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Uhe Thiladelphia Tnguirer

Wounded and weary American soldiers rest in

-

a trench during a lull in Operation Masher, one of two

big offensives calculated to achieve control of the tactical key to the war.

Two members of the first Air
Cavalry Division help a
wounded buddy fo an
evacuation area after a
battle with Vieteong guerillas
on the South Vietnam
central coast.

EDITION

Encircled Reds
Charge Crazily

SAIGON (UPI) ~— Counler-
attacking Viet Cong troops
camoflaged as bushes
charged up jungled slopes
“screaming like crazy men”
Sunday In a desperate bid to
escape a trap laid for them
by U irst  Cavalry
DwifTBn  Lroops.
Americans beat back the
Communists in furious
hand-to-hand combat.

“Cease - fire, GI's” the
charging Communists shout-
ed at the American cavalry-
men who had snared two
large forces of Communists
some t»2 miles apart near
the central coast.

The cavalrymen Killed at
Teast 23 of the Viet Cong
and capturea 15 others to
raise the number of Com-
munist dead in the three-
week-nld “Operation White

Wing"” to 1061, T. %. losses
were described as light.

VIET CONG guerrillas alsa
launched two separate at-
tacks with mortar and re-
coilless rifle fire against two
Allied air strips located 330
miles apart.

At least seven Vlet Cong
were killed by U. S. h
copters atter lie guerri
poured 80 rounds of maortar
fire on the U 8. First A
Cavalry Division's bae al
An Khe, 260 miles north-
east of Saigon. The Com-
munists also attacked th»
base defense: with s
arms fire. causinz lzht
American casuaities.

Other Communist gunners.
pounded the Can Tho air
strip 80 miles southwest of
Saigon with 104 rounds of
mortar shells and also un-
Jeashed heavy recoilless
rifle fire.

The hilwop
U. §. Air Cav

fightinz by a

a

4 rourd Bong Sar,
tes porihwest of Saiz
COL. FREDERICK A
»n. of Des Maines.

called the zter Comm

atacks asainsl rov
cavalry Lroops “a
the last man.”
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Another Yiet Cong forre
was fighting equally savage-
Iy about two miles farther

east, in a trap the GIs
dubbed “the iron triangle”
hecause of the metal they
have fired into it.

A rompany of cavaleymen
langledd by helicopler on a
satlille between (wn moun-
tains that eneloced  the
“triangle” and fuught off

repeated Viet Cong anacks
in hand-1o- band fighting
Sunday.




88 Vigir:gg:ﬂgng
In New ‘Eagle’s Claw’

Battalion Chief Seized;
505 Reds Slain in 36 Hrs.

SAIGON, Feb. 15 (AP).—Elements of Lhe U. S. 1st A_h'
Cavalry Division pounded on Vielcong again Tuesday in

Operation Eagle's Claw and ki

= including one who identified
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lled 88. They captured seven,

himself as a battalion com-

mander. : Assoclated
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| S Cavalrymen Ilgirl!s gg
In Attack on Red Base

SAIGON, Feb. 18 (AP).—TU. 5. cavalrymen cub
deeper today into enemy strength near the central
coast. A company of the 1st Baitalion, 5th Cavairy Regi-
ment established heavy contact with the Viet Cong 10
miles south of Bong Son and killed 54 in a fight still
under way at nightfall. Ep g O
Press

or unable to sendf in an occu-

protecl that
area of

Overall Allied ground and air
action across South Vielnam,
over a 36-hour period up lo dusk
was reported to have accounted:
for 505 enemy dead. Most of
these were piled up in the Bong
Son sector, the base of the cav.,
alry drive, 300 miles northeast
of Saigon.
r'OST OVERRUN 1

Strictly on the delensive for.
three weeks along the central:
coast, the Vietcong centered two
atlacks on Vietnamese units in
the Tam Ky area farther north.’
Tam Ky is roughly midway be-
tween Bong Son and Da Nang.
a strategic air base which is the
headquarters of U. S. marines

-mined to defepd: it.

17 weapons,
American casuallies were de-
‘scribed as light.

the lush An Lao Valley. The
last troopers of the U.S. 1st
Afr Cavalry Division lnvulved'
there pulled out. 3

It had become clear the Eai-

rapher Rick Merron reporled |mountain-rimmed
the Viet Cong had a base In|farms and
that area and appeared deter-|Bong Son

Nearly

The allies reluctantly aband- |clulched  Ameriean
oned one of the frults of vie- land begged
tory in Operation White Wink. [safety. Many were.

villages

hall  the,
X ' spokesman safd|10:000 people have chosen ro
-thgﬁA%:vﬁ?&jégg-iu the early [#bandon thel tich rier pad-
counl of 54 dead, the tronpers dies and flee
iured 1 ded men and|8wait the prospective return

! of the Vier Cone.
A dispatech from
said men. women and children

west of

valley's

rather than

the area

troopers
to be flown la

in Vietnam.

About 300 guerillas overran an:
‘outpost two miles northwest of.
Tam Ky and inflicled casualties
‘called “moderate lo fairly|
heavy” on its garrison of Gﬂ to
80 militiamen, The guerillas]
_withdrew five hours later to
‘escape the government’s air and
ground reaction forces, '

A platoon of 30 gnvernmenl‘
troops guarding a highway;
hridge three miles north of Tam
Ky beat off an attack in the|
night by a Vietcong unit of un-
determined size. A spokesman,

AP wirepuoto by radio from Tokvo

Vietnamese child drinks from U. S. soldier’s

canteen as he and his family await evacuation from
Bong Son after 1st Cavalry occupied the area,

gon government was unwilling
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said they killed seven,
CHIEF ASSASSINATED

Two terrorist gunmen assassi-
nated the village chief of Le My,
one of the first setllements to
be pacified by U. S, marines|
operating out of Da Nang lasi
summer, \
Sprays of submachine gun.
bullels killed the chief, named |
Thong, and three bystanders at
a Buddhist festival in Ap Quan
Nam, a hamlet a mile from Le
My. Another bystander was'fs
wounded. I

Al sea, the U. S. Navy lnsll
its first SWIFT patrol beat tol
a Vietcong mine, One of alf
squadron of 22 SWIFTs on watch ="
for shipping carrying Viﬂcang‘
supplies, it was blown up in the'
Gulf of Siam about 250 yards'
off the southern coast and sev-
eral of 'the six American ecrew- ¥
men were killed or injured.
Survivors pleked up by a Viet-,
namese junk said the mine had |
been delonated from the shore.}
CLOUD COVER

L. 8, Air- Force and Navy
planes pursued the aerial cam.
paign,

Cloud cover was heavy above
the 17th Parallel on Monday and United Press Internationa] Teleptolo
pilots depended largely on ra-DY FOR ANYTHING: Laden with weapons and ammunition, troopers of First Cav-
dar in seeking out North Viet-Division cross stream near Bongson, Action was part of Operation Eagle's Claw,

nam’s communication lines and
military  targets. There was
reporled visual sighting, how-
ever, of hits on a storage area
flve miles south of Vinh, the
Dong Ngan shipyard and a sus-
pecled radar site on Tiger Is-
land. i

A U. 5. spokesman said that
in the south in the 24-hour period
up to & A, M., American planes *
smashed 425 Vietcong buildings,
hit three gun emplacements,
sank 12 sampans and sel off 10
secondary  explosions, presum-
ably from slores of fuel or am-
munilion. Spotters estimated 30
Vieltcong were killed. #
DESERTED HOSPITAL

Northwesl of Bong Son. cav-
alry patrols found a haslily de.
serled Vietcong hospital. It con-
tained an operaling room. mess
hall and two huts full of hos-
pital cots.

U. S artillery backed up sev-
eral hundred Vietnamese para-
tronpers in an atlack Monday on
a Vieleong stronghold of tun-
nels and trenches 20 mile< narth
of Bong Son. A government
spokesman said 20 ememy hod-
ies were counted,

BAIGON, Feb. 168 (AP) —
Troops of the United States
First Cavalry Division (Airmo-|
bile) intercepted a retreating

Third Brigade rep

U.S. Airmobile Troops Intercept
Retreating Vietcong and Kill 61

enemy force in Binhdinh Prov-ithere.
ince yesterday and reported| Farther northwest, B-52 jet
they had killed 61 ‘guerrillas. |bombers attacked suspected

‘The American troops, mem-|Vietcong
bers of the Second Brigade, were.Cambodian frontier in Tayninh
dropped by hellcopter in the|Province for the second’ sue-
Bongson area, 280 miles northjcessive day. A snokesman said
of Salgon, Earlier the division's the target areas included a ma-l
d!jor coi center known to

United States 25th Infantry Di-
vision finished clearing an’area
near Cuchi, to simplify defense
of the camp being established

nideouts near the

killed 88 gyerrillas.

a Vietcong squad preparing an
ambush. They attacked the,
group with rockets and alerted
ground forces,

Alrmobile patrols moving

&n enemy comi L ations
and Chinese radios, seven fir'!
telephones
spare parts, i
‘The actions were part of a
vast search-and-destroy mis-|
sion called Operation White.
Wing. Until Jan. 25 it was called
Operation Masher.

