,"” Williford
said.

“I've got some hooches
{thatched huts) down here.”

*“Roger.”

“Come back and make an-
other run, seven-seven. Right
off to the left, about 300 me-
ters to your left. That's one
of them. and I've gol two more
now near that one.”

Williford pulled up and cir-
cled and dropped down and
zipped over (he trees, almaost
taking foliage with him. He
flew low and fasl. hoping lo

draw fire and hoping to see |

some sign of the ememy in
the hooch. There was neither.

ply b he
likes it hot. Williford’s plane
was in its final approach now.
The hut was at the edge of a
clearing, and when Williford
dropped into the clearing- he
was below some of the trees
and he was flying at 130 miles
an hour. He pointed his plane
al the front door of the hut,
and when he had the front
door in line with a thin red
mark in the middle of his
cockpit he let go with two of
the rockels hanging from his
wings, and he jerked up just
in time to get away from the
blast. The hut was disinte-
grated.

“I thought you were going
lo go through the front donr
of the hoock, seven-seven,’
Matney said.

“‘Ain'l no hooch no more,”
Williford radioed back.

They were up more than two
hours, and they never saw the
enemy or got shot at. They
dipped into valleys and cir-
cled heavy jungle and made
themselves  available, but
Charlie wasn’t biting this time.
Charlie has been slung
enough. He has learned that
these “Bird Dogs™ may look
like bees, but they sting like
wasps. It's the price the Head-
hunters are paying for suc-
cess. Hell, nobody even shools
al thcm any more,
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Charles Black Reports

C'Tillaway Praises Combat Units’
Civil Affairs Work in Viet Nam;
Describes Fame of 1st Cavalry

(EDITOR’S NOTE: Enquirer Militery W riter Charles Black has been in the field with

o ottt B

troops of the 1st Cavelry Division in South Viet Nam, While in the field, Black interviewed
Georgia 3rd District Rep. Howard (Bo) Callaway during the congressman’s tour of the coun-
try and reports on his comments.)

By CHARLES BLACK
Enquirer Military Writer

AN KHE, May 16 — U.S.
Rep. Howard (Bo) Callaw;
of Pine Mountain, Ga., too
time lo get a close look at
the military situation in South
Viet Nam in general and the
ist Air Cavalry Division in
particular following a series
of Saigon committee hearings
delving into the application of
foreign aid,

Callaway came (o the 1st !

Cavalrv ivision, commanded
by B aj. Gen. John Norton,
after i.its tu the Navy car-
rier Enterprise, where he in-
terviewed pilots who have
bombed North Viet Nam.

He had also tsken part in

an air assault made by the 1st are cooking their meals, eat- sion’s battle museum of

Infantry Divislon in Tay Ninh ing, what they are doing, how tared Viet Cong and North

province, 75 miles northwest the wells the Americans have Vi 3 b i
dug are fitting into the com- forms, flags, ete., and ‘was

- of Saigon near the Cambodian
border, in tion Birming-

ham. - these people really react 3 operations, He aid
He arrived here May 14 as where these four men know from this that these children w‘:‘,",'ted"‘f visi: ‘,:::nofsms 5':!
Operation Davy Crockeit was the name of each of these like Americans, I think vision’s brigades “to see if the

in ils final days.
Visits Marine Area
Callaway also visited the
Marine ares st Da Nang,
where he tock a close look at
the work being done by indi-

vidual servicemen in civil ai-
fairs. This work takes place
on the local level and is not
supported to any great extent
by the U.-S., Operations Mis-
sion. Troops and the people of
the U. S. support such efforts
on a volunteer basls.

“The "best chancé I've had
to see the people was actual-
lyina e near Da Nang...
where we had a chance to
speil several hours in a vil-

> where a gwall team of

men had i

for four wonths,” Callaway

said. “It 15 amazinz what four

Ameticans have done with a
hamlEt. of 200 or 300 people.

Subject of Charges
“Thig was the only place we
got down to seeing how they

munity — In general, how

ple and have worked with

t!xgm on a personal basis,' he. ;

said.

Callaway's committee has
been investigating the major
programs of aid set up by

USOM, These programs have
been the subject of charges of
black market diversipn, mis-
apglication and of not getting
:ﬂ% basic roots of the pac-
ifi€ation problem iw South
Viet Nam by using the same
type of civil action at the vil-

@ level as thal practiced by
Prlokljeﬂ in

Marines
ir base aresd
Callaway said # would be
“same time" before any re-
sults of his committee's in-
vestigation of the foreign eid

Callaway--

(Continued from Page 1)

pression when he came to An |
Khe was one of surprise at the
huge engineering job which
had been done in tearing out
bamboo and jungle to create
a division base, a helicopte;
port, etc, .
He commented on (he fame
which the division has won
since it left Fort Benning and
moved into combat,
“Throughout the entire
country of South Viet Nam,
whether you are talking to
U. S. troops or the Arvins
(Vietnamese troops), when
you mention the Air Cav you

get nothing but the most re-
markable answers,” he said.

