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By Arthur Ellis. Staff phocoprapher

board on Jefferson Davis Highway near
23d Street in Arlington. The sign is illumi-
nated from dusk to midnight.

BILLBOARD MESSAGE — The Rollins
Co. has placed this message of encourage-
ment to the troops in Vietnam on a bill-

THIS SIGN STANDS ON THE MAIN HIGHWAY LEADING TO THE PENTAGON, WASHINGTON, D. C,

ATTENTION:

1. IN ORDER TO AVOID ANY CONFUSION REGARDING THE DATE LINES OF CLIPPINGS IN DATED
EDITIONS OF THE "SCRAPBOOK, " IT HAS BEEN DECIDED TO NUMBER THEM IN SEQUENCE
THE EDITION DATED

"THROUGH 15 JANUARY 66" IS CONSIDERED NO, |

“THROUGH 15 FEBRUARY 46" 1S CONSIDERED NO, 2.

THIS ISSUE "THROUGH 13 MARCH 46" IS NO, 3.

SUBSEQUENT EDITIONS CONTAINING CLIPPINGS RECEIVED BY THE ! =TH OF E£CH *#ONTH “ILL &E

NUMBERED IN SEQUENCE,

2. THE ACTION SKETCH FILLERS ARE “ADE EXCLUSIVELY FOR THE SCRAPBOCY 27 SPECIALIZT £

BILL OCLAN, S INNER CF 2 SECENT SERVICE ~IDE CARTOCNIST CONTEST £ND AELL VNG LM £5 THE

ART DIRECTOR OF THE ARA'Y IN ELRCPE. ~E IS NC.. ON THE CIL STAFE,
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Antiaircraft Gun Made in Communist China

f

"
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THE NEW YORK TlMES_._ Sll\iDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 1966.
Is Captured in Vietnam

> —_
A 12.7-mm. antlaircraft gun, captured from Vietcong guerrillas near Bongson, is inspected by Maj. Gen, Harry W, ?;

Kinnard, right, chief of First Cavalry Division (Airmobile), and Gen. William C. Westmoreland, U.S, commander,

6. UNIT BAPTLING

Airmobile Battalion:
Joins Fight Near Coast |
)

elnl I The New Yook Tmed

SAIGON, Feb. 10--Troops of
he United States' First Cavalry |
Jivision  (Airmaebile)  fought
-harply with Vieteong regulars
or the third straight day today
n the jungle ridges ncar the
-entral coast, 265 miles north-
st of Salgon.

Military sources said that

wae Airmobile battalions
2lashed before noon with what
5 believed to be a Vietcong.
sattalion about 12 miles south-
west of the town of Bongson.
v in the atternoon. Col..
m R, Lynch of Txler, Tex..
wnder of  the  division's
Aceond Brigade. sent a third
battalion inte the fray to sur-
round the guerrillas.

Regimental Post Nearby

not clear whether they

1L
VERL AL

Ronmethust

ceeded in the difficult

reported 1o be continuing at'y
nightfall

Milit sourers  suspected,
that th re battalion was:
pratecting the headquarters of
the Second Vietcong Regiment,
an élite cnemy foree. The head-
quarters wias attacked by the |
Airmobile troops Thursday, the
diy af Uie current fight-

onz with 2 machine
Wi in-mm. ocket
and thirleen other

HOn
ronhile yeioon casualties
belicved 1o be relatively
. but 11 helicopters were
by zonnd e dusing the )
nd were shot dawn.

. but the fighting was! =

Two Cavalrymen of the 1st Division carry
wounded buddy toward evacuation helicopter and

18 FEB 1966

A running battle with the Viet Con

A GI takes careful aim at the enemy as other bud- Viet Nam. Thi

dies of the U.S. 25th Division move along during a furious battles since ¢
battle with the Viet Cong in ﬂa_g{ly_(_.'lg_irarga of Sogth three weeks ago, %

Sruvm s LA e Seraua

another wounded GI makes hfls“way alongside them,
Both were hit by mortars near Bong Son, Vietnam.

Cavalrymen,
Cong collide
in hot fight

BY THOMAS A. REEDY o
Associated press wriler

SAIGON, Viet Nam, Feb. 1s"'"\' il
— U. 5. cavalrymen cul deeperh

today into enemy strength near,

the central coast. A company of rather |

the 1st Baltalion, 5th Cavalrvl
Regiment  established  heavy
contact with the Viet Cong 10
miles south of Bong Son and
killed 54 in a fight still under
way at nightfall.

Associated Press  photogra-
pher Rick Merron reported the
Viet Cong had a base in. that
area and appea delermined
to defend il. v spokes-
man «aid that. in addition to the
early counl of 3 dead. 1t
irgopers caplured 14 wounded
men and 17 weapons. American
tasualties were deseribed s
light.

ELSEWHERE 1wo helicopte:
crashes look the lives ol seven
Amerivans. An eighth Americen
died a hero’s death when ht
threw himsell on & Viet Cong
arenade.