Koreans Ambush Patrol

South of Bongson South Ko-
rean troops ambushed a patrol
of about 25 guerrillas and killed
10. Some of the arms they
seized were Russian rifie:,
Three hattalions of the Uni-!
ited States First Infantry Divi-
Until Jan. 25 it was called Op-;
sion completed Operation Mal-+
let, which turned U}J 24 Vietcong|
camps in the jungles and scrub
east of -Balgon since it was
Jaunched Jap. 28.
-1 The division said 47 guerrilla-'
-‘ihnd been killed, 10 eaptured,
‘;land 78 sampans sunk. Seized
*!supplied included 13 tons of rice,'
110 rifles, two trucks and si-
" radios. t
i United States infantrymen
icompleted their take-over of a
‘new base area northwe't of
l‘.‘.'uaigr.n-l. expanding allied hold-
ings within jungle areas for-
(merly controlled by the Viet-
“cong, The action followed thres
weeks of harasiment by snipers,
.mines and mortars.
The Second Brigade of the

United States fliers sighted'damage remained to be as-

weather and United States Air|
along a conquered hillside found|stepped up attacks in the arca

save been hit yesterday, The,

wevaed,
Skies cleared over North Viet
nam after a long spell of cloudy|

Foree

and Navy
of Vinh, on the gulf of Tonkin

center, They seized 14 American|and Dienbienphu, near the Lao-|

frontier 185 miles West of

and hundreds of Hanoi. ]

No lonzer needing Lo depend
an radar guidance, Navy pilot .,
bomh: 4 the Doagngam ship_\-nral
12 nules north of Vinh, Reod- |
railwa; |, storage areai snd!
warchnuse. were among other
targets, |

United States battle ©
in the last weck v ore 911 i4,)

423 wounded and 8 mi: . ae-
cording to an announces ot by
a United State spokeantin in

the capital, Scuth Vietnamose|
leozes for the week, according)
1o a Saigon spoke-man, werc
249 men killed and 10l men
captured «r meoang, i

The spokeman sa 1 allied
foreos, kille4 834 muernillas ond;
captured 64 during the weeo, I



Defector, L
' 1 R
To Hand

From OQur Wire Services
SAIGON, Feh, 17.—U, 5. Air

munist North Vietnam.

¢ads GI Raiders
s"l‘roop Stronghold

land storage centers of Com- and guard duty, the program
They has been largely confined to the

cavalrymen, fuided hy a c€ap- gaid that, though the weather five provinces around Saigon.

tured North Vietnamese baital-
ion commander, fouzhl their
way through heavy mortar and
machine gun fire into a North
Vieinamese lask force head-
quarters Thursday, killing 126
Communists.

The Communist regulars
izpored pleas by their former
commander to surrender to the
superior U. S. forces and rushed
1o meet Lhe attackers in a futile,
attempt 1o save a valuable
—
cache of documents and maps.’
The fighling was at such close;
range that air strikes and artil-|

turned bad again, U. . Nav}

he republic has 45 provinces.

and Air Force pilots flew 27 mis-. The 2d Brigade of the 1st

sions Wednesday,

hitting again Cavalry Division led the attack

in the Dien Bien Phu, Dong Hoi against the Communist head-

and Vinh seclors.

quarters near Bong Son.

Emphasis in the Honolulu DROP 70,000 LEAFLETS

summil conference on promo-
tion of sacial and economic

Col. Dong Doan, 36-year-old

development af the South vm_-(:nmmunill battalion command-

namese led lo a new job for

er who was caplured Lwo days

U. 5. Depuly Ambassador Wil- 320 lead the Americans to the

liam Porler, He was appointed :Communists’
|to head all American aspects of position in a valley.

the largely stalled rural paci-i
fication program.

PROGRAM CONFINED

heavily.defended

Helicopters moved ahead,

dropping 70,000 Jeallets bearing
'Doan’s piclure and a plea lo
\surrender. But the Communists

‘lery bombardments were hm'% Handicapped by inability of huttoned up in their thick de-
the Vielnamese armed forces lo fenses while the U, S. troops

ited,

At nightfall one company of
the cavalrymen was dug in al
the headguariers, surrounded by,
Communists, Other ist Cavalry
Division unils  immediately,
exceuted an enveloping maneu-;
ver, surrounded the Communisls’
and waited for daylight. |
U. 8. LOSSES ‘LIGHT’ |

A military spokesman said
U. S. casualties in the aclion—
ahout 300 miles northeasl of Sai-;
gon near the coastal city of
Bong Son—had been “‘very light,
the lighlest we've had in any
avtion.”
| Meantime, U. S. lroops and
‘their allies pushed sweeps iny
other areas which officials said:
ivoosted the day's death loll of]
Communisls to 250,

The Communist war effort
Jlestured lerrorist explosions,

A pregnant woman was among
suspects questioned by police
aboul the detanalion of two Clay-
mor. mines in a Salgon street
that killed 12 Vietnamese and
wounded 60, The woman, cne of|
the wounded, was found carry-'
ing a batch of Vietcong propa-y
ganda leaflets.

KILLS CART DRIVER

The explosives had been con-
cealed outside Saigon's Tan Son
Nhut Airport near the Viet-
namese joint gemeral staff's]
headquarters. There were no,
Americans among the casual-
ties. !

A mine blast that killed a cart
driver and his horse led to
street demonsirations in Tuy
lina against the Vietcong.

Tuy Hoa is Lhe center of a rich
rice-arowing  area 240 miles
northeast of Saigon in which
three Vielcong mines killed 54
The

rice harvesters Monday. illet. There were no other! ——
carl driver was blown up five Several regiments of South 2;:&3{1;_' =
miles west of the town. Vigtnamese  troops  pressed | s jarrorist hurled a grenade

Briefing officers reported fur-
ther air sirikes against bridges

| rifles,

pull many troops from offensive rai
operations for pacification work:ro

ined down more than 2000
unds of artillery.

Sizeable

Made With Reds

SAIGON, South Viet Nam (AP)—A Communist base
camp abandoned under the Eagle’s Claw attack of U.s.
air cavalrymen yielded a truckload of arms Saturday.

They included 34 recoilless
lethal fubes that
serve as light artillery.
The haul “amounts to almost
a Chinookful,” said Cel. Hal‘G.

Contact:

hour period ended at 6 a.m. Sat-
urday, briefing officers said
U.S. Navy and Air Force planes
flew 47 missi in overcast

Moore, 3rd Brigade
of the U.S. 1st Cavalry Division,
Airmobile. A Chinook is a heavy
duty helicopter that can lift six
tons.

Three rocket launchers, two
antialrcraft guns, two machine
guns and 5,000 rounds of ammu-
nition were among supplies the
Viet Cong left behind in flight
Friday from the helicopter-
borne strike 20 miles southwest
of Bong Son, 300 miles northeast
of Saigon.

A U.S. spokesman said the
troopers killed 46 Viet Cong and
captured eight in the Eagle's
Claw operation. 1l marked Lhe
first sizable contact by Ameri-
cans with the enemy since the
seizure of the An Lao Valley
west of Bong Son last week. The
cavalrymen suffered only a
handful of wounded.

U.S. patrols hunted elsewhere
wilh little contact.

ahead in the Kien Binh area, 120
miles soulhwest of Saigon, in a‘
sweep that a spokesman said!
wiped out Lhree Viet Cong com-
panies Friday.

The Communist forces were
trapped in rice [ields. The
spokesman said 137 of the guer-

weather.

One target was a 5,000-foot~
long air slrip at Dien Bien Phu,
185 miles west of Hanoi, which
workmen had repaired during
the 87-day bombing moratorium
that ended Jan, 31, Bombs were
reparted to have smashed the
south end and center of the run-
way and destroyed one bullding.

Pursuing the campalgn to
wreck Communist supply lines,
other aftacks centered on
bridges, roads and trucks in the
coastal areas of Vinh and Than
Hoa. A spokesman said antiair-
craft fire was light to moderate,
but all planes returned safely.

Saigon had two terrorist inci-
dents overnight.

Police said a Viet Cong agent
was killed by the premature
explosion of a bomb with which
he was trying to booby trap an
American Jeep outside a small

at a Vielnamese policeman, but
it proved to be a dud. The man
whao threw it escaped.

Among Communist broad-
casts of the day was a Peking
complaint that neither the De-
claralion of Honolulu nor the
joint communique issued by

sion drop low after comin
enemy fire in Viet Nam.

Viet Cong Turn
Captured Guns

On U.S. Troops

orv

SAIGON, Feb. 18 (UPI}—r
Viet Cong turned automatic
rifles and grenades stripped
from dead United States sol-
diers against 1st Division cav-

en during heavy fighting
today in the hills near Bong
Son.

