s c R A I B o 0 K THROUGH 15 JANUARY 66

iy o Blop o]
ARMY 'S 1st AIR CAV

PACKS FOR VIETNAM

Vietnam Orders Come Just
27 Days After Activation

in Command

Maj. Gen, Harry w0, 0.
Kinnard, Commanding Gen,
ernl of the Tst Cavalry -
vision (Armohile) jx ready
o take off In his IRO.
QUOIS helicapter for a first
hand lnok at Sky Treoper
activitiee at Fort Benning.
Ga. General Kinnard is a
1938 gradunte of the 1. 8.
Military  Academy at West
Point.

During Warld War H, he
was pesigned {n the 501sf
Psrachute Iofantry Regl-
ment which became a per-
munent atlachment (o the
101xt. Adehorne Pivisjon for
the duratinn of the war, He
pﬂrnrhmed into Normandy
in the D-Day invasion, took
parl in the airborne ipva-
sion of Holland snd war at
Bastogme in (he Rartle of
the Bulge. He became o full
coloel at the age of 29,
When the Army estqb-.
lshed the experimenial 11th
Air Assault Division (Test)
in February, 1963. Genera)
Kinnard wag.. named Com.
manding  Generalen posl.
tion the Army aviator held
until the experimental Jjth
was dishanded and the Yst
Alr Cav wos octivated as
the Army's newes| combal
division. (ANF)

S .
SIOUN DN LINE—OH-13 SIOUX helicopters of the 15t Cavalry Division (Airmobile)
await further preparation for movement to Vietnam. The Army helicopters are secyred
in wooden eradles as part of the extensive preparation and prexervativn progess mec-
ersary before the aircraft are ready for the long journey to the Southeaxt Asia country.
The OH-13 ix manufactured by the Bell Hellcopter Company. (U, % Army photo by
s/%pt John Heghes) 8

WASHINGTON (ANFI—
From the East Room of the
White House, Prexident Tyn-
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don B. Johnson addressed
nationwide radio and tefe-
vision audience.

Ii firm tenes he said.
have today ordered to Vi
nam the Alr Mohile Divi-

w¥ion .. ?

fix hundred miles ta the
#outh, at Fort Benping.
the officers #nd men of the
Army's new st Cavalry Di-
vision (Airmobiler  turned
from televigion sereens and
radio sets and began in ear-
nest the massive job of mov-
ing to Vietnam,

They had received their
orders.

Just 27 days earlier the
Division officially jeined the
Army's troop list, It is a
direct descendant of the now
disbanded 11th Air Asssult
Divigion - (Test), the unit
created in 1963 to develop
and evaluate the principles
of Army airmpobility.

Maj. Gen, Harry W. O,
Rinnard, Division Command- -
ing General, speaking for
the more than 25,000 men
of his unit, said “I think

has rather mixed emotions.
The 1#t Cavalry Divivion ix

By Fred S. Hoffm tests of the air mobility cnnv|

The “air pobile” div

ordered to Viet-Nam by Presi.|

dent Jﬂmm yesterday s the
newest end has I

11th Air Assault Division.

d the new divi
.|would be combat, rudy “lhoulﬂ
It is expected to be dniwed that become necessary” within
roughly near Plelku in the cen-|about eight weeks.
tral highlands of South Viet| An Atlania Journal reporter!
Nam where US, authoritiesiat Ft, Benning wrote yester
have been expecting 2 major!day zhnt the divisian plaps to
Communist push. isend an advance logistics
The division's nearly 16000 party to VietNam within a
infantry men and paratroopers week or 10 days and soon aft.

any unit that has'been given gre
the word to méve to combat  of

never
ground combat.”

1sT CAVALRY DIVISION

- ———

nu exception,

“We're & prowd unit. We

think we're gooll.” The nir-
mobile concept. he declared,
givek a commander

“a e
e of surprise, Aoxibility
maneuver, and
possible in

speed
before

ﬁ\nﬁmn Rldes in Copters

MeNamara said, “will make its

eept under the name of the greatest contribution to im-
| proved combat cffectivencss
Atﬂwum. Me,mmua saidiin operations where terrain
obstacles

and  undevcloped
-communications networks

could give enemy guerrilla or

light infantry forces an ad-
vantage over our swandard
formations "

The Delense Sccretary said
use of helicopters o carry
units direetly o ard from the

will be carried to battle aboard|erward to airlift a tactical| battleficld “provides a capa-

some 428 helicopters. unjl, praohably as large as a
. It is this helicopter capabil-ibattalion, 1o an advanced stag-
fty which planners believeiing ares. o
makes such an organization| The use of the st Cavalry
ideal for fighting in the'will be an acid test of the
jungles and mountain country Army's theories on air mohil-
of South Viet Nem. lity, which have been contested
Its key fulurel are m!d of | by the Air Force.
and abil:| Tn ing the mission of
the mnew type of division.
Culminating three years of McNamara has said:
study, Secretary of Defemse: “The air mobile division
Robert 5. McNamara an-:wijll be capable of conducting
nounced June 16 that the,operations in all types of
has been suthorized to terrain.
ornmze its new air mobile di- “It can react guickly and
yision. maneuver rapidly over large
The division, dengnn{r.-d the - areas.
15t Cavalry Division (air mo-, "It can reconnoiter, screen
il!ﬁ), vuntl‘on !lh- rolls .:ul:d 1. wdc fwnu. lhl;y hastluse
ny of |ts elements plrepdy fare genduct  raids
i ‘a {: t at Ft. Bennipg, hphimi anemy lines.”
., where

ity.

ility -that did not previously
exist lo redeploy our combat
!nrces immediately (o other
areas.”

The air mobile division is
,essentially a light infantry out-
‘fit. It substitutes the rocket
firing power of armed helicop-
ters for heavy artillery used by
conventional infantry division

About two-thirds of Lhe divi-
sion is standard: infantry and
about one-third paralroops.

Where the standard Army
infantry division has ahout 3200
trucks and other ground vehic-
les. the air mohile \‘]wm(m has
only 1

Its 428 helxcnplers ure mare
‘than four times the aircraft in

l?mﬂfi infany, d ll:mm It
s has six Mohg) 0
hey had conducted; The pjr mobily divllan,'nam plgnp? i Fl
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13 BATTALIONS
OF ARMY GET
VIET ORDERS

Alert Follows Decision
by President #f

BY WILLIAM ANDERSON
e ——

Washington, July 28 — Thir-
teen army battalions today re-
ceived orders to move to Seuth
Viet Nam, United States of-
ficials said.

It also was disclosed that the
army will be increased in size
by one division and receive ad-
ditional brigades as well.

Department of defense of-
ficials were preparing to go to
Capitol hill and ask for 1 or 2
billion dollars more to finance |-

new procurement and construe- |,

tion projects.
The actions are a follow-up

{o President Johnson’s an-|-

nouncement today that the

draft call will be more than|

doubled, from 17,000 to 35,000,

and that an additional 50,000

troaps are to be dispatched to
Viet Nam to try to stem the
tide there.

Only One Unit Identified

The Ist cavalry [air mobile] |

division at Fort Benning, Ga.,
is the only unit thus far identi-
fied as being tickefed for Viet
Nam, It is sending eight bat-
talions.

In a related development, the
navy announced that it will
have to take 4,500 draftees in
the October call. The navy tra-
ditfonally does mot draft, but
hed to in both World War II
and the Korszg conflict, to meet
manpower requirements.

Officials would not disclose
how far the buildup announced
by the President would go,
aitho they are expected to do
so after reporting to Congress
laler this week.

Reserve Callup Discussed

The army has been meeting
its deficiences thru a current
draft call of about 17,000 a
month, which has been raised
1o that level only recently. In
march of this year the call
went from a 3,000-6,000 level i0

7,800,

The officials said that serious
considerations had been given
by the President and his ad-
visers to calling up reserve
units in this crisis, but this was
not dome because the units
would be in service only one
year. -

The conferences that started
when~ Robert 5. McNamara,
secrelary of defense, returned
{rom South Viet Nam last week
were likened to those during
the serious crisis days concern-
ing the Cuban blockade in 1962.

Discuss 5 Alternatives

The advisers and the Presi-
dent discussed five alternatives:

L. Greatly intensify the net!
pressure on communist bloc |
nations, using massive air and
naval power with its blockade ;
potential and all available wea-

m;.!Wimdrawal. !
3. Remain with essentially |

- cult at this time to make these
* estimates immediately.

the same number of iroops
which would limit risk of
escalation.

4. Use reserve toops to aug-
ment new troops introduced.

5, Call additional draftees and b

activate new military units.
Inadequale, Some Say
President Johnsen indicated

up privately by the United
States officials today. However,
privately, some top military of-
ficials think that larger incre-
ments — possibly as many. as
500,000 troops — are needed to
resolve the chaos in South Viet
Nam on a purely military basis.

These officials concede that
the President is faced with do-
mestic and international politi-
cal problems and ¢
are not. expected to force any
major Issues concerning the de-
cision.

The 1 billion fo 2 billion del-
lars, which wil lcome in the
form of an amendment to the
fiscal year 1988 budget, does
not cover all of the costs re-
quired to the buildup. For ex-
ample, it will not include mili-
tary pay or the cost of opera-
 tions and maintenance,

Estimates Too Difficult
Officials said it was too diffi-

The officials said they do not
anticipate that the costs will be
comparable with those of the
Korean war, when the United
States at its peak had in excess
of 280,000 troops in the war
field at one time. The officials '

said it was not anticipated that
civilian controls—such as wage
price freezes—would be neces-
sary.

In addition, it was stated

signments in Europe. While
hard decisions have not yet
been made, it is considered
most likely that the new army
division will be a mechanized
infantry division. ’

Has 16 Divisions

The army now has 16 divi-
sions, including equivalent
strength of four divisions now
in Viet Nam, including the
augmentation ordered today.
The precise ration of combat
versus noncombatant troops in
Viet Nam s classified.

Additionally, the army is ex-

to receive far more
helicopters than it mow has.
The officials said this was not
because helicopters are being
lost at an galarming rate, hut
because they have been so ef-
Tective.