I
5

moun

Associaled Press

_mr.minnhum nowd

riohata

el
(=)

s area has heen the scene of reprated

25th established a base there

The allies reluctantly aban-
doned vne of the fruits of
vietory  in Operation Whi
Wing, the Jush An Lao Valley.
The last troopers of the U, 8,
I8t Air Canvalry Divisien in-
volved there pulled sut,
become  clear ahe

nogovernmenl was oumyyl-
foor mmable o send oo
ceitpalin foree bttt
el of fhrms
wend uf B San
e B LRI
osen Hy alinidon
s pridehes sl Fli
el e pospeee
e et of the Viet Cone




Air Cavalry

‘Poos.

*while

Two Communist Nests

uncliot Ly Unlan

SA]GON Viet Nam (AP) —
U.S. 1st Air Cavalry Division
elements, sent to find ~d de-
stroy the Viet Cong ne: Bong
Son, 300 miles north zigon, !
reported lonight they ha found!
him, fought him and - ished
hlm, though at some co “dera-
ble cost.

The eavalrymen helicoptered
into two Communist nests on
the coastal plains Friday and:
got stung with heavy ground
fire thal stretched American
wounded along a 75-foot long|
trench.

Kill 159 Reds

Bul AP correspondent Bob
who covered the action,
said the Americans killed 158
Viet Cong and captured 50
more, mostly wounded.

The head-on collision was
reminiscent of the la Drang
Valley battle with the North
Vietnamese regulars in which
the cavalry distinguished itself
in November and since which
the Hanoi troops have managed
to keep their whereahouts large.|
ly secret.

‘The attack was part of a
multi-prong drive by the Amer-
ican forces to search out and
destroy the insurgents in the
central coast and highlands

Washinglon debates

Units Hit i

whether lg?gﬁm Q%hmg the

North or refrain from it to give
Hanoi a furlher chance to talk
peace terms.

Further south, in Phu Yo
iProvince, the 10ist Airborne
Brigade, which experienced
theavy contact Friday encoun-
\lered only sporadic and scat-!
itered small arms fire. The par-;
|atroopers counted eight Viet'
Cong killed but a spokesnran
|said there may have been many ,
more,

| Drag Away Dead

! “They (the enemy) apparent-’
lly retain the ability to drag

their dead away, “the army of-
ficer said.
The multiple-company  Viet

Cong units known to be in the
neighborhood appear to have
broken up into small groups
trying to escape entrapment.
Together with South Korean
marines, the airborne brigade
has killed 47, ten by air as-
saults, in three days.

U.S. Marines scouring outside
Da Nang used tanks, search-i
lights, platoon patrols of about|
30 men, helicopters and firepow-|
er lo flush out small bands of
Viet Cong. The daily battle of
attrition added seven more Viet
Cong killed and five naplured'
since Friday morning,

| Washington Sar

U.S, Ist Air Cavalry Routs Viet Cong

By BDB POOS
Associzi : Press Stall Wi iter
BONG SON, South Viet Nam
— The U.S. 1st Air Cavalry
Division—more specifically the
3rd Brigade of that division—
has just finished one of the most

skillful and fruitful operations of

this war.
i The tough, cocky troopers,
taccompanied in some phases of
'the campaign by Vietnamese
-airborne and armored soldiers,
‘rarnpaged around in the centra
Vietnamese coastal plaing for
more than a week,
| The last time government
troops came into the area, one
vear ago, they were knocked
around by the Viet Cong.
800 Reds Believed Killed

This time it was the Allies’
turn. The cavalrymen and the
Vietnamese troops killed more
than 500 hard-core Viet Cong
and North Vietnamese regulars

by body count.
Col. Hal Moore, commander
of the 3rd Brigade, believes his

captors as

“Urted Press Internatinnal Prarn be Ksoiehs Sawadn

larly in the central
tensifies, Men of the U.S. 1st Air Cavnh-y

AP correspondent Bob Poos spent
eight doys with U.S. cavalrymen
in a drive on the central coastal

fire for four days. Here is his
anolysis of the operation,

imen killed more than 800. The
‘wounded ratio is generally two
or more to one killed, so the
Viet Cong may be nursing more
than 1,500 wounded men in their
mountain hideaways.

American casualties—includ-
ing two instances where caval-
rymen came under friendly fire
—are called light, Rockets from
an armed helicopter in one case
landed within U.S. lines. Viet-
namese armored personnel
carriers fired on a cavalry
detachment for about 10 min-
utes in the confusion of another

The Vietnamese and U.S.
troops found abandoned equip-
ment, propaganda documents,

of blood and Viet Coz:g
graves in their sweep.

plains of Viet Nam. He was under!

In one villaze a bearded old
man climbed from a hole and
fell on his knees at the feet of a

‘in Vietnamese. An interpreter
1told this writer:

see us. He says we are welcome
and he is glad to see the Viet
Cong driven out as the
had been forced to dig trenches
and do other work for the VC
instead of tending their fields|
and raising their pigs and
chickens in peace.”