‘The Flyinz Horsemen were
pursuing a large Communist
force surprised yesterday in a
valley near a Viet Cong regi-
mental headquarters, about
300 miles northeast of Saigon.|

The battle flared after two
platoons of the 2nd Brlgade of
the 1st Cavalry walked inio
heavy automatic weapons fire
from Viet Cong entrenched in
deep bunkers.
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By RICHARD T. MALLOY

Rifles and Grenades

During the early stages the
Communists hit the lead squad
and captured several of the
small, high.wvelocity M-16 ri-
fles. They quickly turned the
automatic weapons on the cav.
alrymen and also used nand
grenades stripped from dead

American troops.

‘The first squad was hit as:
it moved across a small creek,
A wounded cavalryman said
the hillside fronting the creek
seemed to explode with gun.

fire from every point.
‘The second platoon

tried|

moving around the hill to take.

MOVE AHEAD—_Troops f the 1st Cavalry Divi-

g in by helicopter under
The Gls are part of Op-

lon the headnuarters yesterday.,

the bunkers from the rear but
an into heavy fire from the|*
ntrenched Viet Cong on thel:
sther side.
€Call for Planes
; The cavalrymen called for
heavy air and artillery sup-
Jort, But ane platoon was e
sorted still- heavily engaged
as night fell
Col. William R. Lwvnch, 49,
of Huntsvile, Tex.. commander
of the 2nd Brigade. said his
radiomen yesterday inter
cepted "frantic messages” 1o
the Viet Cong ordering them
to take to the hills and fight

By 6 p.m. today, the cavalry-
men had accounted for another
34 Viet Cong confirmed killed.
It brought to 215 the totalf)
killed since the initial assault

eration Eagle Claw ¢ -hing out the Viet Cong
the central highland ..

{UP1 Radiotelephoto)

rillas were left dead in the fields: president Johnson and South
and lhe Ivoops estimated 150 Vieinamese leaders Tuesday
others, killed or wounded, were | “aven so much as mentions the
dragged away by the survivors. ' Geneva agreements” of 1954
Government  troops cam- and 1962 on Viel Nam. ;
paigning in the Quang Ngai and. “This is surely not forlitu-

Hue sectors north of Saigon said
they killed 57 Viet Cong and‘
found 25 olhers in a mass grave!
in an area hit last week by U.S.
Bs2 jets from Guam, Casualties
ameng the povernment forces®
were lermed light. i

The Bs2s siruck Friday at a
target described as “a major
Viel Cong supply hase” about
240 miles northeast of Saigon in
Quang Nam Province.

Reporling on air Dperaliunsl
over North Viet Nam in the 24-;

ous,” the Peking People's Daily
said in an editorial relaved to
the world by the New China
News Agency.

A Cairo newspaper, Al Ab-
ram, said North Viet Nam's
government has decided captive
American pilots are not prison-
ers of war and will try them as
“war criminals.” .

Al Ahram said the North Viel-

|namése ambassador to Cairo,

Nguyen Xuan, informed Egyp-
tian Foreign Minister Mahmoud
Riad thal Hanoi considers the
Americans were shot down
while raiding a country with
which the United States is not in

‘a formal state of war and that
they will be tried accordingly.

The Viet Cong had a warning
for the Philippines, whose gov-
ernment has advanced a pro-
posal—subject to congressional
approval—to send 2.000 noncom-
bal treops to South Viet Nam
for engineering work.




TOUGH, TALL AND SMART

"Tucky

colonel

leads his troops
where action is

BY BOB POOS

BONG $0:G, Viet Nam, Feb. 23 —2— AL

4. Col. Hal G. Moore holds a master’s degree

_ondl is one of Lhe youngest brigade comman-
ders in the U.S. Army. He is the only man in
Viel Nam promoted from command of &
hallalion 10 # hrigade in the field.

“Gen. (Harry W, O.) Kinnard has been
kimd o me,” Moore says.

Aclually, Moore has heen an asset lo
Kinnard, who three years ago was given (e
task of organizing an airmobile division, a new
concept of the U5, milifary.

Moore's unit, the U5, 1st Air Cavalry
| "Division's Jrd Brigade, has reporied, more
! than 2.500 Viet Cong dead since it came to Viet
" Nam last September. The cavalry is one of the
‘fnost uctive divisions because of its mobility,
provided by 450 helicopters.

MURE  COMMANDED a batislion in

Dloody fighting last November in the Ta Drang
* Vulley and at Chu Pong Mountain.

Now he commands three batialions.

The (all rangy, sandy-haired leader never
seriously considered any olher ecarrer than
soldiering.

Son of an insurance agent in Bardstown,
Ky., Moore left home at 17 to work for U.S.
Sen A, B (Happy) Chandler of Kentucky. He
wus o clerk during the day and attended
Greorge Washington University at night for a
couple of years. He got into West Poinl and
wis praduated in 1945 but his [irst fighting
was 4% a company communder in Korea.

WHILIS AT the Naval Wur College Moore
agom attended George Washinglon University
al night and obtained a master’s degree in
international affairs,

Immediately after graduation from West
Point he became a paratrooper and has been
Jjumping ever since, Now, although a brigade

cummander, Moure generally can be found
walking with one of his battalions when it is in
the feld.

“Oul here T can gel acquainted with the
Lerrain, the weather, the men,” he says. "Il [
wulk through mountains and rice paddles I
know how fast & squad or a vompany Or &
battalion can move through them.

“Also. I think a commander ought 1o be
where the danger is.”

RECENTLY, while riding in his command
helicopter, he p\)i.nted to a bullet-swept
haltlefield and said: “Take me down there."”

The helicopter pilot, Capt, Woody Becker
of Tuscaloosa, veplied: "I don’t mind taking
you down there, colonel. But I don't think it
would be good tor tbe aircraft.”

Moore d this for a t, then
agreed. It wasn't Jong, however, before he was
on the ground with his troops under fire.

During the baftle of An Thi, Moore
dragged a North Vietnamese machine-gunner
from a bunker.

HE SAYS Or his adversary: “The Viet
Cong is a tough enemy. When he fights, he
fizhts hard, We usually can't be so lucky as 1o
gel him to stand up and battle it out. Our main
pmhlem is to find ways I.o prevent him from
breaking contact with us."

Moore frequently resorls to unusual tactics
to close with the enemy. He is ane of the few
brigade commanders who employ small unit
ambushes, something the Viet Cong are known
for.

As a student of inlernational affairs, he
has privale opinions as (o how the Viet Nam
conflict should be conducied politically and
otherwise.

But he says: “my job is to kill the enemy
and I will do that to the best of my ability. I
trust the wisdom of my superiors to deal with
the other facts of this situation.”

MOVE THOSE MEN UP . . . A TOUGH C. 0. IN A TOUGH SITUATION
- ‘991 Hal G. Moore, Bardstown, Ky., commands st Air Cauﬂ:-} ’s 3»d Brigade

EXCLUSIVE
WAR PHOTOS
by Egugahim Netha
Phofoacaaher

TONY FALLETTA

Forward combat unit
hug the ground as Viet
Cong sniper hullets crack
through jungle greenmery,
kick dust spats in the
lush grass.
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- Air Cavalry Pounds Communist Stronghold;

. HSd rres Inisrad(idrl ni't gunners zeroed in on,which American troops had| Ferther up the coast, near!lided in flight 20 miles north-| was around Bong Son. US.
SAIGON — USS, cavalrymen; Widespread allied positions in sprung on them some 300[Hue, a US, Air Force B57,east of Saigon, e ?:‘;L?é nl;::'}:; lfffé,':::ﬁdi
pounded at the defenses of a;the heaviest mortar bnmbard-lmiles northeast of Saigon.|bomber crashed while on a' In ground attacks, the Viel.'eég Cotirinwt s.lronghl 4

Viet Cong stronghold they had: |Latest reports said the U.S.|strafing run. A hEIiCDPtET:Cong fired 200 rounds of MOT- whese headquarters was pver-

!ments in months. |
: A force estimated at nearly. avalrymen had killed 34 Viet/rescued the two crewmen. Butli.v shells at the Vietnamese'run by the Americans lut

surrounded near Bong Son 1000 Communists  w. il i i i ili 3
C 518 as still'Cong in the last two davs,lfive American military men’ 3 = dauarters of Trien : s
Monday. Elsewhere, Commu- .truggling 1o escape a frap ;aus;ng the total Viet Cong'were disclrsed {o ha;:e been'gl}f:,}{?ﬁ%an?i‘lleg no!rlh»[vcstlorlTh'fl:‘;;zda\‘\ript Cong [oree was
ced to 1072 in more than killed and a dozen others in- Y i g . han a bal-
U""‘}f weeks of heavy fighting jured Sund.y v.hen ther two ;S:Jgon. causing light casual- estima’ d at more ' an a ba
in that area. 5

p oy e = talion—perhaps as mar - as
Army UHIB helicopters col- ™ communists also hurled sim- 1000 me
ultantaw, mortur barieges at  One off r re.oried 1
five U.S. Marine posiions while the Vil Cor7 weie «
around Chu Laj Da Nang and rounded, the 1.5 fouc -
hit the U.S. 1st Air Cavalry’s failed in several days of hcavy
forward headquarters at Bong fighling 1o penetrate the V.ct
Son, around 310 miles north- Cong delense positions.
east of Saigon. The site of the fightir & Fas
The attacks were part of a been nicknamed by Gl's the
series of Viet Cong mortari“Little Iron Triangle” be. ause
barrages that began before|of the large numbers of bom s
dawn Sunday, when the Com-|and artillery shells bemg
munists shelled the Ist Cav-lhurled into it by the Ameri-
alry headquarters in An Khe,!cans,
capitol. | Northward up the coast,
In_another Sunday a!lack.!!hcusands of US. Marines