The army has had to rob
some of its divisi in the
United States of hel rs to
meet its requirements in Viet
Nam, There also will be 2
stepup in the production of
bombs, which have been ex-
pended by aireraft In their
more than 4,000 sorties since
Feb. 7.

The army's total strength
today is 969,000 out of a total
military force of 2,653,861

BALTIMORE SUN

By PETER J. KUMPA
iSun Sta Correspondeni]

Nha Trang, Vietoam, Sepl. 12—
The arrival of the Army’s 1sl Ca-
valry Division in Vietnam today
gives real muscle for the first
time to Task Force Alfa.

The lask force, with ils head-
quarters here, is dirceted by Maj.
Gen. Stanley R. Larsen, 48, & vel-
eren of Pacific fighting In Waorld
War I1, the Korean War and most
recently the deputy chiel of stafl
of Ameriéan forces In Germany.

Commands Ceniral Reglon

The task force commands all
American [ighting units in the
central portions of Vietnam. This
includes three brigades, the Isl
ifrom the 1st Infentry Division,
the 173 Airborne, the 1st Brigade
of the 101st Airborne Division and
a battalion of Marines al Qui
Nhon along with the new arrivals.

Despite its command position,
the task force, which operates un-
der Gen. W. C. Westmoreland, Is
nol yet well known in the country.
~IUs not even well known in this
busy seaside cily that was mainly
2 beach rest and recreation cen-
ter for American iroops only
short menths ago.

Have To Be Escoried

Visitors to Nha Trang's bustling -
nirfield complex have to be es-
corted through a Vietnamese Air !
Foree noncommissioned officers
school to find the headquarlers
buiiding tucked awsy between the
5th Special Forces headquarters
and an air commasdo squadron.

The 1ask forces public informa-
tion officer, Lt. Col, Tom Ham-
rick, had to conduct & campaign
to get Saigon to spell the com- |
mand's name correctly. Tt's Alfa
not Alpha.

There is a strong Texas flavor
lo the task force, About twn
{hirds of the 200 men &t the task
force came tegether as a leam
irem the 3d Army Corps at Fort
Hood, Texas.

They began arriving on August
‘5. They began working while car-
penters were stlll hammering
away putling up the main bulding
that has a corrugated tin roof.
Many of the task force sections
continue to operale from Lenta,

A large building In the center of
the city is being removated for the
permanent headquarters of Task
Force Alfa,

1t's very doubtful thet the 1st
Cavalry Divislon will be thrown
inlo any quick operations against

the Vit i riefics has
Mmtoz"tﬁ?!!rmmw‘
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Arrival Of 1st Cavalry Puts
Muscle In Task Force Alfa

Tuigng, the Commuaists may kave
decided to break up and operaty
lin smaller units,

Task force commanders here
are confident’ that # the Viel
Cong continue ta try to fight with
batlalion-siza units ar larger theyl
will be defealod by the superioy
a:r. artillery and ground fire of

balicopters.
'The 1st Cavalry will be able to
:?eul.e from any given base—
ther on the sea or L
Ong continuing objective of the
i bo to kesp

Americang will open
nyhlﬂuz:rh-w'ly 15
¢ runs Qul Bcross
mountaips’ aod - te
Eleilu and then to the Cambedisn
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1 965: The € onfllct ‘Becomes a 'War’

N THE 12 months of 1965, that “dirty, little

war” in Southeast Asia got dirtler — and
bigger — as U.S. troop strength climbed In
giant steps from a barely noticeshle 23,000 to more
1ihan 181,000 men,

Keeping pace, South Vietnam's shipping Imports
Tose 800 percent, Infercoastal shipping doubled and
petroleum consumption jumped from 250,000 barrels
in Jenuary to more than a million per month by De-
cember.

These and other facls were released last week in
ithe Penlagon's year-end compilation of the wer in
Vielnam.

On the grimmer side, the U.S, Jest more than 1300
men and South Vietnam 11,000. The
enemy fared much worse. The Penta-
gon says more than 34,000 were killed
and almost 8000 caplured during the
year,

Massed, and massive, firepower was
the campaign keynote. On the ground
and In the air the U.S. and Vielnam
ugped the ante for playing “war of national liberation.”
Ajr forces of both countries flew more than 60,000
torties over South Vietnam and Navy and Marine Corps
planes, carrier and land-based, flew 39.000,

North Vietnam ‘also felt the crunching allied eir
rewer. The Navy and marines few more than 6600
torlies over North Vietnam while the U.S. end Vietna
mese Alr Forces banged In with almest 12,000.

In carrying out this alr escalation, the ellies lost
raore than 160 planes over North Vietnam, including 10
knocked from the sky by Soviet-made surface-lo-air
missiles (SAMS). The U.S, In return, struck 18 SAM
tiles.

Terminology for the ralds on North Vielnam went
{from “punishment” (after the VC attack at Pleiku in
February) to “supply interdiction” (more than 500
highway bridges hit In the third quarter of the year
alone).

The U.S., however, dropped more than bombs on
1he North. Between poundings, U.S. and South Vietna-
mese personnel poured more than 77 million leaflels,
840,000 newspapers and 20,000 gifts into North Vieinam.

Escalation also hit the other war in Vietnam—thal
war for the allegiance of the people. More than 2400
ililary civic action programs, ranging from bridge
#nd school building to road repair and drainage control,
Plossomed forth in 1865, Armed forces medical person-
nel {reated more than 4.5 million Vielnamese under
ihe Medical Civie Action Program. The U.S. distributed
some 106,000 tons of foodstuffs and more than $100,000
worth of other commodities donated by various relief
zervices,

Finally, 1965 was the Year of the War, though not
efficlally called such. For the world, Vietnam moved
from the wings fo center stage. For some U.S. sfudens,
faciog a doubled draft call, Vietnam suddenly was a

Year-End Military Strength

Republie of Vietnam

Regular 865,000
Civilian Irregular Defense Group 27,500
National Pelice 52,500
Cembat Youth 24,000
€79,060,
Uniled States
Army 111,008
Navy 8,500
Marine Corps 38,500
Air Force 22800
Coast Guard 250
121,250
Third Nation Ferces
Ausiralia (One Reinforced Batlalion) 1,568
New Zealand (One Artillery Batlery) 360
Bouth Korea
Capital Division (Reinforced) 17,000
Engineer Task Force 2,808
MASH Hospital 150
Other Military Support 1,008
TOTAL 223550
Viel Cong
Hard Core (Regular Forces) 75,000- 85,060
Faramilitary (Irregular Forces) 100,000-120,000

Felitical Cadre 40,000

TOTAL 215,000-245,000
MAJOR FORCES
Army: 1sl Air Cav. Div,; 1st Inf. Div.; 173d Abn, Brig,;
1=t Brig.. 101st Abn. Div.; 3d Brig,; 25th lof. Dlv,;
1s{ Log. Comd.
Navy: Advisory Group; ubits from the Tth Fleel.
Marine Corps: 111 Marine Amphibious Force, including
3d Marine Div, (Reinforced) and lst Marine Ajrcraft

‘Wing.
Air Force: 2d Alr Div. (elght Wings).

BTRY. B, 2d HOWITZER BN. 320th ARTY.
Massed, and massive, firepower, upped the ante for playing “war of national liberation™

tergel of protest. And for more than 150.000 service-
men, Vielnam was not & name but a destination.

Chronology

How the war grew fo its present proportions is
detailed in the Defense Deportment’s compilation of
the action.

JANUARY
1—U.8. military strength in Vietnam: 23,000.
1.31—Officials report highest Viet Cong monthly Josces

tince 1861,

FEBRUARY
7—Viet Cong attack U.S. compound at Pleiku and
nearby Camp Holloway . . . Following the altack the

U.S. launches 1ts frst air strike against North Viet-

nam,
8—President Johnson orders withdrawal of U.S. depend-

ents,
B—First elements of the Marine Corps’ 1st LA.AM.

Bn. are reported operational st Danang.

IP—I\:‘Ixhet Cong ferrorists blew up U.S. BEQ at Qui
16—Largest Viet Cong wapons cache of war is seized at

Vung Re Bay,

MARCH
4—Firsl U.S. Ajr Foree planes are shot down by MIGs
over North Vietnam.
6—First Marine Infantry (3d Bn., $th MAR) lands at

Danang.

30—U.S. Embassy in Saigon is damaged by Viet Cong
explosives,
MAY

5—First elements of the 173d Abn, Brig. arrive In
Vietnam,

T—U.5. Marines and Seabees land and begin construc-
tion at Chu Lai.

11—Viet Cong attack the provincial capital of Song Be.

16—Series of accidental explosions rocks Bien Hoa
airbase,

28—Major battle around Quang Ngai cily rages until

June 3
JUNE
1—U.S. military sirength in Vietnam: 52,000.
8—First Bn,, Reyal Auslralian Regt., arrives in Viet-
nam,
2—Consiruction begins on base at Cam Rank Bay,
Blzb—liea\y casualties on both sides in Dong Xoai
altle.
16—Explosives charge damages Tan Son Nhut terminal,
17—First MIGs shot down by Navy fighters over North
Vietnam,
18—First B-52 bomber raid in South Vieinam.
25—Two Viet Cong mines blast My Canh restaurant in
Saigon . ., . Several Viet Cong ballalions atlack
Vietnamese battalion at Due Hoa.

JULY
T—Marines land 8000 more at Danang and Qui Nhon.

12-16—Second Brig.,, 1st Inf, Div, and the 1si Log.
Comd. land at Cam Ranh Bay, Vung Tau and Qui

15—-U.8. .cunﬁrms SFC Isaac Camacho'z etcape from
Viet Cong prison . . . MACV confirms presence of

101st ABN. DIV,

North Vieinam's 101s{ Regt. In South Vietnam.
17—B-52 bombers support ground operation.
24—FIrst U.S. aircraft downed by SAM over North

Vietnam.

27—U.8. hits two SAM siles northwest of Hanoi.
Zs—girst Brig.,, 101st Abn. Div, lands al “am Ranh
ay.

80—U.5. military sirengih in Vietnam: 80.000.