The campaign started in
earnest Friday, Jan. 28, when
two companies Lt. Col.
Robert McDade’ 1si al.d Battalion,

cavalryman. He spoke rapidly

““He says he is very happy toi

MeDade, of New York city.
remarked in a trench under a:
rain of enemy bullets: “Looks
like when we got out, we find
‘em.”

Cavalrymen Swagger

It was his battalion tha bore
the brunt of the battle against a
regiment of North Vietnamese
regulars in the Ia Drang Valley
last November.

These cavalrymen tend to
SW. r a bit and theyare
P and a little boastful. But
when it comes to fighting, they
are among the best in the war,

At An Thai, where MeDade's
battalion fist became engaged,
they mounted charge after
charge against a Red-held tree
line across an old Vietnamesei

y that was whipped by

ese troops north of Bong Son,
300 miles northeast of Saigon,

A bloody
followed. The cavalrymen took
considerable punishment, but
di: out even more.

ietnamese lowlands in

two-day battle| Weapons

with aulomauc

the snipers.
they took the tree line.

The fighting went on for seven
more days and then the Viet
C collapsed, abandoning
territory they had controlled for
years.

The cavalrymen and Vietnam-
ese troops rested on their arms
for a time, cooked C rations and
rice over campfires and investi-
gated the open air beer stands
and laundries that sprang up
around their camp.

Now they own the area.

—Assoclaled Press

IN THE WAR-TORN VIET CONG AREA

Two Viet Cong guerrillas are hustled toward -
an mten-ugatwn center by their American
he fighting in Viet Nam, particu-

have beeh rampaging through the lowlands
for a week, Moye than 500
Cong and North Vietnamese bodies have been
- counted, Official estimates put the number
of Red wounded at twice that number,

hard core Viet

CAUGHT IN MASHER: American sergeant brings in Viet Cong prisoner
captured during Operation Masher near Bong Son. The 1st Cavalry Divi
sion. carrying out drive with the aid of South Koreans and Vietnamese,
has inflicted more than 1,504 casnalties on the enemy. Related news, Pape 2.
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{EDITOR'S NOTE: Charles
Black, Enquirer military
writer, has returned home
after four months in Viet
Nam. He was with men of
the 1st Cevalry Division dur-
ing many of their recent
engagements with Commun-
ist guerrillas, and his articles
on the war as he saw it will
continue in  The Enquirer
daily.)

* & @
By CHARLES BLACK

Enquirer Miiltary Writer

1 could see running figures
aboul 100 yards from the bul-
let - scarred saplings growing
{rom a huge anthill (they get
10 feet high in South Viet
Nam) where Lt. Col. Hal
Moore had commanded the
battle at Chu Peng Mountain.

The infantrymen were throw-
ing grenades and I heard fir-
ing. They seemed to be work-
ing their way into a thickly
brushed rise of ground. Men
crouched in holes to my right
front, walching the action nar-
rowly, sticking close to busi-
ness even while the troops
taking over [rom the 1st Bat-
talion 7th Cavalry moved
ahead.

T wenl up to some holes oc-
cupied by Bravo Company,
2nd Baltalion 7th Cavalry, who

Charles Black Reports~—

U.S. Flag Is Flown
From Shattered Tree |

had come in and laken the \'
pressure aolf the long-embattled
Charlie Company of the Ist of
the 7th. Sgt. Robert Goodson
made room for me in his hole.

“Get in here, we're still get-
ting fire from over there. I
thought sure that was the last
of them and they just opened
up again,” he said.

Gets Into Hole

I got into the hole and took
note of the litter of M-16
brass and empty magazines
around it. The PAVN fire was
light and not particularly aim-
ed al our sector, apparently.
1 looked over the edge of the
hole and I could see the green-,
ish-gray bundles of clothing
that were North Vietnamese
soldiers killed in front of this !
position during their desperate :
atlacks. i

“We had to move some of _
the heaps of bodies out there. |
They were in our line of fire. |
Just as far as you can see
up thal slope there are bodies
piled up. There mu:‘ be 2,000
of them killed around here,”
Sgt. Goodson said.

The firing took on the con-
tinuous, erashirg uproar of
heavy contact then. I still
couldn’t determine i there

(Continued on Page 3, Cel. 4)
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U.S. Flag Is Flown From Shattered Tree in Viet Nam

(Conlinged From Page 1)

ed it and put up an American
g, a very small one tied to

R fla
was anything coming in bul g jije siick he had cut from

the M-16s around us sudden-
ly opened up, lacing a line of
trees to the lefl of where the
Americans had been maneu-
vering when [ came up.

“Hold that fire! They're
clearing that area, hold your
fire,” somebody shouted and
the rifles around me stopped.
The shooting in the woods
kept hammering and then it
stopped.

Took Care of Them

“They ran inlo some of
them. They tlook care of
them,” Sgt. Goodsen said
grimly after Lhe shooting
lapered away.

I was with Capt. Myron
Diduryk’s company. Lt. Hen-
ry Dunn and Lt Bill Lund
were running sections of this
perimet®r and both maintain-
ed they had “the best bunch
of people in the U. S. Army”
in the holes in their sector. The
company had made a fierce as-
sault in clearing the area of
PAVNs and relieving the men
who had made the do-or-die
stand here in the battle's open-
ing hours.