Monday, February 28, 1966
KY Herald Tiibure

Yanks Surprise
Viet Cong With sy

Guerrilla Tactic | 5=

By Tha Assocloted Press

CASUALTIES LIGHT

TO MODERATE AS the Viet Cong poured mortar|swept through an area north

fire against the Can Tho air- and west of Chu Lai in a rew
field in the Mekong Delta. phase ol opcralion “Dew’
1 some 60 miles southwest of Eagle.” Marme Wt
Saigon, sard the leatherneels jolled 17
Tre US. Marines suffercd Viet Cong during the fitst 1 0
light casualli - Sunday night days of the curtent swoep,
when the Viet Cong fired HIT TRIANGLE
about 235 morlar  rounds| In Ihe air war [i2s of Lhe

" Six minutes later, his am-

BONG SON, munition bearer suffered the
Viet Nam.  Same fale. Both were captured
without a shot being fived.
Ambu.shcs. lhwby ulmwlh‘:i AL almost the same time
claymore mines ere men of the 8th Regiment
makes the Viet Nam conflict Bravo troop were in hiding
a dirty war. Usually it is the when a Viet Cong soldier
Viet Cong who rely on stealth stumbled into & trip farc. The
and cunning to kil other Viet Cong in the party
But not always. Fhe U. S. dived for cover a5 & claymore
15t Cavalry (Alrmobile) Divi- mine blasted pellets over their
sion triggered three ambushes heads. A dawn secarch indi-
Saturday night a few miles caled that the Communists
south of Bong Son, 280 miles had been lucky. The mine had
mortheast of Saigon, catching been exploded & second or so

U.S.FORCES HIT REDS
WITH B52'S,NAVY GUNS
AND GROUND TROOPS IN
TWIN OPERATIONS TO
SNARE AND DESTROY FOE.

BS2'5 BOMB RED
TARGETS.

I35 G.I'S KILLED WHEN
TWO COPTERS COLLIDE

the Viet Cong off guard.
Men of Alpha Group of the
1st Batialion of the 8th Regl-

too late aud missed them.

A fourth ambush attempt
by men ol Delta troop saw

n AIR FORCE AGAIN

IN ARESCUE ATTEMPT.

HITS
N

against “E" Baltery of the 12th;St~.legic air force in Guam
iMarines and headquarters of struck at Communist tarzels
the 2d Battalion, 9th Marines,|ir the original “Iron Triangle”
eight miles south of DaNang. |area, aboul 35 miles northwest
Near Chu Lai, the Marine|of Saigon Mondary, but no
|enclave 60 miles south of Daldamage assessmenls were
|Nang, the Viet Cong hit a|made.
{Marine company with mortars| US. Navy and Air Force
!grenade; and small arms, Ma-|jets kept up théir allacks on
rine palrols also were engaged communications and military
lin three fire fights around the'targets in North Viet Nam
-Da Nang perimeter. iSunday military spoke.men
{ But the .heaviest fighting reported Monday,

MILITARY SITES |

ment had not even finished nothing. The Americans spent
NORTH VIET NAM.

laying their trap when more the nighi amid the ruins of
than 30 Communist soldiers. a bombed hamlet under con-
heavily laden end with rifles stant attack from mosquitos.
slung, trooped into the kil

zone.

Nightfall was only a few
minutes away as the platoon-
sized ambush patrol watched
the Viet Cong move actoss
rice paddies. »

The signal was glven and a
Claymore anti-personnel mine
spewed more than 700 steel
pellets into the Viet Cone. |
Then followed five minutes of |;
furious gun fire and a bar- |
rage of grenades. The Com-
munists broke and ran. §

“I don't think anybody of
the other slde maneged to get
off & shot al us," said Capt.
James Sinclair, Camden, 5. C.,
who fired the mine. None of
ais men was scratched.

SURPRISE

he Boslon Globe—Monday, February 21, 1966

“They were completely sup-
prised and wenb Lo pieces.”
said Sgt. Heary Chew of
Springfield, Tl i

Next morning, the cavalry- |!
men no bodies. But they did [
find pools of blood and tracks
where the Viet Cong had
dragged away their dead,
dving and wounded.

"I think that, al a conserva-
tive eslimele, we wounded or
killed al leasl 20." Capt. Sin-
ciair said.

A second ambush laid by
Alpha. Company 2d Battalion
of |he Bth Regiment i pay
dor In the foothilis i0 miles $hs
south of Bong San . -

A Viet Cong machine gun- | ARTILLERY is unloaded from a heli-
ner came trotting down a trail | copter in South Viet Nam for use by
where the cavalrymen lay In !
wait. Men leaped from either «
side. drazgine down the gun.
uer and shfling hir cries.

b L1

Wounded GI G ¢
A U.S. soldier wounded near Bong Song,
South Viet Nam, is hoisted aboard a Ist

4 -
e
*.  F
the 1st Cavalry Division in reconnais-
ance. (UPI)

. .
a Big Lift

by a new wrap-around “straitjncket” litter
being used for the first fime in combat.

Cavalry {Air Mobile} Division helicopter (LPD




ONE VILLAGE!

of long ago troopers of the U.5. Tsf Cav~
N alry Division in South Viet MNam, moving
through a jungle area near the Cambodian bor-
der on a search and clear operation, came upon
a village whose people were totally unsympe-
thetic to the Communists who dominated the
area.

Many South Vietnamese in isclated areas of
the country have been plagued by the Viet
Cong. The Cong tax them, requisition their food
supplies, brainwash their children, conscript
their men into guerrilla bands and faorce the rest
of the villagers to work and spy for them.

The Cong has used innocent villagers, includ-
ing women and children, as shields during bat-
tle. At other times bewildered villagers have
been caught in the crossfire of opposing forces
and suffered casualties.

The people of this village understandably
wanted to move quickly, while the Cong were

‘

V.

-

Children are approhensive as they wait their turn to loove,

&8 FEB igs6

Villagers pile their
belongings in tall
grass while wait-
ing for the air lift to
safety miles away.,

helpless to prevent i, The fraopers called in
maossive Chinook helicopfers to'ferry them fo o
safer area 15 miles south of the central high-
lands city of Pleiku.

The families piled their belengings in the fall
grass and soon lines of villugers, from tots to
elders, with rice, pets, livestock and all their
moveable belongings, streamed to the waiting
Chinocks. o

The furnishings of their church — religious
paintings, statues and a cross — were stacked
in the grass until Americans in combat gear
could carry them aboard.

The brave and adventurous clambered
quickly into the choppers. The hesitant peeked
in and then cautiously stepped aboard.

Soen the big helicopters roared off leaving
the deserted village behind and settling to the
earth again seon after to deposit the villagers
in their new, safer and hopefully happier
homes.

(¢
; -l‘;

/

) ¥

Reluctent water buffals, swned
by « villager, is led by insist-
ent sergaant 16 waiting chopper.

“.

¢ Lugging a heavy
auitvase, o yeung
% girt hurvies 1o
fain the others,

.I‘
N

o

Va




COLUMBUS, Ga., P.O. Box 711, 31902, Wednesday Morning, March 2, 1966

DISPLAYS VIET CONG BULLET — PFC John 0. Martin, 24, of Atlanta,
bullet that was removed from his left leg at the Seventh Field Hospital near Tokyo, Japan.
Martin. a member of B Company, 2nd Battalion, 5th Cavalry, was wounded in Viet Nam when
his plalonn was ambushed by the Viet Cong Feh. 17 near Bang Son. He was also wounded by
grenade fragments.—AP Wirephoto via cable from Tokyo.