AUGUST

2—U.S. presenls four B.57¢ {o the Vielpamese sir
force,

14-15—Another 6400 marines sarrive al Danang end
Chu Lai.

18-24—Marines conduct Operation Starlipht south of
Chu Lai.

24—Viet Cong stage mortar attack on Bien Hoa airfield,
damaging 49 aircrall,

SEFTEMBER

7-10—U.S. and Vielnamese marines in Operation Pi-
ranha south of Chu Lai,

18—First elements of the 1st Air Cav. Div. land »t
Qui Nhon,

18-21—First Brig, 101st Abn. Div., conducls Operation
Gibraltar near An Khe.

23-30—Viet Cong suffer heavy losses sl Phu Cg oul-
post along Highway One.

OCTOBER

8—First elements of South Korea's Capilal Division
arrive.

10—First elements of 1st Inf. Div. mrrive.

17—Navy jets desiroy first mohile SAM sile in North
Vietnam.

18-31—Baltle rages at Pleime Special Forces camp.

27—Viet Cong aitack marine sir installations at Dapang
&nd Chu Lai.

NOVEMBER

1-12—First Alr Cav. Div. battles west of Pleime,

T—MACYV confirms presence of five North Vielnamese
battalions in South Vietnam,

B—Meg of the 173d Abn. Brig. fight major engagement
in Zone

10-12—US. and Vielnamese marines join in Operaticn
Blue Marlin.

14-19—U.S. Iroops fight the Battle of Ia Drang Valley,
the biggest engagemeni thus far in the war.

27—Viet Cong overrun Vieinemese 7th Regl in hatile
at Michelin Rubber Plantation.

DECEMBER

1—Viet Cong incidents tolal 1038 In week ending De-
cember 1. (More than 28,000 of these “incidents"
were reporied for the year)

2—USS Enterprise begins her firsl combal.

4—Terrorists bomb Metropole BEQ in Saigon.

15—Air Force hits Uong Bi thermal power plant nesr
Haiphong, North Vietnam.

25—Viet Cong break their own and U.S.South Vietna-
mese Christmas cease-fire.

20—Third Brig., 25th Inf. Div, arrives st Pleiku.

31—0.8. milifary strength In Vietnam: spproximately
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Where the Action Was

Among biggest engagements of 1965 (see map) were these;

'I February 7. VC attack U.S. compound
® at Pleiku. “l've had enough of this,"
storms LB), orders air strikes on Morth.

May 29-June 3. In what appears to

® be start of ““Monsoon Offensive,’”” YC

attack in maojor battle near Quang Mgai
eity. &

3 June 9-12. VC lay siege to Dong

® Xooi, Four days of fierce Ffighting

produces heayy casualties on both sides.

4 August 18-24. U.5. on the offensive.
® Maringes open Operation Starlight
south of Chu Lai, trapping VC regiment.

MNovember 14-19.

September 18-21. First Brig,, 101st

5' Abn. Div., conducts Operation Gibral-
tar. Close-in fighting with VC,

October 19-31. North Vietnamese
® troops, mounting massive assault
against Special Forces comp at Pleime.

November 1-12, In hot pursuit of re-
® treating North Viet , 1st Air
Cav. Div. ambushes enemy west of Pleime.

November 8. The 173d Abn, Brig. in

® major sweep operation in Zone D,

long considered an impregnable YC strong-
hold.

In biggest engagz-

® ment of the war, 1st Air Cav. Div.
bottles Morth Viet regulars in la Drang

Valley.

Ho Brewed Turmoil

For 20 Years

The present struggle in Vietnam did not begin overnight. Al-
though 1965 was the year in which the crisis became everybody's
concern, the roots of the struggle go back some 20 years in violent
history. Through revolt, counter-revolt and coup, Ho Chi Minh has
managed to keep Southeast Asio in turmoil since 1945. Some of
the major stepping stones to the Vietnam war follow.

1845

March 8—Japanese occupation au-
thorities proclaim independent
Vietnam with Emperor Bao Dai
as nominal ruler,

September 2 — Communist domi-
nated Vietminh Independence
League seizes power under Ho
Chi Minh; establishes “Demo-
eratic Republic of Vietnam.”

September 22—French troops re.
turn to Vietnam, clash with com-
munists and anti-French nation-
alists in Tonkin.

1946

Mareh 6—France recognizes Demo-
cratic Rep. of Vietnam as “[ree
state” within Indo-Chinese Fed-
eration and French Union. Dis-
agreement over status of new
state.

December 19—Vietminh attack on
French troops in North begins
eight-year Indo-China War,

1947

September—French, in control of
principal towns and communica-
tions, seek nationalist support
through Bao Dai.

1949

March B — Independent state of
Vietnam established with ties to
France,

June 14—Bao Dai assumes role as
chief of state of Vietnam; na-
tionalists withhold support.

July 19—Laos eslablished as inde-
pendent state with ties to France.

November 8 — Cambodia estab-
lished as independent Slate with
ties to France.

1950

Mav 8 — U.S. announces n-_;lliiarv
and economic aid to Vietnam
and other Indo-Chinese stalc..

1953
April 9—Vielminh extend war o
Laos.

1954

May 7—French stronghold at Dien
Bien Phu falls to Vietminh as.
sault.

July 21 — Ceasefire signed at
Geneva. Partition of Vietnam at
17th parallel into communist
North and anti-communist South
with provise of free elections in
1956.

September 8—Southeast Asia De.
fense Treaty (SEATO) signed to
prevent further communist ex:
pansion in Asia,

1955

October 26—Republic sf Vietnam
eslablished in South
wilh Npo Dinh Diem as presi
dent. U.S. promises aid.

1956

May 8—Frea elections to reunify
the two Vietnams postponed

April—Last French troops in Viet—
nam leave, U.S. military advisors

help train South Vietnamese
army.

1957

May 29—Crisis in L3y as pro-
communist Pathet Laa [orees
make bid for power.

1959

April—Increass 5f communist un-
deriround (Viet Cong) activity
in Soulh Vietnam, supplied and
dicected fram Norih Vietnam.

July 8—First casuallies to US.

Vietnam:

Military  Assistance Group in
South Vietnam.

1960
November 11 — Unsuccessful
military revolt against Diem
regime in South Vietnam.
December—Fighting in Laos in-
creases,

1961
January — North Vietnam and
US.SR. aid pro - communist

rebels in Laos.

March—U.S, reacts to threat of
communist takeover in Laos
with increased aid and dispatch
of troops to Thailand.

May-December — Conference at
Geneva on ending Laolian erisis,

July—U.S. steps up aid to South
Vietnam; increases role of mili-
fary advisors.

1962

June 11—Agreement on coalition
government in Laos announcad.

October -— American helicopter
units now moving South Viel.
Namese troops on raids against
Viet Cong.

1963

Ma_y«AuguslA—Buddhist demonstra-
tions against Diem government
in South Vietnam.

November 1—Military coup over.
throws Diem regime.

November 19 — Cambodia re.
Mounces U.S. economic and mili-
tary aid moves closer to com-
Munis| China.

1964

Janua_ry 30—Second military coup
begins long series of govera
mental changes in South Viel-
nam. .

August 2—North Vietnamesa PT
hoats atlack US. destrover in
Gulf of Tonkin.

August 4—I8, carries out retalia-
tory strikes against PT hoats
and facilities in North Vietnam
alter second atlack on US.
ships.

Ho's Latest Ploy
Is Hanoi Hanna

. PHAN RANG, Vietnam—"This
is Radio Hanoi. 1 have a flash
for the boys of the ‘Screaminy
Eagles, Attenlion: 1ist Brig;,
101st Abn. Div. [ am coming t»
dinner at the hrigade mess hall.
And guess who I'm having for
dinner!” :

With slalements - similar to
that the beloved “Hangi FHunna”
speaks over .77-78 megacycles
SW, Radio Hanoi, and hegins her
act. Dispensing advice on haw
to win the war by losing it, she
speaks ta her most “adheriag
fans—the American soldiers.”

Hanna stands In lhe infamous
tradition of Axis Sally and Tok-
¥0 Rose. Proclaiming lo the lis.
tening world of the many Amer-
ican “invaders” the Viel Cong
have killed (six infantry di.t
sions since October by Hanna's
couni—plus some odds and ends
—thal’s about 90,008 men, nat
including the odds or the ends!)
her news is so oullandish ani
preposlerous as to be of great
support 1o American troops.




TEN CENTS

%ewaﬁhﬁ[mma NOVEMBER 20, 1965 WTOPTV (9) Radio (150)

‘Bigladrang Victory

CHICAGO TRIBUNE

20 NOVEMBER 1965 P-6

U.S. Victory Seen in Viet Fight g -

Air Cavalry Idea
Termed Proved
! hy Battle

RY WILLIAM ANDERSON
[Chnicasn Tribune Press Senvicel

Washington, Nov. 19 — The
United Stales has entered an-
nther new phase of the war in
Viel Nam by directly engaging

| massed forces of the regular —

I North Vielnamese army in the
hattle of TA Drang valley.

Senior American military
commanders today were call-
ing the hloody valley—where at
least 1411 Communist have,
heen killed since Sunday w_lih;
moderale to heavy casugllies
of American forces—a viclory
far the Uniled Slates.

Officials also Lhink the battle
is proving—the hard way—the
concept of American Lroops be-
ing ulilized in a highly mabile
and new organizalion called the
ist air cavalry division. '

Yhe balile has been faking
place in a valley near the bor
der of Cambodia. and most ofl
the communist bodies counted|
by American forces have been
firstline, regular North Vietd
namese sokdiers rather than the
usual, gnerrilla Viet Cong fight-
er from-the south.

THAILAND

China Sea

168" - 4.

It marks a shift in nist,
stralegy by meeting South Viet
namesé ahd American forces
head-on instead of the ald guer-
rilla factic of hitting and then|
running into safe hiding places,

An Assncigted Press com-
pilation .ol deaths for a four
week period thru last Saturday|
showod that a total of 3,542
commupists bodies have been|
counted, with 288 American
deaths and 74l south Vietna-
mese killed in the same period,

Pentagon spokesmen, how-
ever, will not yet release the
number of Americans killed in
the Ta Drang batte on the
grounds such information might
enable the enemy to employ
more effeclive laclics against
Uniled States forcos, -~

A company of the 1st cavalry
{division which tenk the brunt of
a North Vietnamese atlack in
the early slages of the fighting
sufferad heavy casualties,
spokesmen said. a battalion, in-
cluding the-company, sustained.

maderate {n heavy losses.