1 heard about Lt. Joseph

Marm’s now - famous feat in |

this section of the fight. His
platoon had been held up by
heavy automatic fire from be-
hind a big anthill. PAVNs had
dug in behind its shelter, turn-

ing the mound into an jm-

promptu fortification.

‘‘He shot a LAW rocket into !

it and blew it half away. Then

he assaulted with a sergeant, '

throwing grenades. The ser-
geant was killed but Lt
. Marms got right into thera. He
i threw grenades over the
| mound and then went around
| it shooting with his M-18.
| There were 18 dead men when
he got finished. He got hit
going on into the next PAVN
defense line. He was hit in the
neck but he was in goed shape
when they put him on a chop-
per for evacuation,” Sgt.
Goodson tald me.
Coming Into Zone

Choppers
the landing zone behind us now
and 1 heard no fire in our
vicinity so [ moved back from
the perimeter. Lt. Col. Moore
was talking to Brig. Gen. Rich-
ard Knowles and Col. Thomas
Brown, who had just come in,

Men were now laying smoke
screens, throwing smoke gren-
ades along the edges of the
perimeter lo veil the landing

were coming into

the South Vietnamese under-
growth. He must have carried
it in his pack for a long time
waiting for the best possible
moment to put it up.

He couldn’t have found a
better one. The flag had nev-
er had a prouder moment than
here al the foot of Chu Pong
Mountain.

Henri Huet, one of Asso-
clated Press’ very best and
very bravest photographers,
whom I had met during a
101st Airborne Division opera-
tion three months ago, came
over to where Galloway and
I were sitting.

""They are going to pull back

Irom here. Gen. Knowles said
it i1s to ‘expand the killing
zone." This is a bad place,
anyway. righl under that

ridge. but I think what he

meant was {hat they have

something else up their sleeve,

If you want to go back (o

Pleiku, we can catch that

chopper over there.” Huet

told us.

I was tired. physically and
spiritually beal and feeling the
first twinges of some kind of
vague ailment (Vietnamese
ailments are often the bane of |
medics trying to get descrip- '
Live information from feverish, ;
stomach-troubled, aching men
who can’t quite explain it all) I
and 1 was glad to get the ;
ride. 1

st i— Cd\) ,

AXR. DROP—Treopers of the U.S, 1st Cavalry Division hit
the dirt afier being deposited by helicopter in Vietnam

zone from the di
heights of Chu Pong Mountain.
1 joined what had turned
into a sizeable group of re-
porters around the assistanl

division commander and third .

brigade commander after the;

finished their conference with '

Lt. Col. Moore. Joe Galloway
of United Press International

was there, looking very tired |

and dirty. Lt, Col. Moore came |
over and pointed to Galloway. |

“He was here with me right
from the start. He got in on
the whole fight” he told me.

1 felt jealous of Galloway
for a minute and then realized
that 1 was too tired after the
last 30 days or so to have had
any business in the early, des-
perate part of this battle. 1
still felt as if T had not quite
done what T was supposed lo

~ do by taking that day in Sai-
=" gon and not going in with my

— friends from the “Gary Owen™
battalions,
* 1 told Galloway 1 was glad

v he had been along with (hem

v

&, and he made me very proud of

the 1st Cavalry Division (I en,
“Charlie, these are the great-
est soldiers Ihal have ever
aone into a fight! There hasn'l
been any outfit like this one
before. It's something [ wish
every American in the world
could understand, what these
kids did here. Lock over there.
doesn’t that make you fecl
good?" Galloway said.
Tree Shattered
He was pointing to a iree.
shattered and broken about 10
ieel from the ground.
Snme tired solc.er had climb-

Onited Presa Iv ernalinnal

landing zone under fire. They are taking part In Operation
Eagle's Claw In the central highlands.

0
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By JOSETH FRIED
Staff Correspondent of THE News

- Saigon, Feh, 9—A Bronx soldier who fought off Communizt hovdi s despite 1 i
twire weunded was awarded Ameriea’s second higsost medal today. N
Tle Dilinpuished Service» P -
Cross * s viven to Specialict 4th 'Mel. ITand was ordered to wil}vl 9 AmeL s were Lied in e
. Michacl Hand, 24, son of dtws, hut, despite his wounds, | tion, 199 wi 4wl ard vt s
= Hand of 1113 Walton Ave,, volunteered to help rescue another ' sing.
(TN A three-yiar speeial fore o3 | wounded man. I White e gver
- Hand arrived here a i the battleficlds today, ma-' i y
o rasles were b0 e Latalivies