This We_ek‘s PICTULE SBOW by 4P Photegrapher Rick Merran

displays a Viet Cong

Mashington Str_ = ~*" 1388

—Associaled Press

An Army helicopter eases into a battlefield in Thach Long valley to i
evacuate a wounded soldier, while five of his buddies from the Ist

1 Cavalry Division try to help out.

l/* ¢ ol 2 AR 196

Capglr Uses Rope Trick
"To Tdke Peak From Reds
£ Map 1968

BongSm,VizLuamMmhlm.wmic.M r of Springfield, Va,,
United States air cavalrymenucommanda:yzf E:ep:egment'n 2d
pulled a rope trick on the Viet|Battalion,

Cong today: X M. Sgt, Floyd Collins of Colum-

S0 Cap Giap mountain, a jungle-(bus, Ga., gof an extra thril] on
crested peak three miles south-|the ladder. The heavy-duty Chi-
east of Bong Som, now is injnook mbove him soared up unex-
American hands, pectedly about 150 feet, moved
' A reconnaissance platoon of|ahead about 100 yards and then'
the 5th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Air|descended.
iCavalry Divisian, led the way. do“] m&ﬁgﬂm it shook
i wn,” A i

Descend From Coplers Working with axes, machetes,’

The troopers swarmed down 50- power saws and explosives, the
foot E‘:&'e’ n “rg’n_ from hover- engineers hacked out a landing
Ing helicopters through junglef o ="7H waved in the first of
|growth so dense as to bar anylipe helicopters in less than
‘orthedox landing. They quickly minutes, " 9
,secured the erest. Bulldozer Set To Work
[ There was one mishap. A chop-| A emal]  bulldozer  from the
per veered nearly 400 yards cargo of a Chinook was quickly
across the treetops, then crashed.|set t0 work leveling the ground. |
Two clinging soldiers and the| Communist  resistanee  was
four-man crew were injured. slight. The troopers killed six

After the platoon’s descent, snipers and captured three,
fuher men poured down collaps-| United States Navy ers
ible aluminum ladders from other helped to keep the enemy occu-
helicopters. They made up twolpied. From a position offshore,
companies of the 5th Cavalry and|the craiser Canberra shelled tar-
a detachment of combat engineers./gets in response {o radioed re-

Among them was LI, Col. Ed-|quests from cavalry spotters.

A buddy takes a firm grip on the gloved hand of a wounded Ameri-
can machinegonner while others Jift him {o remove his field gear and
make bim more comfortable. The soldier, a member of the Ist Cas-

sl

Buddies’ Helping Hand for Wounded Yank
alry (Air Mobile) Division, was wounded in battle with ¥iet Cong in
Thach Long valley, south of Bong Song. Machinegunners wear
gloves a< protection from the weapon’s hot barrel. (AP)
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S g By
ammuni-
vifle in his left hand, a U. S. ist Cavalryman moves along cautious-

ARTICTLES OF WAR Z Loaded down with equipment and extra
tinn, iy
Iy on a sweep operation in 8 Viet Nam's central highlands,
cover lie has written; “In God we trust.”

On his helmet

1 Best Cong Killers
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P Ine spndrci, e sk A NEW WEAPON. 4 105mm howitzer, sporung a bell shaped flash

iy e ield

He stresced ©oenes f o uonew
“tuds of the drons nesd b

suppressor on its muszle, s inspected yvesterday at the camp of the
Ist Cavolry Diaon (Airmebile) moa mountainous ares south of
Bung Son in Viet Nam. The howitzer 15 hzhter than other 105mm
weapons and can be carried through the air by helicopter. The (lash
suppressor hides the muzzle flash at night and so prevents tl© enemy
from locating the weapon.
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Score Two for Us

Two U. S, 1st Cavali troopers take cover xs
mortar fire blasts enemy troops hiding in rice
paddies near An Khe, South Viet Nam. Meun.
while, survivors of a Special Forces camp in
the Ashau valley were flown to safely alter
garrison was veerrun by North Viet Namese
regulars, —Story on page 6
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“9®  \Wadnesday, March 2, 1986 The Seuttle Times i:

Air Ambulance for Casualty:

VIET CONG TARGET—A wooden model of a plane bearing U.S. markings
and attached to a stick is held up by a 1st Air Cavalry soldier after being
found in a Viet Cong encampment south of Bong Sen, Vietnam. Used in
ahtialrcraft practice, the model was usually carried across a ficld by a run-
ning Viet Cong while his fellow soldiers took beads on it.—AP Wirephoto.

Seattle Man
Is Decorated
In Viet-Nam

seoto Tines 9 MAR 1960

RICHARD A. PIERCE

Specialist 4th Class Rich-
ard A. Pierce, son of Mr.
and Mrs. A. R. Pierce, 1624
S. W. 164th St., has received
the Army Commendation
Medal with V"' Device for
heroic achievement in Viet- .
Nam,

Pierce, 22, was cited as
the result of an action near
Catecka November 12 when
a Viet-Cong mortar and in-

. fantry force attacked a com-

j mand post of the 1st Caval-

; ry Division's 3rd Brigade.

! "Pierce, firing a machine
gun, silenced three enemy
motsr  nositions,- then
brought accurate fire on the
attacking  infantry  force

, while exposed to heavy fire

* himself,

i Holder of the Air Medal *

i with six clusters, Pierce

i rides shotgun” on helicop-

ters for the commander of

the 3rd Brigade. Pierce is

a graduate of Moses Lake

High School.

Fiva air cavalrymen hovered protectingly over a
wounded comrade Saturday as an Army helicopter landed
= in a clearing fo evacuate him and other casualties to a
fiald hospital—A. P. wirephoto, (See Page I for war
developments.) :




Aid for Fallen Cavalryman o

e

A buddy took a lirm grip on a wounded machine gunner's gloved hand as others removed
field gear to make him mora comioriabic while awaiting air evacuation frem the Thach Long
Valley, south of Bong Son Saturday. Mach'ne gunners wsar gloves fo protect their hands from
the hot barrel. The casualty was 5 member of A Company, Ist Battalion, I2th Regiment of the
ist Air’ Cavalry Division.~A. P. wireghoto.

—UPI Pholo by laH Correcaangent Steve Van flater,
. RETALATION — Members of the U.S, 1st Cavalry Division reply to sniper fire from Viet Cong
~us. troops al An Khe, South Viet Nam, with mortar s hots. Billowing smoke indicates a hil on a house

JUNGLE OPERATION IN DEEP WATER T B e =

Troops of the 1st Cavalry Division, holding moving inte the wooded 'unﬁ}e ares in the
their rifles high, plow through a wide stream background in search of the Viet Cong
in South Viet Nam’s flatlands. The squad is enemy. (Story on Page A-5.)



) UPI Radiolelcpholo
copter shot down when uniis of the U. §. 1st Cavalry
Janded amid Reds near Chu Pong Mountain.

Sgt. Daniel Jack, of Buford, 0., carries wornd-
ed North Victnamese soldier past wreckage of heli-

—Associated Prest

A SOLDIER LIVING OFF

Lt. Col. Robert Litle drinks coconut milk during
in South Viet Nam. US.
water, has a flavor, seems to quen

iroops re]

THE LAND

a military operation
ort the milk is better to drink than
their thirst longer and is nutritious.

GIs Challenge N. Viet Force

Across Cambodian Border

SAIGON (AP) — Two bri-
gades of the US. 1st Cavalry
(Air Mobile) Division ranged
over the rugged hills on the
Cambodian frontier ‘Thursday,
challenging a large North Viet-
namese foree across the border
1o battle.

US. officers said a major
fight may be in the making on
the scale of the division’s nine-
day stand last fall in the la
Drang Valley only a few miles
away.

One report said ilwo more
helicopters were lost in new
fighting Thursday moming,
bringing the number downed

by the Communists to six in 24
hours.

THE 1st CAVALRY Sky-
\roopers in the highlands spot-
ted Communist elements at
noon Wednesday, A 50-man
unit flew by helicopter into the
wooded mountains 13 miles
west of the cavalry encamp-
ment at Plei Me to take on the
enerny.

The battle aged heavily and
a full company was called in
1o help. Then a second com-
pany joined in. Four helicop-
ters were shot down. By night-
fall, the troopers were sur-

Waving 2 blood-seaked bandage, a trooper fries to ges for-
&uhb{orlmnddhddynﬁqhﬂehmal
fallen tree during fierce fighting at Chu Pong Mountuin.

rounded by an estimated 1,000
dug-in Morth Vietnamese and
Viet Cong. The Americans
called in artillery and air
power to plaster the Red posi-
tions.

More reinforcements flew in
Thursday morning, cleared the
landing zones, evacuated the
dead and wounded and then
fanned out in new searches.

US. officials reported
bodies of 75 Communists were
found. American casualties in
one company were reported as
moderate, in another company
light. The troops captured six

L

The fighting eropted affer a recotmaissance usit from the

of the enemy and found 14
‘Weapons.

reported entrenching on the
border just inside Cambodia.
US. field commanders have
standing authority to chase the
enemy across the Cambodia
border under the defipition of
“hot pursuit,” but there were
no indications that such a deci-
sion may be made.