‘| Gén. Harold K. Johnson,
army chief of stafl, said in a
wirte lo the division that its
actions were those of “‘courage,

chief, said, I join Americans
everywhere in hailing the vali-
ant action of the officers and
men of the 1st cavalry di-
vision, The viclory you have
achicved in the battle of la
Drang is a victory for free men
everywhere."

Gen. Wallace M., Greene Jr.,
commandant of the marine
corps, joined in th salule by
hailing the army for demon-
straling  spirit and  “‘ready
skill."

Other senior officers said re-
porls earlier in the weck from
the scene that airmabile forces
had withdrawn were incorrect.

“We are simple picking our
own lime and place to fight with
mobile force.”” ene commander ;
said. "'That is the whoie idea of
the concept of using llelimrp--l
ters".!

/ I 0 Miles 200
[2‘:. (= ]
Nov, 21, 1366

‘The Washington Post
INFILTRATION ROUTES—Norih Victnamese troops
fighting around Pleime are belicved to be defending =%
the ares of entry of their infiltration route down
through Laos. This partly accounts for actien through:
out South Vietnam's central provinces. In the South, :
infiltration is believed 1o continue in the crosshatched o ) Assoclated Press

_ |committed

toast provinces, with the Vietcong often moving up 1o QUIT .OF 5 N—An A soldier VI who were cap
i the atas orlh of the canltal. @ Fuard over three blindfolded North  ihis week In the Iadrang Valley.

T e

i Teiegnats

—u
Buddies try lo ald a wounded Ist Cavelry Division soldier during

—UPI Rediopholo
fighting in the Chu Pong Mounlains area last week.

Villagers help a Vietnamese Ranger, wounded In the fighting afong i
. Nalional Highway No. 1.

'Held Turning Point

Red Tactic Shift
From Hit-Run
Puzzles U.S.

By John G. Norris
‘Washingion Post Btaff Writer

The bloody clash of an
American air cavalry bri-
gade and two North Viet-
namese regular regiments
in the Iadrang Valley is re-
garded in the Pentagon as
the most significant battle
of the Vietnamese War,

For the first time, Hanci
sizable regular
units—perhaps 3000 to 4000
men—in conventional combat.
instead of following the usual
Vietcong hit-and-run tactic of
avoiding a fight when condi-
tions didn't favor their side.

American mililary leaders
agree that this biggest battle
of the war has been a re-
|soeunding military success so
far, but wonder just why the
enemy elected to stand and
{ight and take such heavy
losses at this particular spol.
Enemy Dead Toial 1207

Official U.S. figures put the
enemy losses in the Battle of
Iadrang Valley since Sunday
at 1207 dead by actual body
count. A great many more un-
doubtedly were killed by B-52
and fighter-bomber strikes
hehind the lines and unques-
tionably the number of wound.
ed ran high. Probably two of
the fivé North Vietnamese
regiments in the area were
badly crippled.

‘American casualty figures
have not been released, un-
der a security policy of giv-
ink out only weekly totals.
U.8. Insses in one or two com-
panies were described as
“heavy” but Lhe overall cas-
ualty total for the brigade
was put.at “moderate.” Un-
questionably, however, Ameri- .
can losses will run much
higher, as a result of this
week’s fighling, than ever he-
fore, £

Pentagon officials said the
ratio of Communist dead. by
body count, will run 6 to 9
itime American losses  Lhis
iweek.




~ Gls and Hanoi T

roops

Resume ladrang Battle

Assoclated Press

CASUALTY OF WAR — A Vietnamese trench near Hiepdue, South Vietnam. Her
child waits for medical attention in a mother, also wounded, sits in background.

|themselves,

lment returned to their base

B-52s Hammer
Red Positions
In 12th Attack

SAIGON, Nov. 21 (AP)

North Vietnamese army

regulars brought the battle
of ladrang Valley into its
second week today, clash-
ing with 500 US. 1st
Cavalry troops: in what of-
ficlals described as light to
moderate fighting.

U.8. B-52s from Guam ham-
mered Communist positions
near the battle area In the
12th such attack in a week.

Briefing officers in Saigon
said there was no immediate
report on casualties in the
renewed fighting in the cen-
tral highlands between Ple-
ime and the Cambodian bor-
der 220 miles north of the cap-
ital.

Closer to Saigon, troops of
the U.S. 1st Infantry Division
hurled back a Vietcong at.
tack on the edge of the Com-
munist-infested Zone D. A
Division spokesman said 40
Vietcong guerrillas were kill.
ed and U.S. casualties were
light. Ten American vehicles
were damaged.

The infantry division troeps
came under attack while on
a road convoy €0 miles north
of Saigon. Briefing offlcers
did not describe the attack
as an ambush, saying the

. VIETNAM—From Page Al

guerrillas opened fire from
considerable distances with
mortars and automatic weap
ons.

During the clash, U.S. Airj;
Force fighter-bombers de

The :Benawed1 flghtinghin
the Iadrang Valley tock place $
only a few miles from where ﬂ:’e"' figemmme!:?&g];lemmﬂ:
a Vietnamese paratroop task Vietnamese regulars in the
force battled with the Com- ladrang Valle: ek &
unists Saturday night. The! “oroné v go
ah enment forces s8ld they"m* it suffered perhaps the
B ed 180 Nosih Vietnamese: neaviest casualties of any
and suffered light casualties SEle unit in the fighting
“Your country is proud a;
would raise to 1852 You. The 1st Cavalry is prou
m?"ﬁum‘é‘f o§ Communists of you,” Brig. Gen. John M.
killed by Americans and Wright told the weary troop.
South Vietnamese In the cen- rS- "You met tough, profes.
tral highlands stce the Com-!sional, capable enemy troops
munists attacked the Special -3d you gave them a mauling
Forces camp at Pleime last|they will never forget”
month. g ‘gst:ug\ V;gtnam’svch'[;;ﬁ of
alry's , Gen, Nguyen Van Thieu,
zfﬁ:ﬁ’:ng: ?,'f ,}.,? ftgvlagi‘!told a cadet graduating class
at Dalat that the steppedup

camp at Ankhe, where they fighting in the central high-

received a cheering welcome

from other troops in the divi- RISt drive to split South

Vietnam, United Press Inter-
national reported. He said he
did not think there were
enough American troops in
Vietnam compared to Com-
munist forces, U.S, troops now
number 165,700.]

In other developments:

@ A small force of Vietcong
guerrillas lobbed about 20
mortar shells onto the Soct
rang airtield 85 miles south-
east of' Saigon, according to
la US. military spokesman.
Light damage to helicopters
was ri X

© Vieteong guerrillas Satur-
day attacked and overran a
small government ougpost
.defended by a of
Igovernment troops 20 miles
:west-southwest of Quangngai
(City, a U.S. spokesman spid at
Danang.

i ®Radio Hanoi claimed
|North Vietnamese gunners
downed a U.S. plane over the
|important port city of Hai-
]!phong. Hanoi™seid it wes one

See VIETNAM, All, Col. 4,

“of nine U.S. planes shot down

lands might presage a Com-|

Gls, Hanoi Troops

i ri & Resume Struggle

over North Vielnam Jlast
Wednesday and Thursday. U5,
planes have not peen reported
by U.S. officials 10 have at-
tacked Haiphong or Hanol in
the strikes that began against,
the north in February. i

® The official North Viet-
namese newspaper Nhan Dan!
accused Thalland of sending’
troops into Laos and permit-'
ting U.8. planes hased in Thai-'
land to bomb North Vietnam'®
as well as Communist sections!
of Laos, it was reported. The'
paper also charged that Thai
troops had entered Cambodia,
killing two Cambodian soldiers
and a chiid.

®A Hanol hroadcast
scotched a Saigon report
that Gen. Vo Nguyen Giap had:
heen replaced as North Viet'
nar's Defense Minister.
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Total U. S. Dead Reaches 1335

240 YanksDiein Week
of Bloody Viet Battles

SAIGON, Nov. 24 WUPP —
Communist troops killed 240
American servicemen and
wounded 470 others last week, a
US. military spokesman
reported loday. The record
losses reflected the hitter
fighting In the Ia Drang Valley
where more than 2260 North
Vielnamess regulars were
killed.

Six Americans were reported
missing In actlon,

The U.S. combat deaths for
the week ending last Saturday
were just four short of the total
for the fouryear period
beginning In 1961 when the U.S.
began its major commitment to
the war effort.

TOPS KOREA AVERAGE

They ralsed the total
American dead since January,
1961, to 1335 and the wounded to
8131, according to the Pentago™.
The death toll for 1965 thru last
Saturday is 1091. Since 1962 the
Reds suffered 83,800 dead.

The death toll surpassed the
weekly average of 208
Americans killed during the
Korean War, Most of the losses
wera suffered by the 1st Alr
Cavalry Division in ‘the Ia
Drang fighting.

Despita the casualties, the Ta
Drang campaign was a major
victory. Briefing officers said
2262 communists were kiled by
actual body count and estimates
indicated as many as 4000
probably died.

Observers believe the number
of casualties would rise as more
Americans are thrown into
direct combat. The Army today
moved into Japan the first
elements of four full field
hospitals to handle any
increase.

SIEGE ENDS
In another combat zone,
communist forces today

withdrew their siege from the
district capital of Tuy An on the
coast of the South China Sea
and moved into the hills to the
north.

North Vielnamese regulars
were reported {ighting alongside
communist guerillas in the Tuy
An  battle. US. intelligence
sources said some of the Reds
killed in the three-day battle

were wearing khaki uniforms
and brown leather belts with 2
star on the buckle — an insignia
which generally ldentifles the
North Vielnamese regular.