"" woamits of ULS Marines and
_ Heroism in Red Attack i1t Air Cavalry Division linked | ooy
\al:fell the meda) for ' co AnetT an forees tochtened " e
ero’sm” during a Ly a i
st altack on the thein kold on An Lan }allp_\, 400
firees compound ut Dome | "01es noitheast of Saigon.
o June 9 I The marines are mow in a
1" nd braved a barrnge of five | Wocking position at the nn\‘therni
in an attempt 1o rescue a we oad- | end of the narrow valley which
ol hoddy, then darted ints a, il this week was an unchal- |
g and drageed to safety a lenged  Communict  sanctuary.
' Ameciean euptain an’® a ' deepite the tightening Yank ppip |
ino wolor contact with the Red.
s yet been reported.

weee b the 162k )led the

Hit Agpain by Shrapnel i
Wounded by :hrapnel himself, Casualties Rise i
Han1 found a macline gun and ' Stepper up American action !
ralied the enemy until the weapon . wis reflected in steeper Yank f
Jammed, Trsses

DAILY NI

: 596 casualties repor- |
Fit by anicher blast of shrap- ted 1ot week, A spokesman ?;aid!

roic Bronx Gl Awarded DSC
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‘the area,

Cavalry Pursues Viet Cong

The hot jungle grass muffies the foosteps of fighting men who carry a 1Ist Cavalry Division soldier back for the flight to America and burial.

.l i 7
e & .
=—Assocuted Frems

After Linkup With Marines

SAIGON, South Viet Nam.;l;lmd up, two b
]

(AP)—The U.S. 1st Air Cavalry

.:'x]:wfhdv.nlle torhm&h = th A:zbe Lao Valley, South Viet- North
80 Y, 2 gonge | the o - N.
held by the Communists for a|namese “¥ oier iel Mo and

decade, wfler a dramatic linkup
with U. 8. Marines.
The two American forces met

the

mmmm.hcmbﬁengﬁm onset. Ome Viet
| regiments believ reported killed
Punji stakes, sharpened bamboo| oratered,
After morning fog and rain|poles concealed in the ground,

Only

air ¢

and 14

IAP Wirepholo)  +

Americans of 1st air cavalry dashing past sand mounds near An 'I'hi_ on South
Viet Nam coast during an assault on Viet Cong defending entrenched position. Bat-

tle continued for 24 hours.

rigades of the caused some injuries amomg
i zvekyjtae American cavalrymen.

trate the valley 15 months agoisg n
und fadled, 360 miles above the border to

hit the old French fortress of

scatbered fire from small i th
18 miles north of Bong Son as|arms and automatic mDieann?huon e ev oc e
allied of came from the Communists at

icks U.s.
Cong wa-l. :en Wﬂ L agm_Pwa. ndm

|start of the American air at-

left the airport rumway heavily

The jets also hit a barracks
and storage area and destroyed
12 buildings, a spokesman said.
Sixty per cent of the military
complex &t the base was repori-
ed knocked out.

Other Air Force planes hit
two bridges, three main high-
ways and storage areas 50 mil
west of Thanh Hoa after bad
weather limited air action over
the north earlier in the day to
five combat missions.

carriers Ticonderoga and
Ranger roamed the’ North,
Vietnamese cosst, hitting
\bridges, railways and roads
inear Vinh and Thanh Hoa. One
imission struck Tiger Island, a
South China Sea radar installa-
tion near the 17th Parallel.

Other planes hit the Lan Tra
rail bridge and the Han Thach
See VIET NAM, Page A6

| the south.

Navy jets from the 7th Fleet -

Continued From Page A-1
(highway bridg. bath considered
links in the flow of material !o'
The U.S. Command an-’
|nounced today that U.S. forces
in South Viet Nam now total
201,000, including 128,000 Army, |
10,000 Navy and Coast Guard,!
38,000 Marines and 25,000 Air|
Force. Another 60,000 men in,
the Fleet are providing|
carrier air support, particularly:
against North Viet Nam. |
300,000 South Vietnamese

The South Viet Nam gnvem-’
ment claimg to have 300,000/
ﬁe;z in its 1f-egular army, region-!
arces of 130,000 and popular,
forces of about the same uml
ber, The regional and popular
units are the equivalent of
militia with a minimum' of

have added upwards of 10
regiments, possibly 12,000 men.i
The Hanoi regime has a regular|
army of 260,000, intelligence'
sources report, but can call on
another million men who have
had training. H

The Viet Cong kept action at
a low ebb in most of South Viet
Nam, but terrorism continued
during the night on the outskirts
of Saigon, An estimated 25 Viet
Cong entered a police precinet
in the southern suburbs and
kidnaped three young men and
a girl, informants said.

A few hours later the Viel

. |cong fired bursts from a sub-'

machine gun but caused nol
injuries. They left behind two!
death warrants for hamlet of-
Ficials.
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Allied Thrusts
Gain; Jets Hit
Again in North

From News Dispatches

SAIGON, Feh. 2—The huge
Allied force taking part in
Operation Masher, 300 miles
northeaslt of Saigon, drove
against Vieteong  positions
near Bongson loday after B-
52s from Guam pounded the
enemy-held area,

U.S. jets struck at North
Vietnam for the third day
since  Washington ordered
bombing of the North re-
sumed.