“The rugged terrain 220 miles
northeast of Saigon has consid-
erable tree cover on the south
side of the hills, unlike the more
open Ia Drang Valley five
miles to the north.

o
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1st Cavalry (Air Mobile) Division dropped into the midst

of a North

Vietnamese regiment, (UPD

U5, el Bl
i

March 31 (Thurs.
day) (UPD). — A company of
American cavalrymen, Ssur-
rounded and outnumbered 10-1
by North Vietnamese regulars,
clung grimly fo a tiny lsnding|
area at the base of Chu Pong'
Mountain early Thursday as
U. S. warplanes flung a deadly
curtain of lead around them. |

The 1st Air Cavalry Coms
pany, cut off Wednesday byl
Communist troops who shot
down at least five U. S. Heli-
copters, reportedly survived
the night drawn into a tight de-
fensive perimeler. i

Air Force fighler-bombers
\and aerial artillery from rocket:
helicopters kept up an almost
|steady stream of suppressive,
fire around the company 1o
shield it from the Communisis.
ARTILLERY SHELLS

An artillery company, hustled
into altack posilions early
Thursday, brought 105-mm.
guns firing high explosive shells
against lhe Communists. Air,
Force lranspart planes dropped
a continual stream of para-
chute flares before dawn to
keep the area illuminated. 1

The company, from the 1st,!
Battalion, 12th Cavalry Resi-
ment, reporied it was under
sporadic sniper fire during the!
night and machine-gun fire un-
il about midnight. It said the
Communists did not atlack in
force.

{ Thick clouds of cordite fumes
from the rockets, bombs and
thousands of rounds of machine-
gun and small-arms ammuni-
‘tion filled the forest-ringed land-
ing zone, The Americans had
.held oul after fierce hand-lo-
|hand fighting Wednesday.

| “The Air Force certainly did
‘a magnifieent job.” an Ameri-
‘can military spokesman said.

‘HEAVIEST FIRE’ |

Some units of the Americanl
‘forees  suffered ‘moderate to|
heavy casualties in what was;
termed “some of the heaviest
(fire I've ever seen’ hy a cor-
irespondent with the 1st Cavalry.
‘But a U. S. spokesman said;
nvipn]] U. 8. casualties were,

1 .

In addition to the five cava]ry!
helicopters shot down—one of
ithem a big Chinook—several
other choppers were badly shot!
up but managed to limp buchl
R d 1
to base. One of the helicopters
fliped over on its back after be-
|ing downed, and all four crew-
men were killed. !

In action elsewhere in South
Vietnam, U. 8. military spokes-
men reported three more Ameri-
can aireraft downed by Commu-
nist fire—two helicopters and an;
Air Force F100 Enpersabre:
brought down 90 miles south-
| west of Saigon. ;
'NEAR BORDER !
1 The new Chu Pong fighting'
\broke oul less lhan one mile
jfrom the Cambodian border just
ito the south of the mountain,
.about 210 miles north-northeast
of Saigon. i

The Iwo sides met head-on
Wczdnesday when an air cavalry
upil swepl into the arca lo
‘cheek out reconnaissance re-
.poris thal about 50 persons in
camoullaged uniforms had been
sighled south of the mountain.

The 1st Cavalry then moved
in a multi-platoon sized [orce
of American lroops to seek oul
the Communists. The cavalry
unit was premptly pinned down.
by intense Communist fire. In
the initial fight the Communists
iinflicted heavy casualties on the
{Americans.

SURVIVORS TAKEN OLT

Helicoplers were flown in to
lift out the American survivors.
A colonel said later that “every-
hody who is still alive” had been
taken out

A second unit was senl in ta
help extract the first cavalry
force. Bul. it loo, was pinned
down by such heavy fire it could
not be withdrawn.

Last Nevember, the 1st Cav-
alry killed an estmated 2000
North Vietnan cse troaps on the
clgpes of Chu Ponz Mounlain
and in the adjoininz la Dranz
Vallev in the bimerest fighting
of 1w wvar, The batlle also re-

ikea in the highest number of
Ar.erican casualties.

i



Bob
Sticky Note
This is the action were Delta arrived the next day to relieve the surrounded toppers.  We then patrolled into Cambodia.
SGT Oiler was wounded here April 1. Capt. Gergulis was decorated for flying in ammo to the stricken and outnumbered 1st Cav soldiers at night.
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Traps 1,?g?ngd‘3ng

From Cabie D:‘apa:chcsl

SAIGON.

Two companies " of the
United States 1st Air Cavalry
Division yes caught up
with a Viet Cong force of 100
men in a valley near Chu
Pong mountain on the Cam-
bodian border, hitting the
Reds from the afr and with'
artillery and tear gas.

At least 10 Commuaists
were reported killed eaily in
the battle, two miles cast of
the Cambedlan border and
310 miles northeast of Saigon,
‘The ares was not from where
Cavalrymen Wednesday broke
out of a Communisi irap,
killed more than
Cong and North Vie tnamese,
and sent the rest of the Reds

across the border,

Yesterday's fight erupted at
1 p. m, as the Americans fired

By Martin Stuart-Fox
By Umited press International

CHU PONG MOUNTAIN,
South Viet Nam

It was some of the heaviest
fire I've ever seen. We ducked
behind an ant hill and
couldn't move.

In the sound of the battle
you could hear the screams aof
wounded men. These guys
were veterans, battle-hard-
ened, but you could see terror
on some of thelr faces,

It was mid-afternoon when
the first elements from the 1st
Battalion of the 8th Cavalry
dropped into the landing zone,
a small clearing surrounded
by thick jungle. The Reds
opened fire Immediately. At
first it was only sporadie,

op Raid

APR 1968

mnq_h.uhu!.loncom-

mnist trenches and foxholes
below. Four hours later 10
Viet Cong bodies were count-
ed. Then the Americans called
for air strikes, artillery sup-
port and helicopters carTying
CS riot gas grenades.

sniper fire. But within min-
utes the firing was intense.

Alr support was called for,
and within 10 minutes Air
Foree Bkyralders were making
thelr first strikes. At the same
tme a second element, this
one from the 1st Battalion of
the 1st Caveiry's 12th Regl-
ment, was enroule by hell-
copter.

The small landing zone by
now was under such heavy
fire that four of the Huey
hellcopters were shot down
elther coming in or going out,

The Cevalrymen menaged
to capture one North Viet-
namese soldler, who atill had
his weapon. He was loaded
aboerd a helicopter to be re-
turned to the command post
for interrcgation. But as the
helicopter was getting out of
the landing zone, Communist
ground fire shot It down, The
prisoner died In the erash. *

The element from the ‘one-
nine' was chewed up preliy
badly. But the helicopters
bringing in the ‘one-twelve’
managed to get survivors out,

For a im the fighting was
5p close that F-100 jets over-
head could not attack for fear
of hitting American troops.
S0 we withdrew . . . on the
run, so the jets could get in.

I was taken out with pho-
tographer Steve Northup in
the last batch of survivors.
We were taken back to & com-
mand post and learned that
the commander of the unil
still in there was believed
killed and command was

Trapped Cavalrymen:
‘Heaviest Fire Ever’

taken over by a platoon

leader, & young 1st lieutenant. i

“That man was as cool as
R cucumber,” an oficer said
et the command post of the
lieutenant. “I can't say too
mueh for that man. When he
gelsdour, I want to shake his

and.”

A

To Spring a Trap.

’ (Asurs1aled Press Radioloto from Saigaut
Skytrocpers of the U, S. 1st Air Cavalry
dodge around huge anthill as they charge

out of helicopter to help 50 other GIs pinned down by North Viet Namese soldiers
and Viet Cong near Chu Phuong Mountain, close to Cambodian border. Yanks
chased Reds across the border, killing about 76, Se¢ =<3 ~-Story on page 7

=How an Oufranked Lieufenant Led Gls fo Victory

Ciw Phong, Viet Nam, March
231 (AP)—He is a slim, soft
— spoken New Englander who
_-wea’s glasses. Next year, he
* warts to study at Harvard Busi
T nesa School. Last night, he took
 cotmand of a baitered com-
ﬂ(ﬂ pany of U. S. 1st Air Cavalry

mer and led them in a stand
agalnst & thousand North Viet-
nam:ese 1roops,

Seond Lt. Daniel Kaplca, 22,
of New Britain, Conn, took
over on the batilefleld after his
corrd any commander had been
= woi rded and the executive offl-

- cer Killed,
vy Hukt for Copter Crews
o ‘tlough they outranked him,

sevaral first lieutenanis in the
2 convany deferred to Kaplca be-
© casi_he had been through three
2= 1st Cavalry actions in Viet Nam,

URSDAY,

E “I‘]e company [rom the 1st

Battalion, 12th Cavalry, had set
out late In the aflterncon (v
find the crews of two helicop-
ters shot down in heavy fight
ing between a platoon of Cav-
alrymen and the enemy. The
action took place just south of
the Chu Phong Mounlains, about
a mile from the Cambodian
border in the central highlands,

Assault Goes On

The company reached the first
chopper about 5 p.m. and res-
cued the crew., Then it began
moving to the second helicop-
ter about 300 yards to the north,

As two plaloons reached the
downed aircraft and fanned oul
past it toward a line of trees,
“all hell broke loose,” Kapica
said.