The regimental force of
communists attacked the town
Monday and overran five
outposts, At least one regional
force company guarding &
bridge was badly mauled.

The communists moved south

h

and tried to set up by
positions to catch relief forces.
But the enemy failed tlo
capitalize on the ambush.

A relief column headed by 11
armored personnel carriers set
out from Toy Hoa 17 miles to
the south and moved swiftly up
National Highway One. It
smashed directly into the Viet

Cong walking down the road on §

both sides.

‘Four of the personnel carriers
reportedly were destroyed and
two damaged, The column
managed to withdraw about two
miles-down the road and set up
a defense perimeter. The
column reportedly was relieved
today.

~-UPY Teleahakt

Lt, Marm flells how he stormed an ememy machine gun buuker
in Viet Nam and wiped out 18 Reds.

'LITTLE I.-IEUTENANT' DID BIG JOB

Machine Gan Was in Marm's Way

VALLEY FORGE, Pa., Nov.
24 {UPD — Second Lt. Jog Marm,
24, nominated for the Medal of
Honor for storming a machine
gun bunker in Viet Nam, says
he did it because "they seemed
to be holding everyone up.”  ~

Lt Marm, a Washington, Pa.,

resident only eight months out
of OCS, calmly related how he
charged the bunker in [a Drang
valley and killed 18 Viet Cong
because “I wouldn't ask my
men to do anything I wouldn't
do."

The Lieutenant, shot in the
jaw and neck during the battle
last week. was translerred to
the Valley Forge General
Hospital here and held a joyful
reunion with hils  parenis
yesterday.

Speaking with some difficulty
because his jaw is wired, he
said his plateon was on ils way
to rescue another group when
they were held up by firing
from the enemy bunker.

Lt Marm said attempts to
dislodge the Reds were
unsuccessful and he sald to

- himself: "I may as well go up

and do it myself.”

He told the story like a man
simply explaining the job he s
supposed to do. First, he fired

a grenada lsuncher at the
bunker.

Then he look two

and an M-18 rifle “I told

everybody o hold thelr fire and
I went ahead up to the bunker."

“I pulled the pin of the
grenade and just lobbed it over.
After it went off I went around
the left, saw some movement
and fired, I fired six times but
didn't know then how many
thera were. They told me thers
were 18 but I didn’t know,

Lt. Marm said he turned
around and told the rest of the

two companies behind him to
"'come on. It was gelting late."

1t was then that he was hit by
& communist bullet that struck
his jaw, shattered it and passed
out thru his neck. B

Lt. Marm, praised in
dispatches from Viet Nam as
the “Little Lieutenant,” made
his way back to medical treat-

If he receives the Medal of
Honor, he would be the second
50 honored In Viet Nam. Capt.
Roger Donlon won the medal in
the defense of Nam Dong on
July 8, 1954,

Lt. Marm'’s father, Walter, a
state police sergeant, said he
was "overwhelmed' and
thankful “to the grace of God

ment. that he's living."

Out of the. Valley of Death

PLEIKU, South Viel Nam, Nov. 24 — A U.8, soldier, who played
dead, was rescued loday by a helicopter after hiding from North
Vietnamese troops for seven days in the Ia Drang Valley jungle.

Pfe. Tohey Braveboy, a Ist Cavalry Division trooper from South
Carolina, was wounded in the bilter fighting, He signaled ihe
helicopler by waving his T-shict. Alter an operation, doctors said
he was in amazingly good condilion.

While playing dead on the battlefield, the soldier was splattered
by blood when Reds decapitaled a trooper lying next to him. Later,
his own life was spared by a young communist soldier who ralsed
his rifle and then lowered ii and walked away when Ple. Braveboy
motioned to him.




Reds Fade Awa

SAIGON, Viet Nam, Jan. 10
I'Pl—Viet Cong troops, aban-
doning their instalations and
melting info the jungles, today
evaded two major American
offensives aimed at trapping
and destroyingcommunist
forces in their strongholds.

On one sector in the central
highlands, 150 miles northwest
of Saigon. United States 1st air
cavalry lroops sweeping along
the Cambodian bopder seem-
ingly dared North Vietnamese
troops to fire across the fron-
tier at them. But the Commu-
nists did not meet Lhe challenge.

Farther south, about 25 miles
from Saigon, 8,000 American
paratroopers and infantrymen
continued their {rap-and-des-

_lroy operation against the Viet
Cong in ;2315.\" Iron Triangle.in
Ho Bo wi 3 l

22 Viet Zcmtg &ﬁg S
However, all save a relative

. handful of Viet Cong apparently

escaped. A spokesman said 22
Viet Cong were killed in the
action since Saturday, with the
Communists keeping one jump
ahead of the allied force that
alse included Australian troops.
" Bul on a third sector, near

the coast in the central hlgh-}
lands, the Viet Cong failed to|
escape a crack South Korean:
. division, and suffered severe!
lesses. % !

Solth Korean military spokes- |
men said the 1st Brigade of the!
South Korean Tiger division!
trapped an estimated regiment
of Viet Cong troops, killing 185
of them by body count and cap-
turing 609 others. Many other
Communisls were believed.
killed ‘and their bodies ecarried |
away by their comrades. !

In Supply Dump Area !

The fighting, bitterest of the
war for the Koreans, was in a
supply dump area about 10
miles north of Quinhon, 350
miles north of Saigon and three
miles inland from the South
China sea.

The South Korean troops, air-
lifted to the ballle area by
American helicoplers, charged
thru waist-deep flooded rice;
fields, and smashed four com-
munisi companies.

A spokesman said there was-
bitter, hand-fo-hand fighting as
the Viet Cong fought back des-'
perately from trenches and!
bunkers, Most of the ceznmu-|
nists were killed by small
arms, rifles, and grenades.

*Qctasionai Tontact

The Operation Matador by
‘United - States .ait eavalry’
Lreaps in-the central highlands:
aloig the Cambodian: frontier
started six davs age, but for
security reasons was disclosed
anly teday. The cavalry men
said they had encountered only
sporadic contaclt with the Com-
munists.

At one point, il was disclosed.
the American troops sighted
many communist troops across
the.Se San river border with
Cambodia aboul 25 miles west
of Pleiku

Force of 8,000 Gis

Rips Up Cong Forts

Saigon, Jan. 10 (AP)—The largest U. S. fighting force of the Vietnamese war de
molished a honeycomb of Viet Cong fortifications on the edge of the Iron Triangle 25
miles northwest of Saigon today, but the Communists ducked the knockout punch.*

Most of the guerrillas kept"‘
away from the U. S. and Aus-
tralian tranps as they sorched
the Communist stronghold on

the third day of Cperation
Crimp. ;
Australans  operating  with |

the 15t Infantry Division and the |
13d Airhorne Brigade uncovered |
a big weapons cache left by the

fleeing  Communists. The haul

fncluded 47 weapons. five of
them ertav-<ize, 111 grenades, |
15,000 reunds of small-arms am-
munitinn, 38 heavy-mortar

rounds. 100 pounds of dynamite,

0 tons of viee and a large store
of medical supplies..
Force Haits al River

Although the 8600-man allied
foree pushed to the Saigon Riv-
er boundary of the Iroen Tri-
anale, it did nol cros the river
and try to sweep- the triangle
itself, i

U 8. military spokesmen re-
ported only light contact with
the enemy, a regiment-size force
thought to be holed up In the
12 square miles of jungle and
marshland.

The spokesman reported 22
Viet Cong killed, 38 captured
and 269 suspects, mosily women
and children, delained. Allied
caslallies were light, they said.
Bed Best Area Raided

About 240 mlles north of Sal-
:gon, U. 8. 1st Cavalry Dilvision
| troops swooped down on a Com-
munist rest area 40 miles west
of Pleiku and destroyed four
abandoned camps, U, 8. military
authorities disclosed. The opera-
tion began six days ago, and the
troopers moved fo tvithin 100
feet of the Cambodian border
without running into opposition.

_The air war in the South con-
‘tinued unabated with 281 strike
missioins against Viet Cong tar-
gets. Four U. 8. planes were lost
in the past 24 hours,

Mazine Jet Crashes

A Marine F4B Phantom jet
crastied 15 miles southwest of
Da Nang because of undeter-
mined causes, The two erewmen,

one wounded, were picked up by
helicopter.

* fuel burned last hight after land-
ing at Tay Ninh, 55 miles north-
west of Saigon. The erew es

caped.
Another eargo plane, 8 C-130
i hed while landi

¥
on & mall run yesterday to An
Khe, 260 mlles northeast of Sal
gon. The crewmet were unin-
juved and the mail was saved.
A single-seat Alr Force plane
icrashed fGve miles north of
Saigon. As a helicopter llfted
out the pilot by his gun belt,
the beli broke and he plunged

A C123 transport catvying!

into a river.

U.S. Tells
Chicag thme
antﬁgt
With Hapoi
19 JAN 166
WASHINGTON (AP)—
‘The White Homse mid
Monday there has been
direct cobtuct with Hanal
on the Vietnamess elius.

tion. Tivera was no elaborer
tlon.

SATGON (AP)—The largest
U.S. fighting force of the Viet-
namesz war demolished a-hon-
eycomb of Viet Cong fortifica-
tions on the edge of the Iron
Triangle 25 miles northwest of
Saigon Monday, but the Com-.
munists- docked the knockout.
punch.

Most of the guerrillas kept
away from the U.S, and Aus-

*  tralian troeps as they scorchied

.+ the Communtsi stronghold on
the third day of Operation
Crimp. N

Australians  operating- with
the 1st Infantry Division and
the 173d Airborne Brigade un-
covered a big weapons cache
left by the fleeing Communists,
The haul Included 47 weapons,
(5 of them crewsize) 114, gre-
nades, 15,000 rounds of small-
arms ammunition, 58 heavy
mortar rounds, 100 pounds of
dynamite, 20 tons of riceand a
large store of medical supplies.

THERE were more than 8,-
000 men in the siiied force, but
U.S. military spokesmien re-
ported only light cantact.with
the enemy, a regiment.sized
foree thought to be holed up in
the 12 square miles of jungle
and marshland. -

The spokesman reported 22
Viel Cong killed, 38 captured
and 269 suspects, mostly
women and children, detained.
Allied casuallies were Hghi,
they said.