A U.S. spokesman said the
port facilities at Benthuy, 140
miles north of the border
were hit for the second
straight day. Other planes
bombed a storage depot at
Vinh, 160 miles north of the
border.

Pilots were unable to judge
the effectiveness of their
strikes because of a low cloud
cover, A spokesman said
bridges, railroad tracks and
truck convoys were also hit,
but specific locations of the
targets and the success of the,
raids were not announced. No
planes were reported lost.

Fighting in Operation Mash-
er tapered off to an occasion-
al skirmish as the Vielcong
were apparently pulling out of
their positions. A U.S. spokes-
man said 695 enemy troops

thave been killed .and 102 cap-
rtured in the operalion.

Six to eight Vietcong com-
panies were believed to be
seeking to escape the allied
drive by moving through a
valley in the highlands to the
northwest, holing up by day
and traveling by night.

US. helicopters accidentally
fired a barrage of Zuni 2.75-
inch rockets into bivouacked
1st Cavalry Division troops
taking part in Operation
Masher. One American was
killed and nine were wound-
ed.

The helicopters were wait-
ing for a signal— yellow
smoke—to mark enemy posi-
tions when a Cavalry radio
operator accidentally dropped
a smoke grenade while cut-
ting some brush, The heli-
copters opened fire before
they could be warned of the
error.

The U.S. death toll for last
week was more than triple
that of the week before.

Qfficials reported 57 Ameri-
cans killed in action, 281
wounded and 11 missing or
captured.  Vietcong  losses
were put at 519 killed during
the week and 224 captured.
Government spokesmen said

-
TUniled Press International
BONGSON ACTION—A member of the U.S. Ist Cavalry fires on the Vietcong from behind a fombstone ai Bongson. |

their troops lost 127 killed
and 52 missing.

About 15 miles southeast of
Saigon, tanks of the US. Ist
Infantry Division wiped out
two machinegun bunkers in
daylong fighting that was
heard in the capital.

In other ground action,
thousands of U.S. Marines
continued their sweep inland
from a beach to the north of
Operation Masher. The Ma-
rines have made little con-
tact with the enemy. A
Marine plane flying support
for the sweep was hit by Viet-
cong fire and crashed. The
pilot ejected safely.

1st Cavalry Overruns
2 Companies of Reds

U.S. Troops Pressing Pursuit
Of Battalion of Viet Cong
'smémxuz?(um)—me Uus. A%g’ﬁﬁca'ﬁ% Satur-

day overran an estimated iwo Cominunist companies—about 200
! men—in a major American offensive along Seuth Viet Nam's
i Highway 1. Heavy fighting was reported under way.

| CAVALRY OVERRUNS

Continued From Page 1

fend their positions and showed

cavalrymen moved out across
no sign of trying to run. It was

Front dispatches said at least
103 Viet Cong were killed Satur-
day by confirmed count, 41 cap-
«tured and 105 suspects rounded
up. Unofficial estimates said
more than 250 were killed by
jair strikes, artillery and greund
Fighting,

The cavalry was reported in
pursuit of an estimated battalion
(500 to 600 men) of Viet Cong
and regular North Vietnamese
troops in the coastal area 310
miles northeast of Saigon. A
ispokesman said the Commu-
Inists apparently were prepared
to fight to the last man. '

UPI correspondent Joseph
Galloway, accompanying the
first hattalion of the 7th Cavalry
said the cavalrymen killed 59
Communist soldiers ir an altack
on a fortified village north of!
{ Bong San, some of them in regu-
(lar North Viet Nam uniforms.

THE 18T CAVALRYMEN,
who won fame in the battle of
the 1a Drang Valley and Chu
Pong Mountain, were engaged
in “‘Operation Masher — nne
of three major American offen-
‘sives against suspecled Viet
Cong strongholds.

The third American operation !
was “Operation Buckskin” 20:
miles southwest of Saigon where
troaps of the 1st Army Division
have killed 87 Viet (eng in a
week-lopg operation.

The village ©f Plan-An over-
run by the cavalrymen Salur-
day was a cluster of thatched'

huts in the middle of rice pad-
dies about six miles north of
Bong Son and about two and a
half miles inland from the South
China Sea.

The fighting erupted as the
Turn to Page 18, Columa 4

the rice paddies. At about the
midway point heavy sniper fire
poured out of the village. The
lead elemients splashed into the
mud and water on their stom-
achs and quickly called in aerial
and artillery support.

Armed helicopters and fighl-
cer planes zoomed in with can-
non fire and rockets and practi-
cally every hut in the village
was burning within minutes.
The Viet Cong suffered heavy!
casualties.

|

THE CAVALRYMEN jumped
to their feel; [iring their MI6 -
rifles on automnatic rom the hip, |
and dashed into the village.:
They rounded up 70 Viet Cong®
suspects and pushed en. 1
Communist  snipers.,
back as the cavairy advanced.
"continued to pump small arms

| fire at the Americans. '

| Another element of the cava
trenched Viet Cong in a nearby
area of jungled. rolling hills just
a mile or two inland from the
South China Sea.