Smallarms  and  automalic-
weapon [ire {lashed from spider
holes and trees.

“We were laking casualties,
but we continued the assault,”
Kapica said. “Then the com-
pany commander got hit and
the fire became so heavy that
we pulled back.

“But we moved up on in soon
afterwards and then the execu-
tive officer got killed. I took
over the company then, but I
worked closely with the other
lieutenants. We worked as a
team, we put our heads to-
gether.”

Ammunition Gone

The company started pulling
back to await air support, leav-
ing an element behind to bring
In the wounded. By nighttall,
Kapica had his men in a 50-yard-
wide line. A North Vietnamese
prisoner they had taken told
them they were surrounded by
a thousand troops.

The enemy kept probing the side and these wards on the
beleaguered Amerlcans' defen- | other: “Eecalation up o1 down?
.ses‘all night, exhausting the am- | Juhnsen's e alation con oonie
muhition supply of the little|take you down, woy down into
group. At 1 am. a-U. 5. Army!a coliin of roush pine i they
g;‘armou transport plane came,can find ¥our remains.'
in over the treetops to drop am-| ‘The leafiets appaienily we
munition and C rations. for dist.aion in U, S, woup

As darkness slil lay over the|areas.
hills, helicopters brought in two Al no
more companles [rom the bat-|was still in the field muoving
tallon, and this may have|thrcugh ihe slight 1elling mins
broken the will of the enemy.!.nd tall trees.

W Kapica's company

Kapica's company began me ' Kapica's  supenor  officers
ing out ar dawn, It came acro., praised him for a superb job
some dead North Vietnamese|as a: LT

I comanaer,
troops and picked up enemy!——— S
Weapons,
Propaganda Leafleis

On one body, K pita's men
found a batch of English-lan.
guage leaflets They showed a
sketeh ¢f a roffin draped with

the Stars a.d Stripes on one,

z -
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{U.S. Airmobile Force Sweeps Area Near Cambodian Border]

! Special to The New York Times l ‘The
! SAIGON, March 31-—United

fSla.bes troops swept 2 stretch of;of 20 soldlers clad in the gray
the Contral Highlinds near the|twill uniforms of re;

bodian border today after 3,20 had
brief bulL sharp eclash withiby the

terday.

During the sweep, conducted rang River valley, which last
by unils of the First Cavalry fall was the scené of one of the
Division (Ai:miobile), a platoonwar's fiercest battles.

According to the spokesman,
wire at thejs platoon of soldiers scanning

wis reported to have found

some  lelephone

border, about 210 miles north- the area from

‘seven miles south of the Iad-|the

!
that|cans were reported to ".ave suf-struck by enemy ground fire.| In  Saipe~  United  States

spokesman added
the troops had found the bodies|fered
tore a company of reinforce- helicopters were shot down, the 75 enc
i spok*:man said, Three of these in the 1,
ght.were later recovered,
During the night the truop

apparently killed

Airmobile roops in ajthe American forve
North Vietnamese regulars yes- fight yesterday afterncon about|200 the spokesman said, and in the clearing reported little man, speaking 1 -wm
the I; 2 action, the spokesman raid, but ary 1 .1d headqua.'r
charge on the tree line. But the about 3 A. M. another enmpany Central Hohlands
eat, and of infanirymen was lifted by Plc hu, 210 mi
e Americans pulled back. The helicopters 1
remaining members of the orig- three and a half miles away, been cuunted.
inal platoon were evacuated, along with a

TS yes
east of Saigon, and to havejterday spotted aboul 30 enemyiments dug
Tunnin|

/| seon five uniformed men run- soldicrs

ning toward Cambodia. But a and sweoped on them. For twol
spokesman for the unit said hours the Americans fired into

there had been only scattered a tree
shooting.

g across a field spokesman
One of
inte the c

had taken refuge. The Amerl- Chinook--crashed after

lars, The ments arrived,
The re.nforcements brou

commander

opposition proved too

rate casualtles be-Barlier,

to about|

ordered

-1and the company of reinforce- mm. howitzers.
Shortly  after
spokesman said, a battalion Lo 50 moerc enerry solders, ut
oplers jrned the onginal company of that no bud ¢ had be a fou 4
e learing to evacuate reinforcements in the clearing.
line where the enemy the troops—a huge, twin-rotor and together they staged a tnued ti imi-d Uni | Sta
being number of small patrols. th ¥

in for the night, the|
said.
the first helice

four

smaller armed military « - reported that!
soldirs were killed!
ree Lo s of fighling
yeter .av alzern on,
But the  Airs abile

aukes-
empor-
the

SoAat

a spot about “aiz.n, ad o
The spukc
Iots of rocket-niriag hel
the eotimated Lt they had b

battery of six 105
T

dawn, ] 56

In air artion, hasy & enn

strikes over N




; Wounded Pile Up In Trenches As B

.Associated Press corre-
spondent Bob Poos and Cavalry * Division {roops
photographer Henri Huet into action on South Viet- |
ey Ui SRR e ey

ATTACK FROM 2 SIDES

Troops of the 1st Cavalry Close In on Viet Cong
in Fortress That Bombs Could

Not Penetrate !

MANY ARE DEAD

Alied E_Hensive Has Re-
ported 282 Viet
Cong Killed

(From The 5tar's Press Services)

An Khe, South Vietnam—
Assaulting from two direc-
tions, three battalions of
the United States 1st cav-
alry division (air mobile)
battered Communist units
yesterday in the coastal
lowlands north of Qui Nhon.

The Americans swept intn
areas crossed with long, log-cov-
ered Irenches that were so deep
neither artillery nor air strikes
with high explosive bomhs and
napalm could force the enemy
from them.

Like Tarawa Fortress

A veteran of the South Pacific
campaigns in World War II said
the fortifications reminded him
of those of Tarawa.

The action, which included
two distinct battles, came on the
seventh day of Operation Mash-
er, a bid for control of strategic
Bi inh province and involves
more than 6,000 members of the
cavalry and large numbers of
other allied forces.

Col. Hal G. Moore, the com-
mander of the United States
onits in the offensive, sald last
night bis men had counted 232
Viet Cong and North Vietnam-
ese bodies. They found 75 bodies
in the day.

Informed sources said that
two battalions of South Korean
marines, four battalions drawn
from the South Vietnamese Air-
borne brigade had moved into
other sections of the province,

According to the sources, the
Marine landing south of
Quang Ngai was part of the
same offensive;

Officers here were unable to
provide precise figures because
of the varying sizes of battal-
jons, but it appeared between
12,000 and 15,000 men had been
chm';.nilfed to the battle for Binh

inh.

V. C, From a Village

In rain and mud, troops have
cleared the enemy out of their
defenses in the village of An
Thi, north of Bong Son. They
wrested control of a series of
Communist trenches and strong-
holds 'hpt the enemy troops hel
out in positions along a line of
palm trees.

U. S. casualties were reported
as light although two cavalry
units suffered what were de-
scribed as moderate casualties.

‘The operation started Tuoes-
day. First contacl of any size
was made Thursday and Fri-
day. Satarday's Fighting pro-
duced the biggest blow againsi
the enemy when an insurgent
battalion of about 300 troops was
caught between two ballation-
size elements of the cavalry. A
U. 8. battalion is composed of
between 450 and 500 men.

Early today, Viet Cong mor-
tarmen fired aboul €0 rounds
into the U. S. 1st infantry divi-
sion’s artillery area at Phu Lal,
about 15 miles north of Saigon.
a U. 8. military spokesman saud,

A large Viet Cong force wiped
out both a government militia
unit and a relief force in a
fierce weekend battle 55 miles
south of the biﬁju S. air base at
Da Nang, military authorities
reported today.

They said a small unit of U. §.
Special Forces men involved in
the fight near Tra Bong suffered
heavy casualties.

A second relief force thal
searched the area said all the
men in the two government
units were killed, wounded or
missing. No sign was found of
the missing men, including
Americans.

The Viet Cong again rejecled
U. 5. terms for peace in Viet-
nam and got a pledge from Red
China for all-out
““whatever price we have to

pay.”

){t the same time, a message
from North Vietnam reached
London by way of Moscow and
the Brilish foreign office indi-
cated it was a copy of a letter
President Ho Chi Minh had sent
to other governments sticking
by Viet Cong and Hanoi's terms
for ending the war.

Terms Still the Same

A radio Hanoj broadeast quot-
ed the South Vietnamese Nation-
al Liberation Front—political
arm of the Viet Cong—as saying
Communist terms for ending the
war are immutable,

“All negotiations with the U.
S. iroperialists at this moment
are entirely useless if they still
refuse to withdraw from South
Vietnam their troops and all
kinds of war materials," the
Viet Cong statesmen said.

support, -

is their report.