About 240 miles north of
Saigon, U.S. 1st Cavalry (Air
Mobile) Division troops
swooped down on a Commu-
nist rest area 40 miles west of
Pleiku and destroyed four
abandoned camps, U.S. military
authorities disclpsed.

ELSEWHERE on the
ground, U.S. spokesmen re-
ported few comacts With the
enemy. But the air war in the §
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Development plan .

Viet town buoyed

By Takashi Oka
Special correspondent of
The Christian Scignce Monitor

Ankhe, Vietnam

A blueprint of hope superimposed on-s
raw and ugly present - that is the pictire
of Ankhe, which unexpectedly welcomed 20,
000 American soldiers of the 1ist Cavalry
Divigion three months ago.

Once a sleepy village 50 ‘miles west ot
Quinhon on the road to the central highs
lands, Ankhe today Is an Agian. version of
the Western frontler town, Bars, restadrants,

and leundries flung together from palm
leaves and fattened cans march from one

* end to the other of the eingle main street.

Names such as San Francisco, Hawall, and
Melody coax the bomesick GI on Hberty to
enrich the local economy. >

‘This tawdry, yet somehow pathetic, row
of hovels and shacks is by no means all
there is to the Ankhe story. Vigtnamese and.
-American military and civilian officials have
put their heads together ahd have come up
with a development plan that could turn the
town end surrounding countryside into one
of the tidiest, most prosperous corners of
South Vietnam.

Basic to the'plan is the security pro-
vided by the stationing of the 1st Cavalry
Division, The division, equipped with
heavy-duty Chinook helicoplers, can fight
all over the highlands at a moment’s no-

- tice. But Ankhe is home base, and daily

patrols scour the fertile valley surrounding
it in search of Viet Cong infiltrators.
Suicide squads still could probably pene.
trate the tent city housing the division in
flelds where Communists boldly trained their
guerrilla youth not long ago, 3
But as a sense of safety returns tp the

villages, peasants who once sought refuge

in Ankhe town are going back to their homes
in the valley, American and Vietnamese
agricultural experte say that the whole re-
: could become the “Jowa of Vietnam"
rich with pigs and cattle,

‘They have mapped out & plan to resetfle
0,000 refugee familles from the coastal
plains in Ankhe Valley, The valley, they es:
timate, has 100,000 acres df arable land, only
about 2,500 of which now are being farmed,
Excluding urban and military land, there

will be about 63,000 acres available fop
agriculture.

The refugees, most of whom are lowland-
ers who know only how to plant rive, will
have to be taught how to grow upland crops
for cash and fodder. One hundred hamlet
agriculture leaders are to be trained in new
techniques, which will give villagers far
higher income than they could expect from
rice. -

Farmers will be supplied with fertilizer,
pesticides, seeds, and smal] lools sufficient
to work 80,000 acres during the next three
Aears. By the end of the period it is expected
they will be self-sufficient. - .

As for Ankhe ltgelf, the tin shacks clus-
{ering around the potholed entrance to the
1st Cavalry Division will be swept eway, and'
& new city, divided into four neighborhoods,
each with Hts own market &nd Schoal, will
tome into being south of the present town
‘There will be an amusement center catering
1o American troops, but city planners hope
to locute 1f at the horthern end of the new
town. ’

‘The 1st Cavalry provides jobs directly for
about 2,500 Yietmamese. There is already &
severe shortage of carpenters, plumbers,:
and other skilled workers. Small-scale ins
dustry also gete a boost from the American
presence. 2
. As Korean and Japanese postwar experd~
ences Have proved, the tiny bieycle shops
and outdoor repair stands of today evéntu-
2lly graduate into more sophisticated es-
fablishments using lathes, drills, and
presses. 2

Civic-action officers of the Ist Cavalry
are eagerly exploring possibilities for
future development. They are already par-
ticipaling actively in the usual good works
—helping orphanages, rebuilding and “ex-
panding dispensaries, and spreading better
concepts of health among villagers,

These are full-time fghting “men- who
have been battle tested in severe jungle en-
counters with a fanatic Communist foe. But
they talk of pigpens and rabbit hutches al-
most as enthusiastically as-they do abeut
Communist weaponry.

Ankhe i& a natural market town, for it
stands at the eastern edge of the highlands,
overlooking the pass that leads down into
coastal plains of Binh Dinh, The pass is
strategically vital, and that 15 what brought
the 1st Cavalry here in the Iist place,

Crimp dated back 16 the

An American helicopter flew 2000 North Vietnamese in a

up and down the river in full
view of the Communists without ce.z!l_y viclory abiovt livo micihe

drawing their fire. The river is An annourcement diselosing

Fr gﬁtabuul 55 yards wide at Fh‘“ the Ist cavalry sweep said the

Americans had captured eight

Wait In Brush Viet Cong suspects and 2,500

American air calvarymen pounds of rice. They also found

waited in the underbrush on the {wo Viet Cong rest camps, one %

South Viet Nam side. of the of regimental size and the oth-
border, ready to cut loose with er of battalion size.

Sowth continued unabated with
281 strike missions against Viel
Cong targets by Air Force and
carrier planes, Four U.S, planes
were lost in the last 24 hours.
A Marine F4B Phantom jet
crashed 15 miles southwest of
1Pa Nang: The reason was un-
known. The 1wo crewmen
-bailed out and were picked up

mortars and automatic rifles if = +ajgq.

the Communists fired. But the m‘;l;.in;niu[v:f:dh‘::; Iqomf?:
Communists just stared up 8t holes, and small amounts of
the American copter, then | ammunition, medicines, and a
turned and walked back into’ mine field," the announcement
the forest. i, said,

Officers of the American op-; It said thal during Lhe opera-
eration understand that they 'tion about 50 families living |
were authorized to fire back if | under Viel control, and
the Communists fire on them | who wanted to leave the area, .
first from the other side of .were relocsted in ancther area [
the border. under Vietnamese government

Operation Malador is being!| control.
carried out aboul 20 lo 15 miles:. Intelligence officers with the
vorth of Chu Pong muountain ; Ist cavalry said the many well-
and Ta Drang valley where the | used trails, supply areas and -
1st cavalry killed an estimated bivouac areas in the dense jun-

China
Sec

100 MILES
=

1AP Wirtphotol

by Relicopter. One man was
wounded .

A C-123 transport carrying
fuel caught fire Sundav night
after landing at Tav Ninh. 3§
miles northwest of Saigon. The
blaze started while the plane
wils 1axiing to the parking ramp.
The crew escaped unhurt bul
the plane was destroyed.

gle provided large scale in-: Figures denote sites of ma-

filiration routes across the| jor war activity in South Viet

Cambodian bordet.

| Nam yesterday.

ANOTHER cargo plane, 3

C-130 Hercules, crashed while
landing cn a mail run Sunday
o An Khe, 260 miles north-
cast of Saigon. The crewmen
were uninjured and the sol-
diers’ mail was saved. A single-
seat Alr Force plans crashed
fivé;miles north of Saigon. ‘As
a hdjleopm Jifted out the pilot
by. HJs gun bels, 1t broke and
he plilhged inte a river. Appar-
ently fie wes killed.

The jsuspension of bombing
raids off the Communist North
continued into the 18th day.

Some of the twnnels and |

caves blasied by the U.S. and

" Australlsy troops in Operation

French Indochina fighting.

Although the huge- allied
force pushed to the Saigon
River boundary of the Com-
munist Iron Trisngfé redoubr,
it did not cross the river and
attempt to sweep the Triangle
irself.




Viet Reds Flee GI Mopup Drive

south. Air Force and Navy jets
flew 281 sorties against Viet
Communist targets in the Congtargets Monday.

SAIGON (AP) — Large
.orces of disappointed U.S.
troops mopped up Tuesday in
jwo hig Viet Cong hideouts
northwest of Saigon and in the
central highlands near the
Cambodian frontier after the
bulk of guerrillas once more
hud escaped into the jungles.

IFor LS. officers the opera-
ton by more thun 8.000 Amer-

Soldiers of the 1st Infantry
Division killed six more guer-
rillas in a 20-minute gun battle
when the Reds tried to protect
a large tunnel containing 15
bales of cotton and six tons of
rice.

While U.S. troops cxplored
a maze of tunnels underneath
more than 100 houses in the
area, soldiers of the Royal
Australian Regiment reported

eans and Australians 35 miles
from the capial was purlicu-
larly annoying. Although they
raised the Viet Cong death toli
to 84 and caplured 38 in the
four days of Operation Crimp,

killing threc Viet Cong in smail
actions in the afternoon and
finding five more hodies.

A U.S. spokesman reporied
“only light. sporadic contact in
the whole battle area” by

they had hoped for far betier
results from the biggest Ameri-
can offensive of the war.

Their goal was to snare a
Communist regiment on the
cdge of the Iron Triangle, an
old guerrilla redoubt that has
been Communist territory since
the davs of the French war in
indo- China. Bt only rear-
guard elements put up a fight

Tuesday night.

EQUALLY frustrating was
an eight-day search for guer-
rillas by the U.S. 1st Cavalry
(Air Mobile) Division in the

central highlands on the Cam-’

bodiun frontier, not far from
the 1a Drang Valley where the
Flying Horsemen battled it out
with North Vietnamese regu-
lurs Jast November.

CHICAGO DALY NEWS, Tue

Jan, 11, 1966

“quilt of khaki and black uni-
forms flee across the Tongle
San River. the border with
Cambodia 40 miles west of
Pleiku. A big cooking kettle
still simmered. A Viet Cong
brigadier general left behind a
small satchel with a single star
pinned to it and his toothbrush
and paste inside.

Operation Ripping Muslang
hrought the Ist Cavalrvmen
within 100 feet ol the Cam-
bodian border, and some heli-
coplers swooped down on the
river (o sink a Communist sam-
pan. Heretdfore, the American
troops weré under orders to
keep at least three miles from
the border lo avoid charges
from Cambodia of terriroty vi-
olation. In inost areas, the bor-
der is poorly defined in the
thick forests.