Galloway reported from the
front thal the [ighting started
Friday, lasted through the night
and was continuing sporadical-
Iy at nightfall Saturday night.

Intelligence reports indicated
the Communists intended to de-

ry continued fo fight well-en-!

just what the cavalry wanted.
Among the weapons captured
Saturday by the cavalry were
several Chinese Communist 12.7
millimeter machine guns — sim- !
ilar to the American .50 cali-|
ber machine gun — brought into |
the south by a North Vietna.!
mese anti-aircraft battalion. i
The cavalry was supported by ,
a South Vietnamese airborne
unit, a military spokesman dis- .
closed. )
Although the Americans were
carrying the war to the Viet;
Cong in the three large scale|
operations, the Communists car-
ried out small operalions. |
In one, two groups of Viet!
ong donned the uniforms of |

i
falling| o, uernment Rangers and Ma- |
'rines

Friday night, sneaked,
through government positions
nd attacked an outpost barely
1 miles from Saigon. A third i
group of Viet Cong wearing the
usual black pajamas attacked
* from another direction.
The Viet Cqng opened fire on
surprised government troops,
killing several of them. They
iwere driven off and at least 10
were killed as they tried 1o flee
across a river,
But it was the Ist Cavalry
which was bearing the brunt of
the fighting.
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BY JAMES SPOTSWOOD
News slaff wriler
Frank Dunn is home from

. the Vietnamese war and one

of the hairiest jobs in the

Army — crew chief ahoard a
, Tecannaissance helicopter.
| That bloody battleground
1 seems a million miles away
i since his reunion with his wife
, and 2-year-old son, Richard
' Scott Dunn, and with his plans
. lo return to work al Hayes
! International Corp.
| But for seven months with

the First Air Cavalry Division
f and for 480 combatl hours he
| lived it every day. The fropi.
, cal syn bumed ‘his Fair skin
| deep, and he lost 15 pounds to
| heat and tension. His chopper
| was forced down twice.

s

HOME FROM VIET WAR

ef recalls ha

DUNN'S MISSION during
the equivalent of 20 days in
the air was what is politely
called Teconnaissance by fire,
Recon helicopters fly into an

area of an intended air land-"

ing or suspected Viet Cong
concentration and shoot at
them.

The purpose is to entice the
VC into shooting back and
thus exposing their positions,
This the Cong frequently do,
using rifles and .30 caliber

machine guns with great
enthusiasm.

“‘Many times 1 thought I'd
had it,” Dunn sald, ‘“They

used iracers with -their ma.

chine guns, You could see’

them coming. And when you
see a tracer you. always know
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:  (EDITOR'S NOTE: Charles

Black, Enquirer military
lwriler. has returned home
| after four months in Viet
| Nam. He was with men of
“the 1st Cavalry Division dut-
ing many of their rtecent
engagements with Commune
ist guerrillas, and his articles
on the war as he saw it will
rontinue in The Enquirer
daily.)
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By CHARLES BLACK
Enquirer Military Writer

Without going through the
ilong chain of circumstances
iwhich occurred from the time
1 heard the Second Battalion
Seventh Cavalry was heavily
engaged until the time when 1
found out what had happened,
I will outline the fight the Gary
Owen battalion got into and fill
:out the details laler,

E Along with the First Battalion
\Fifth Cavalry, Lt. Col, Robert
‘McDade’s battalion had left Co-
lumbus LZ walking toward pos-
sible landing zones found by
aerial reconnaissance helicop-
ters.

{ They had walked about 3.000
meters — moving fast and mak-
-ing good time thromgh relative-
'ly open timber coumtry—when
ithe column split. The Second
iBattalion Seventh torned and

headed toward two other land-'had made about 6,000 meters.
ing zome possibilities which|lt was a column formation on
were already entered on theia narrow front and the compan-Iplatoon from Company D up;since the Chu Pong mountain
operations maps as “LZ Al-|ies covered about 1,200 meters|front followed by
of trail, A heavily beaten trailjpf Company A: headquarters
yards of the twoiand two platoons of Company
fast. The battalion had left|fields which Lt. Col, McDade!D; Company C and finally Com.

bany."

The pace had continued fo be|ran within 100

Charles Black

{ Gary Owen Troopers Victorious in Battle After Setback

there are four bollels behind
it and four in front of it
“The Good Lord pulled me
through, that's all.”
Remarkably, nobedy on
Dunn's chopper was wounded.

DUNNS CHOPPER receiv-
ed 13 hits the first time it was
forced down. One bullet pene-
trated a fuel pod, allowing
highly volatile fuel to stream
back toward the exhaust.

It was either come down or
hurn up, so the pilot landed
the chopper in a creek bed in
the middle of a [fire fight.
AirCav and Cang troops were
shooting at one another at
ranges as close as 100 feet.

The crew drained the fuel in
the damaged. tank below the
as
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leve] of the hullet hole to stop
the leak and then flew out,

THE SECOND TIME, Cong
bullets struck the rotor blade
and transmission. Dunn's face
expressed his indignation at
this damage to his helicopter
as he told about it, The crew
was picked up by ‘another
helicopter and the chopper
itself also was lifted off the
battlefield.