BY BOB POOS AND -
HENEI HUET

AN THI, Vietnam (P—
out in a shell-po¢ked No-
man's land, a thick blob
of mud moved toward our
trench, formerly Cormmu-
nist real estate but now
our haven—and our hos-
pital and mortuary.

The muddy blob was a
U. 8. infantryman, wound-
ed minutes earlier as his
platoon made another at-
tempt to reach a clump of
palm trees 100 yards away
and rout out the Commu-
nists.

Neither he nor the pla-
toon made it. Now he was
crawling back, bullets plat-
tering around'him.

‘He flopped Into the
trench, wounded in his hip.
A medic floundered across
Amerlcan dead and wound-

of misery with the rain
falling, the bullets crack-
ing and the wounded pi-
ling up.

IT HAD BEEN the Com-
munists' first lne of de-
fense around this tiny vil-
lage on the central low-
lands that the First Cav-
alry had chosen to visit
Friday.

The Reds had bullt it
deep into the sand. The
cavalrymen wrested it
from them in charges
across an open rice paddy
under withering sniper
fire that cut down several
ot the cavalrymen.

Medic Thomas L. Cole,
from Richmond, Va., him-
self wounded in his head,
helped tend the wounded,
sprawled in the mud of the
trench. He was nearly
blinded by the bandage
wrapped around his head.

IN LATE afterncon, Cole
had clvilian casualties to
tend to, a whole civillan
family. .

They had been hiding in
a house In the tiny village
nearby and had suftered
from the battle. A baby
barely a year old had been
hit by shrapnel in abdomen,
arms and legs.

accompanied U. §. First nam’s cenfral coast. This .

{

B g A
”-—-\-‘

The company commander,
Joel Sugdinis of Cornwall
Bridge, Conn., cried out to
the father as he carried-the
paby near the American po-
sitions, “Come, get in this
trench.”

The man came over &s

An Innocent Victim Of War
... South Viet Iaﬂher] holds wounded baby ...

enemy fire snapped around
him. His wounded wife,
blood all over her face, fol-
lowed. There was little that
Cole or any of the other
medics coufd do for the
wounded child. As the day

passed into night, and as -

ater died

HAULED OUT—Two soldiers of the U.S. Ist Cav-

alry

Division drag a half-dead Viet Cong from his

bunker during the division’s sweep to the north

of Bong Son,
ran into the
in against the Reds.

South Viet Nam. Viet Cong losses
hundreds as American troops moved
{UPI Radiotelephoto)

loody Fight Rages

the rain grew stronger in its
intensity, the baby began
whimpering, then died.

The command post of the :

Second Battalion of the Sev- .

enth Reglment was in a
deep trench and the main
force of the Communists
fought from dug-in posi-

tions behind the line of

palm trees. Enemy snipers
with automalic weapons
perched in the trees on each
side of the command post.
‘Cavalrymen dashing
across the open ground took
refuge from behind raised
graves of an old cemetery.

Some of them made the |
trip time and time again .

until the enemy fled Satur-
day afternoon under air as-
saults that rained down
bombs and napalm.

Th‘e abandoned Viet Cong
trench line was oval-shaped
—about 150 yards long by
100 wide. An open space in
the middle became "“Land-
ing Zone 4" Saturday after
the cavalrymen cleared
away snipers so helicopters
could land to take out the
wounded and dead and
bring in desperately needed
supDlles of ammunition,
food and medical stores.

The drenching rain fell
throughout Friday night
and in the predawn hours of
Saturday, then slacked off
about dawn.

The light of dawn exposed
a pleture of bloody battle—
the dead and wounged in
the muddied trenches, the
emptled cartridge clips and
ratlon boxes scattered about,
the shell holes. .~ .

In the viliage a rooster
crowed and hens pecked in

the mud. A pig rooted -

through empty C-ration

cans.




An armed trooper
signols the huge
Chinoock helicop-
ter in to land.

Troopers carry church url|:|n ond bu:kaf nf rice to the waiting :huppurs
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PLEIKU (UPI) — The Army|more than a couple of seconds

The Columbus Enaniver »
I Lst.-
|

Try at Piloting *Copter Saves Two
y lng P i (Continued From Page 1)

“'We were rocking around and|had been wounded. A slug had|the helicopter fairly level until! :scrne!hmg. I'd find I'd already

Aviation company commander|when the PAVN (North Vietna-
was angry. He, slood watching/mese troops) opened up rom a

the lieutenant (the co-pilot) was
having trouble getting control
of the ship. The ship was going

torn into his left shoulder. the field was in sight.
The crew chief put his hands Co-Pilot Helped
on the controls. He had never| '“As we came in to land,” he’

idone it
“Maybe somebndv else was
al the controls helping Lhe

Ithe helicopler come in, bounce, |treeline only 10 yards away,"

said - “Eight rounds(around in circles. We radioed|flown n helicapter before, butlsaid, "I felt pressure on the o ianant and me ©

la?mosl nose over, rock back|McKee
and bounce against the metal{came throu

pl
J “That's the worst
\Pve ever seen" he
“Who is that pilot?"”

Just then the door of the
chopper opened and an enlisted,
man slid out of the pilot’s seat.;

“Give me a hand,” he yelled.
“I've got a couple of wounded
men."

Tt was the pilot and co-pilot
who were wounded. The man
who landed the helicopter was
the crew chief, PFC Ordel L
McKee of Farminglon, N.M. He,
had never flown a helicopter|
*|before. But he learned in a few
‘|seconds. It was an emergency.
. First Corabat
! When the 1st Air Cavalry got
into trouble at the base of Chu
Pong Mountain Wednesday, it
was the first real combat (hat
McKee had been in. He was
crew chiel on one of the Huey
|helicopters that ferried troops
into the fight with North

Jandingl'
barked.r

ates of the landing pad again.|shield hitti

trees. But jt began to
altitude.  Both  sides

against the Lree tops.

lose ;
beached forward in

gh the right wind-|for help and one chopper came
ng the pilot. The co-lin and

pilot look over the aircrafl and|Communi
lifted it about 20 feet above the

started firing al the
sts.”

meanwhile crawled
the helicopter eabin
‘and bandaged the pilot's left
larm. The pilot also had been
hit in the right thigh.

McKee,

On Today’s
'Editoria_l Page

— Editorials today discuss
the military honors for Colum-
bus, Phenix City and T. C.
Reeves; and the advisability
of registering as either a De-
mocrat or Republican.

— Millard Grimes outlines
o scheme by which Gov.
George Wallace might have
legally run for governor fo
succeed himself.

— Letters to the editor con-
cern the Alabama governor's

Vietnamese forces.

race and the Viet Nam war.

The crew chief managed to
get the pilot out of his seat and
make him comfortable in the
rear of Lhe helicopter. By this
time, the co-pilet had the
chopper  fairly well under|
control and was gaining alti-
tude.

McKee moved back forward

to see if he could help the co-
pilot.
“All  of a sudden, the

lieutenant looked at me in a
funny way and hollered, take
over,” McKee said.
lieutenanl’s face looked like it
was starting to swell. It was
white, and his head started
nodding.”

This was the first that McKee
realized that the co-pilot also

“We weren't on the ground|

Thurs, Masch 3

Clearing Area fo

. I5at 5T.LOUIS POST-DISPATCH

r Air Strikes

First Cavalry Division troopen deshing from their firing positions just before United
States Air Force planes hammered encirding Communishs in a fisrce battle near Chu

Pong mountain, Seuth Yi

&

et Nam, yesterday.

he had walched the pilots gojcontrols and I Jocked over and

through the motlons. saw that the lieutenant was,
“I didn't have any time to|helping me. |
learn,"” he said. “I just had to| ““At that instant, the ship|
o it." touched the ground and the

lieutenant’s head dropped to his
chest, his eyes shul and his
hands passed from the con
trols.'” i
The lieutenant, m his wound-
ed condition, apparently
ithought the job was done and

‘The landing Feld wasn't far

and McKes managed to keep

lll-rkeu At A Gln-ee}

NEW YORK (AP) —
Stocks — Higher; heavy

3 assed out.
Stacks — Higher; heavy l:Bul the aircraft lurched
uw.,:g; Fi forward, bounced, lilted nose
Cnmn: QI:“'::‘ down loward the ground.
CHICAGO " McKee grabbed the controls

and quickly pulled back. The
helicopter settled back to the
ground once again.

McKee didn't know how to
shut the engine off, so he just
left it running and jumped out
to get help with the pilot and
eo-pilot,

“I was scared numb” he
said later. “But everytime my,
mind would say 1 had to do

(Continned on Page 5, Col. 3)

Wheat — Higher; good de-
mand.

Corn — Higher; falr de-
mand.

Oats — Higher; light trade.
.Soybeans — Higher; steady
demand.

Buicher hoge — Etrong; top
$24.50.

Slaughtér steers — Strong;
top $31.00. -

! When McKee got a chance
‘later, he walked around the

helicopter counting holes.

“We took 20 his,” he said
“It is a miracle that any of us
gol out.”
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