Only light contact with the
enemy was reported Tuesday.

THE MORATORIUM on
bombing North Viet Nam went

into the 19th day. but US.
planes gave no breather lo

vy

Fing,N. Viet Anti-Aircraft Unit in

Yanks 'Capture 3 MRS. KENNEDY,

N 3

P
areas, marines sent out 100 pa- was revised m 1
trols 2nd killed two Viet Cong. ; South Korean mititphy, Wins-
The lenthernecks captured 388 men. b

Soldiers of
Battalion

SAIGON, Viet Nam, Jan. 11
UPl—American {roops sweeping
the Cambodian border area
have discovered evidence that
@ North Vietnamese ant-
lgireraft battalion with an

along the Ho Chi Minh trall, it
was disclosed today.

A military an sald
that information of the battal-
ion, known as the H-13 anti-
aireraft unit, was obtained from

has | Jessons for the children, it was

CHILDREN PLAN
SWISS RESPITE

GSTAAD, Switzerland, Jan.
11 UPI—Mrs. John F. Kennedy
and Caroline and John will ar-
rive here Friday for a skiing
vacation mixed with French

ennouncad today.

The United States mission in
Geneva said Mrs. Kennedy will
fly to Geneva from New York
on Friday, and either will make

pounds of TNT, 45 pounds of C-4
explosives and destroyed nu-
merous Viet Cong trenches,
tunpels, and foxholes.

Koreans operating in the area
west of Qui Nhon along the
northeastern coastal area re-

In the air over Souths Wik
Nam, United States pilots Taw
325 combat missions against
Viet Cong targets, They repori-
ed 212 enemy structures de-
stroyed, 177 others damagéd,
and 11 sampans sunk. -

The lull in the American 8.
strikes against North Viet -
went into its 1%th day,
last air raid on the communiss,
north- was made just before
Christmas eve.

ported they killed 28 Viet Cong
in separate small unit actions
before winding up a two-day
operation. The Viet Cong death
toll from the Eorean operation

I THE WASHINGTON POST  Tuesday, Jo 10,1966 4 g

This time the C
hurriedly pulled out, abandon-
ing four rest camps capable of
accommodating
nltas. The
siroyed the camps.

while the main "enemy force
vanished.

PARATROOPERS of fhe
173d Airborne Brigade took on
one guerrilla band in a brisk
fight Monday and killed 29
Communists, U.S. spokesmen
reported. Sixtesn more bodies
were found after an air attack.

qu-o'rvietr;ﬂrn()ff;mves
Fail 1'0‘ Catch Up With Foee

-~
Saigon, Viélnam, Jan. 1L ih—|namese regulars who have  infil-
Two major United Stales drives|trat~d into the South.
and separale operalions by Viel-| A furious barrage of heavy 120
namese froops failed loday to|mm. morlars Qrought down by
flush the Viet Cong from the jun-/North Vietnamese regulars hit a
gles. Only light contacl was re. company of the United States 1st
porled. . \Division on (he edge of the Viet
Saignn awailedl the arrival from Cong lron  Trangle 25 miles
Australia fomorrow of W. Avercllmorthwest of Saigon, but caused
Harriman, presidential envoy. only light casualties. -
There was speculation he may be| Oceasional brushes with rear
carrying new instructions o Unit-lg';’ae:‘:fin;" (‘lr';;' d?)\::;sgm;: l':
o St Abiatot By £8b il Wit Cio fosses, lo 84 dead
Reds Fire Morlar Barrage  jlhis was far fram what (he allies
Hosrinas bas becs !nuringlhad hnped for in this biggest Unit-

world capitals sounding oul opin-ied Slj'l:;l::: :_L::: Iw;:lvﬁ

“ion on negoliatinns that wnuld; Pirat £ the 17 Ai
bri i | Paratroopers of the 173d Air-
i e o, S Vi, e e ot Do
Noith Vietnam or Red China of 20, the Royal Auslialians make
J;n\' willingness to talk. jUB AN TG man foese o e e
|
a Commwnis! let-up on the ballle-:
lields, despile the elusiveness of The
; Lhe Viet Cong apd the Norlh Viel., (Contisiued, Page A, Colum 4§)
100 houses: all with conpecting
tunnels, a trench system, 33 bi-

Nor is there any similar sign oftday and f{ound 16 more bodies aft-

cycles angd,7 sampans on the Sai-|
gon River. The tunnels were
being blown. up.

Equally frusirating was a sev-
en-dy sea.ch by the United
States 1st Cavaley Division on the
Cambodian border west of Pleiku
and 240 miles north of Saigon.

While destroying Viel Cong fest
camps, the Cavalrymen captured
only eight men, some of them|
members of the 32d and 66lh
North Vietnamese regular re-
.giments press dispatches said.

Salgen Troops Coutact Foe

A Vietnamese baltalion report-
ed the only sizable contact wilh
the Viel Cong. claiming 30 were,
killed in a skirmish near Thanh
Tan, 85 miles south of Saigon,

Another Vietnamese battalion

3000 guer- |
cavalrymen de-|

AS THE Americans crashed
into one campsite, they saw a
squad of armed men in-a patch 1

‘ation, killed 29. Viet Cong vesler-|.

er an air atlack. 1
soldiers found more than;

i
|

jand 38 caplured in 4 days. Bul,

n Offensives

| Up With Foe

gon. The Vietnamese expecled lo
catch a large number of Viet

Cong bul encountered only a small
.:Emd They reporled killing
ree.

The air lull against North Viet-
nam completed ils nineteenth day,
but United States planes pounded
largets in the South.
Harrl: an To See. Ky

A United Stales spokesman de-
clined to speculale on Harriman’s
mission to Saigon excepl to say it
was unlikely he was coming for
mere handshaking purposes. Har-'
riman will meet with Premier
Nguyen Cao Ky. :

Harriman said in Canberra M}
though North Vietnam was think-
ing over ils position following an
encouraging world-wide response
lo President Johnson's peace of-!
fensive. He said only “'a very noi-

palled the siring on an almsot,
emply bag northeast of Hong,
Ngu, 115 miles northwest of Sai-1

sy minority,” including Chi-
na, opposed Mr. Johnson's drive
for peace,

Sink Into Hole .
The téchnique used by the|j
:North Vietnamese with their

' weapons is to dig a 20-foot hole,
about 6 feet wide and 6 or 7

Once the attacking jets have
finished their strafing or bomb-
ing runs, the guns are hauled
back to the surface and set up
to wait for copters bringing in
troops after softening up strikes,
Several such deep anti-aircraft
emplacement holes have been
found in the area.

The prisoners said their unit
had 12.7 m.m. machine guns—
the communist Chinese version
of the American .50 caliber
weapons, Communist forces
previously had shot down sev-
eral American planes with cap-
tured American .50 caliber ma:
chine guns during the battle for
the United States special forces
camp at Plei Me late last year.

Forced to Climb Rope

Three Vietnamese prisoners them.

were captured by 1st air cav-! Send Out Patrols

alrymen who were dropped by, i
s in7a Bocder afes eafly In the Chu Lai and Da Nang

than negotiate,
spoke with reporters

four-day inspection tour
He noted Presi

J

Many Red Troops
Seen in Cambodia

| j By the Americans

! From NewsDlrostches

SAIGON, Jan. 10 — US.
First Cavalry troops sweeping
along the Cambodian border
in the central highlands of
Vietnam appeared to dare en-
emy Lreops on the other side
of the border to shoot at them
today, but drew no fire.
At one point in the sweep,
named Operation Matador,
US. troops spotted many
Communist Lroops across the
Sesan River border about 25
Tniles west of Pleiku, United
Press Internatienal reported.
Matador was one of three
-major hunts for Vieteong for-
<ces under way in South Viet-
nam. The Vielcong reportedly
i suffered heavy losses when a
.|crack South Korean division
i-trapped a Vietcong regiment
‘about 6 miles narth of Quin-
hon.

In the third operation,:
| Operation Crimp, about 8000}
IU.S. soldiers with Australian
i units coatinued their push to-
* ward the Vietcong Irea Trian-
: gle stranghold 25 miles north-
" west of Saigon, but all save a
thandful of the Vietcong ap-

closed until today for securily
|reasons. The troaps reported
no Vietcong had been killed
50 far on the sweep and only
sporadic conlact had ben
made with enemy iroops.
! Intelligence officers with
Cavalrymen said - that
many well-used irails, supply

areas and bivousc aress had
been found that provided
“large - scale" infiltration

routes across the Cambodian
border, UPI reported.

U.S. officers expressed dis-
appointment over the results
of the huge Operation Crimp
probe, which reached the Sai-
gon River boundary of the
Iron Triangle stronghold, but
did not cross into the triangle.
They had hoped to trap a regi-
ment of Vietcong, but be-
lieve that they only brushed
with a rear guard. They re-
ported that 22 Vielcong had
been killed and 38 captured in,
the operation, i
Although they did not meet
sighificant enemy [orces the
Allied troops uncovered and

peared te have escaped the
noose the allies attempted to

today. Three others were killed
in a brief clash.

Within 20 minutes after the:
cavalrymen landed, they forced '
their three captives to climb up
a 40-foot rope ladder to the cop- |
ter hovering above the trees in'

« the darkness,

In another operation to the
south, American and Australian
troops were disclosed to have

.killed 62 Viet Cong with the,
help of artillery and air strikes |
,in an area 25 miles from Sai-!

‘Dll: was the most Communists
killed in the area since 8,000
.American troops, accompanied
by Australians, began their
_sweep thru a heavily wooded
| zone on the fringes of the Viet
Cong’s Iron Triangle strong-
bold.

Clash &t Dusk

A battalion-sized force of the.
United States 173d airborme
brigade killed 29 Viet Cong in:
one clash shortly before dark
yesterday about 25 miles north-
east of the capital. Earlier in
the day another paratroop ele-
ment reported killing 16 com-|
munist guerrillas in a series of
skirmishes.