Dunn is proud of his two
years’ service in the Army
and with AirCav in the fierce
fighting of the Central High-
lands — though it's wonderful
to be home with his own
family and his parents, Mr.
and Mrs. J. G. Dumn Jr. of
2432 Pearson Ave,

iry escapes
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1ef5—£§,u?§5§ moved again,

There was the reconnaissanceling with the Gary Owen men

about 9:30 aum. and by nooniintended to secure so the artil-ipany A, Second Baltalion Fifth

1Y
3
’ . . .would have sotvea 1L all. If

There were three

separate

two platoons;fight.

!Cavalry which had been work-

Lt. Col. McDade and his ex-
ecutive officer Maj. Frank
{Henry had taken the battalion
/command just a few days pre-
viously, They heard on the
radio that the scout platoon had
found the first field, it was cov--
ered with elephant grass, and
had captored two PAVN sol-:
diers, A stretch of woods lay he-
tween this field and the second,
smaller landing zone the battal-
ion was to secure. i

“I became impatient at the;
delay and moved on up with
Maj. Henry to the landing zone.'
The Vietnamese interpretors|
were questioning the prisnners.f
I commenced making a recon.'
naissance of the area so I could,’
set up the perimeter and told”
the company commanders to'
come on up so Maj. Henry and
1 could show them the positions
they would occupy,” Li. Col.,
McDade told me later. i

As the company commanders
moved ahead, Capt. Henry,
Thorpe was 150 meters from
the landing zone and had left
his Company D under his exe-|
cutive officer and Capt, Georgel
Forrest had left his company:
at the tail of the column and;

(Continued on Page 3, Col. 1)

Artillery commeneced coming|

Gary-- :

(Continued Ivom Page 1)
was moving up, a fierce hail of
fire struck the entire column. |

“There were rockets, grena-‘
des, mortars, rifle and mach-!
ine guns. . it came from 380
degrees and it came all at nncel
with no warning.”” Capt. Thorpe:
said. i

Company C was hil hardest.i
A wave of Communists swept‘
up lo itz [Nanks on either side‘
af the tvail and cddied avound
the Americans, The P;\VN'sl

forced Company C into outnum.! .

bered ixolation. ‘

Capt. Forrest turned and ran
hack toward hig men. A pialmmi
from his company was far outl
in advance of Ihe main body,|
scatlered as seeurity, |

“AlL T could (hink of was toi
get them back there, get them,
into o defense and to Light it out,
through the
B with bullets clipping the
ground sround me. hollering at
guys 1o get back down Lo the

company. | got evervbody start-
ed I could and 1 went back.
Iosaw then ©owas all by my-
sell, | bad staved out too long!
I had o pour on 1he gas and
e U meiers o, L it
wiz a long, long vun. 1 made
it We wal inte & perimeter, 1
didn’t know the werain bul a
rdge. ¢ litle rse ol ground

T could have seen il and moved
200 melers we would have lorn
them up worse and maybe not
have lost so many. [ puess you
always think aboul (hings like
that later,” Capl. Forrest said.

He had no apologies to make
for what he did do. of course,
He fought his company and
kept it intact and the PAVN's
died attacking it. .

Up on the landing zone LL.
Col. McDade was organizing al
defense. AMortar rounds werc:
slashing inte the field and heav_v;
fire came from all over. Capt.
Thorpe got there and under;
cover as did other officers and
each took charge of the men
nearest him.

€
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fights in progress by now, the
column was split. Company C
was surrounded, the two other
segments of the line v.ere both
pulling into defensive coils. The
PAVN attack reached a cres-
cendo of ferocity.

Lt. Col. McDade was des.rib-

as “cool and fearless.” Men
kept calling to him to get down
and he kept ignoring the plea.
He used his radio sparingly, as-
suming that the PAVN's had
captured radios and code cards
and would be monitoring his
lransmissions. He pulled his
men into a delense in the woods
and radioed for the ones out
along the trail to get in there
il they could.

from the supporting batteries.,
Airplanes began hammering!
the attacking PAVN's. Hellcup~#
ters swept in and dumped loads;
of rockets and machinegun bul-
lets into lhe wood sheltering,
the force attacking the pulnum.
bered Americans. ;
The fight continued in a solid

smash of  brutal vinlence
throughout the night. There
were  conlinuous  assaults by

both Americans and PAVN's.
The air and arlillery kept ham-
mering. By the next morning.
the fighting had tapered off.
There were more Lhan 400
PAVN badies counted v hen Lhe
fighting we. finally fimished in
the aflernoon. American losses
were  calicd  “‘Moderate”  but
they seemed heavier than that.
Charlie Company and a platoon
of Delta company. cut of[ with
the men in Ihe conter ol the
column, had “een nverrun and
Americans were [ound in lbitle
circular groups of eight or nine
where the: had fought lo their
deaths. The PAVN's had paid a
high price for thewr attack hot
it had been the harde t. most
savage single [ight the First Air
Cavalry Divicion had run into.