He said he hed visited the
commander of 1I Corps, Maj.
Gen. Cao Lynn, and that when
he spoke of the 1st Cavalry
Division, “his eyes just light-
ed up. He said ‘No one has
been able to handle the Viet
Cong like the 1st Cavalry Di-
vision,"

When he asked Gen. W. C.

_my fondest dreams.”

Westmoreland about the ef-
fectiveness of the helicopter
division and if the unit had
lived up to expectations, Cal-
laway said, Westmoreland an-
swered that ‘‘they exceeded

Batile Museum
Callaway loured the divi-

Callaway said his first im-
(Continaed on Page 8, Col, 3)

briefed on past and cyrrent

men are as proud of them-
as we are of them. The

peaple from Columbus are cer-
proud of the Air Cav.

We think it’s the finest unit
ever committed to combat.”
As he toured the st Bal-
talion, 12th Cavalry; 1st Bat-
talion, 8th Cavalry, and 2nd
Battalion, Bth Cavalry, Calla-
way went to individual para-
troopers in the airborne 1st
Brigade, commanded by Col.
John J. (Big Thunderbolt)
Hennesey, and talked to them

_mfgs MAY 1866

THE CINCINNATI ENQUIRER
= . . " about their unit, families and
{ Viet Nam experiences. He said
. he found them as proud as
could be expected of their vic-
torious tour in Viet Nam,
“This is the best division
i the Army ever had,” he quot-
1 ed one soldier as saying to
him when asked whal he
thought of the 1st Cavalry,
. Callaway left An Khe after
i an eight-hour visit and tour
of the area to take part in a
Navy river patrol,

—AP Wirephote

Good Old Compass!

First Lt, Francisco Ball Jr., of E1 Paso, Tex., looks at a
bullet that was stopped by the compass he holds. Lieu-
tenant Ball, with the U. S. First Cavalry Division, was

wearing the compass on his belt when shot by Viet
Cong during operation Davey Crockett near Bong Son,
280 miles northeast of Salgon in South Vietnam.

R /i
Associated Prass Wirephato

padldy in South Viet Nam's Central Highlands.
Object of fire was to flush any hidden Viet Cong,

FIRING INTO THE JUNGLE. infantry of the
US. Ist Cavalry Division advances across a
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Coleman’s Company S p;i-,ls E nemy’s_S—ur prise

(EDITOR’S NOTE: Charles
Black, Enquirer military
writer now in Viet Nam with
the 1st Cavalry Divisien,
vas in nn a big battle with
the Viet Cong mear Binh

; Dinh recently. This is the

! fifth in @ series of six arit-

* cles on the engagement.)
o n

By CHARLES BLACK
Enquoirer Military Writer

t  BUNH DINII — Capt. J. D.
, Coleman may have been new
- in the management of B Com-
pany, Sccond Batlalion (Air-
borne), Eighth Cavalry when
he took that outlit up on the
meountain east of this Special
+ Forces camp, but he was old
in the ways of the infantry.

Reports
Charles Black

. The big officer, 35, of Kal-
i ispell, Mont., was a squad
' Jeader in the 177th Airhorne
. Regimental Combat Team dur-
' ing Korea, making two com-
. bal jumps there. He came into
the commissioned ranks via
the tough route of Officer Can-
i didate School at Fort Bennin
and has becn an airborne s0
dier a good bit of his life,
When he heard the térrifie
brawl his lead platoon was
engaged in, he hurriedly took
slock of the siluation and
made a decision which prov-
ed exactly correct by events-
which were quick to fol-
low. He put his company into
a tight circle, a 75-yard ra-

dius of a circle, letting the
squads of his embnu.hé lead

platoon fall neatly into their

arc.

“We were like a hoy out in
the middle of a man’s job,
You take your choice of what
was there. We had run into
communications wire just be-

aw

7 t’:

STRATEGY SESSION—L!. Col. Rutland Beard, right, commander of the First Battalio
borne) 12th Cavalry, and Capt, J. D. Coleman, commander of Company B, Second Ba
Eighth Cavalry, discuss the course of battle during an engagement against the Viet
Binh Dinh in Scuth Viet Nam. Coleman’s outfit made first contact with the enemy and Beard
came in with reinforcements.—Enquirer photo by Charles Black.

fore this so we were travel-
ing edgy and ready for trou-
ble. That is why that wonder-
ful squad over on the left saw
those people, opened fire and
assaulted them. They were all
ready for it. I've never heard

of these people putting out ~
communications wire for less

than a battalion. I saw a re-
inforced company in front of |
me at one time, on by part |

(Continued on Page 8, Col. 5)
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Coleman’s Company Spoils Enemy’s urpi*i_sg

{Continued from Page 1)

big lot 0! trouble w* ran into
there,” Coleman said.
H G decare Duse

He said he believed the pla-
toan which desperately chavz-
.| ed and was counlercharged by
.| his machine gun squad up
fronl was there to “'secure a
battalion base. ‘I imagine a
company joined in, then the
rest of the battalion worked
into the fight belore it was
over.” k:

The Special Forcessergeant
{from this camp, who wis guid-
ing the company, radiocd lo
his hume bose at Lhe height
of the battle: }

“This is Raspberry Dnti.
Eight: [ fecl like Custer at
Little Big Horn, We have run
inlo the center of a regi-
ment.” !
. The sergeant, a few fect
from Coleman, his Vietnam-
ese radioman and a Vietnam.
ese rifleman and lwo of Cole.
man's men were killed just

alter this by a burst of aute. -

the
tiy

matic weapons fice as

Communists  attempted
charge the command post.
Coleman ¢ d a light ma-
t chine gun tal -
i munist_he had Kkilled about
! yards from him and he hac
a blovdstained picce of paner
‘which had come from
Communist’s pack. 1t wr
sketeh o lhl 8

o

of the perimelcy, sn it was a'

from the nose of this ridge,
with arrows outlining the pro-
posed assault on the camp.

One big arrow hit the north
side of the camp. A line in-
dicaled automalic weapons
and mortar support for this as-
sault, Two arrows arced out
inside of the camp, nne cir-
cling just inside of Lhe wire
and slashing inlo Lhe com-
mand post where the Ameri-
can advisers headguarters is.
The other hooked to the lelt
where a smaller arrow from
outside showed a diversionary
attack.

Looking from the bloody pa-
per to the camp, shimmer-
ing in the sun across the Song
Ba river, the tactics were easy’
to follew and they had a very
deadly simplicity, The object
was lo overrun the camp and
wipe it out, cut it into sce-
tions so it could be chewed
up in detail once the major
assault - drove through the
wire. i

Coleman Stopped Tt

Coleman’s company stopped
this with its bloody fight in
the jungle of the ridgetop,
however. It wiped out the bat-
talion’s hopes of surprise and
— more — it hit the batlalion
with its eves open-and ready
to fight.

“Riat after 1 pgot the per-
imeter sat up and m; people
in, they hooked around and
tried an alt on the left.
Then 1

they came around and tried
it from the rear, which was

when all hell broke loose in-

the command post. They nev-
er got in. That last assault
they made bloodied them bad-
Iv.

ewe were fighting in the

edge on them,” Caleman said.

About 5:30 p.m. he heard
choppers landing on the end
of the ridge. Commpany A, First
Battalion (Airborne) 12th Cav-
alry was on its way to help,
The paratroopers from Lt. Col.
Rutland Beard's baltalion,

middle of a cloudburst part of
the time. My boys were mag-
nificent. I felt ineffective, I
was tied to the radio and tied

to moving people in fire and-

maneuver and T felt out of it,
but you can't command a com-
pany playing platoon leader.
When they hit into the rear
T was right in the middle for
a_while and I still had to con-
centrate on keeping control of
the rest of the perimeter,”
Colcman said.

The fight went on for five’

hours without a lull — the
assaults were spaced out over
this time, Artillery and aerial
rocket artillery from An Khe
battered the Communist po.i-
tions. The Second Battalion
20th Aerial Rocket Artillery
once more earned the acco-
lzdes of the infantry here—it
has been so blessed on thou-
sands of large and small oc-
casions like this since last
fall.

“The 'ARA saved us, That
was the secret, those chop-
pers coming down and smash-
ing them up right in front of
our lincs, pinning them down
and halding them there, giv-

the rizit, Then  ing us a chance to get the

ded by Capt. Jackie
Commings, bad a bard time
gelting through the circuitous
route the situation made ne-
cessary, They fought through
jungle and darkness fell.

“We held hands sometimes
it was so dark, making a foot
at a time. In the jungle we
scuffed up those phosphores-
cent routes and leaves you
see out there, the ones that
are kind of rotting, and we
put them in our helmets so
we could keep contact on the
move, It was a hard walk. Me
got a little sniper fire but
they just seemed to pull back
and let us come on into the
perimeter,” PFC Rene Cout-
ure, a radioman from A Com-
pany told me.

Couture, 22, Fiftzburg, Pa.,
said the company was “led
into” the perimeter and al-
most as soon as it got into

fighting position the fire be-
came heavy again.
“It was like . . well, as if

they had pulled out of in front
of us, not knowing what vas
happening, and then decided
to go ahead and fight some
more and crawled bac'
again," Couture said.

RECEIVES COLUMBUS FLAG—Maj. Gen. ﬁa:w W. 0. Kinnard, left, who was commanding

Norton. Gen. Kinnard has been assigned to

The Columbus Enquirer, Columbus, Ga., Friday Morning, June 10, 1966

general of the 1st Cavalry Division in Viet Nam when this picture was taken, accepts a Colum-

bus flag from Charles Black, Enquirer military wriler. Black, assigned to cover 1st Cavalry

activities in Viet Nam, delivered the flag in behalf of Columbus Mayor B. Ed Johnson. The st

Cavalry, which was formed at Fort Ben.uil;ﬁ, is now under the command of Maj. Gen. John
e Pentagon.—U. S. Army photo.
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