Fourteen other Viet Cong
were killed in the area today
in separate actions, six of them:
by United Slates 1st infantry
division troops who are par-.
ticipating in the massive Opera- |
tion Crimp along with the para-:
troopers. o
A 1st infantry unit seized'

draw around them. :

Martin Stuart-Fox of UPI:
said he watched a US. heli-
copter fly up and down the:
river border with Cambedia in

destroyed a Vietcong tunmel
network and seized a2 huge
cache of food and weapons.
In their lirst major engage-
ment since arriving In- Viet-
nam last October, t¥o batta-
lions of Korea's celebrated Ti-

full view of the enemy. Air ger Division met and deleated
Cavalrymen waited in the un- an estimated two companies

. derbrush on the South Viet- of Vietcong in a bitter day-

nam side of the border ready,long fire fight Sunday about
to open up with mortars and six miles north of the U.S.
automatic rifles if the enemy base al Quinhon.
fired first, but the cnemyi The Koreans claim 184 Viet-
' troops just stared up at the cong dead and 97 taken priso-
helicopter and then turned!ner. Their own losses, by
and walked back into the Korean estimate, were light.
forest. Today (Monday) on the bare
Officers of the Air Cavalry| earth.in front ol their astonish-
Torce understood that they|ingly neat and clean garri-
were suthorized to fireé back|Son, the ROK troop displayed
it the Communists fired|the booty of war: 42 rifles
across the horder at them,|(several of Soviet manufac-
Stuart-Fox reported. One offi- ture), a hall dozen machine-
cer said he understood that'guns. 52 hard grenades and
the permission included call- & variely of clothing, knives
ing for air strikes, Stuart-Fox and whal appeared to be tools
addes!. for weapons repair.
In Saigon. a spokesman for
Gen. William Westmoreland, |
commander of Allied forces in
Soutih Vietnam, denied thal
iie treavs had such author-,

" ization, UPL =aid |

Operation Matador started’
six days ago, but was not dis-
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IRebel AA
Unit Slips
Into . Viel

SAIGON, Jan. 11 (UPI).—
American Lroops operating
aloag the Cambodian border
have uncovered evidence
that a Communist North
Vietnamese anti- ajrcraft,
battalion hasinfiltraled the
South, a military spokes-
man disclosed today.

It was the first such evidence
of the war.

The spolesman sald the
Communist force, known as the
H-13 Antl-Alreraft Unit, was
equipped with 18 heavy guns
capable of shooling down
fighter planes and jel bombers.
The guns slse are effective
sgainst iroop-earrying helicop-
ters. Ty
Information on the battauon
came from thres North Viet-
namese regulars captured dur-
ing "Opération Matador” In
the central highlands west of
Plelku near the Cambodian
border, the spokesman sald.

A multi-battallon force from
the U. 8. Army’s 1st Cavalry
‘|Divislon Is involved In the
sweep.

The prisoners were quoted
#5 having said their battalion
wzs equipped with Chinese
C ist 50-caliber h
guns. It was the first battalion
to be positively identifled as
. {having moved down from North

Minh Trail intoe South Viet
Nam.

As {he disclosure was being
made, the U. §. moraterium on
bombing ralds against the Com-
munisi Norih wenl Into s 18th,
day.

62 CONG SLAIN

The U.S. cavalrymen have
been sweeping the area west of
Pleiku for the past six days
without significant contact with
the enemy.

Several times, American sol-
diers have spotted North Viet-
fmamese troops across the Sa
San River which forms the
border between Cambodia and

11 JAN 1366
14 208 68
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SAIGON, Jan, UPD
American  troops  operating
along the Cambodian border
have uncovered evidence thal a
e ist North Vi

anti-aircraft  battalion has

Infiltrated the South, a military

spokesman disclosed today. It

was the [irst such evidence of
the war.

The spokesman said the
communist force, known as the
H-13 Anti-Aircraft Unit, was
equipped with 18 heavy guns
capable of shooting down fighter
planes, jet bombers and troop-
carrying helicopters. y

The spokesman said the
Information on the anti-aircraft
battalion came from three
Narth _‘Vletnamese regulars

prured  during i
Matador

in the central
highlands west of Pleiku near

_the Cambodian border,

A mulll-battalion force from
the US. Army's Ist Cavalry
Division is involved in lhe
sweep,

The spokesman quoted the
prisoners as  saying  their
battalion was equipped with
Chinese Communist 50-caliber
machine guns. During the major
November battle around (he
Special Forces camp at Plel
Me, communist forces shot
down several American planes
with captured machine guns and
other weapons.

But the spokesman said the

" anti-aircraft battalion was the

first to be positively identified
as having moved: down from
North Viel Nam thru the Ho Chi
Minh Trail Into Bouth Viet Nam,

Tha communist techaique ls to
dig a 20 foot hole, agoul six feet
wide and six ar seven feet long.

First Such Evidence of War Ullc-overEd 11 JAN 1058

North Viet Anti-Aircraft Unit Infilirates South

and then rig & pulley apparatus
for the anti-aiveralt weapon.

During an air strike, the
communists drop the guns to
the bottom of the hole where
they are virtually impervious to
everything but a direct hit.
Once allied planes have [inished
thele strikes, the communists
haul the guns back up to the
surface and wait for the
lumbering helicopters to move
in. The slow-moving choppers
make a fairly easy targel.

AR MORATORIUM

The disclosure came as the
US, moratorium on bombing
raids against tha North went
Into its 18th day.

The US. Cavalrymea have
been

American soldiers hava spotied
North Vietnamese troaps across
the Sa San River which forms
the border belween Cambodia
and South Viel Nam,

At times the Americans have

.dared the communists to open

fire across the river, but no
fighting has resulted, i
In anather major aetion, 1.8,
and Australian troops involved
ig “Operation Crimp" northwest
of Saipan. killed 62 Viet Cong

- guerillas. ¥

The number killed was. (he

‘highest since the 173d Airborne

1 . elements of lhe Ist
infantry Division and the Royal
Australian Batlation moved inlo

the area west of —ths area. The operalion lo dale

Plelku for six days with litile
significant conlect with the

.snemy.-feverak. times,

has résulted in o lotal of 48
communists killed, 33 captured

-

SP 4 John Canfu of Dallas, Tex., irudges along
the Nam Sathay River on the Cambodian bor-
der. The operation marked the first time o
large American unit swept to that border.

TPY_ Badlephs!

Tiew Yook T
11. JAN 1968
YIETCONG ELUDING

Bouth Viet Nam,

2 ALLIED SWEEPS

Big Forces Find Few of Foe
—LKoreans Kill Nearly 200

The New York Times Jen, 11, 1068
U.S. and Australian troops
began destroying Vietcong
tunnels near Cuchl (1), A
.large ,American sweep was
under way near Cambodia
border (2). South Koreans |
madegainsnear Quinhon(3). ,

¢ the South Vietnamese country-

" mounced earlier because of a

By CHAERLES MOHR

Special 1o The New York Times
SAIGON, South Vietnam, Jan.
10—Thousands of Amtrican and
Australian troops have combed

side in two large-scale sweeps,
but have made little contact
twith the enemy. South Korean
troops, however, reported killing
almost 200 guerrillas,

A military spoktesman author-
ized publication of reports of an|
operation by troops of the
United Stales First Cavalry
Division ({Airmobile) near the
Cambodian border 190 miles
northeast of Saigon,

The operation, code-named
Matador, involves several bat-
talions and has been under way
for six days, It was not an-

rule that forbids news on oper-
ations before “significant con-
tact” with the enemy is re-
ported.

There was little contact, even
‘today, although the men of the
First Cavalry captured eight|
Vietcong and elght suspected of|
beirig Vietcong and came across!
two deserted guerrilla rest'
camps, one of regimental size
and one of battalion size.

In an even larger operation,
named Crimp, taking place 20
to 25 miles northwest of Saigon,
Australian and American troops|
discovered yesterday and today|
& vast guerrilla tunnel system
and pumped tear gas into it be-
fore using explosives to destroy|
parts of it. .

Only one guerrllla was re-
ported killed yesterday, bring-
ing the total for the vast
operation, employilng many
thousends of men, to 22 killed.

The First Regiment of the
South Korean Capital Division,
however, repo) a count of
185 bodies of Vietcong in a
search-and-destroy operation 12
miles northwest of Quinhon in
central Vietnam.

An unusually large number|

of suspects were taken into
custody yesterday and today.
The Koreans they had
detained 609 such persons and
269 were detained in Operaton
Cri near Saigon,
When picked up by non-Viet-
namese troops, the suspects are
eventually turned over to the
Vietnamese authorities for in-
terrpgation and sorting out.
Those found not to be affillated
with the Vietcong may be al-
lowed to return to their homes,
Usually such groups include
some women and children.

Two American aircraft were!
destroyed in South Vietnam.

A Marine Corps F-4B Phan-'
tom jet fighter crashed 15 miles'
southwest Danang. Both

crew m were rescued by
an Army helicopter.

Last night a two-engine C-123
Ajr Force trapsport plane burst
into flames after at
Ta; . The crew escaped safe-
ly but the plane, with a cargo
of fuel, was destroyed.

South Vietnamese frogmen
contimued to s?m:h the hulks
of two e junks, carrying
muggled%?etemﬁ;lmpom and
ammunition of iet manu-
facture, that were sunk yester-
day off the coast 30 miles
southeast of Saigon.

Ten persons, including an
American and a slaff,
officer of the Vietmamese Sev-
enth Divislon, were wounded by
a mine,

Results Small
EluM mlang

i

Wen'ﬁves

VIET NAM /

Frustrate Troops R d Ge
(SNGON, South Viet Nam ne
— Large forces of disap-
polnted u. ts; Iro]:&s mogeed Coatinued Frem. Page Al
today 0 et fAustralian Regim reported|
hideouts northwest of Saigon |kiHij :ﬁfmvﬂggm"gﬁ

For U. 8. officers the opera-

tion by more than 8,000 Ameri:

cans and Australians 35 miles

from the capital was particular

ly annoying. Alﬁ:mﬂx the
raised the Viet Cong death tuﬂ
to 84 and captured 38 in the four

days of Operation Crimp, they/highlands oo the
had hoped for far better resulis|frontier, not far from the fa

from the biggest American
offensive of the war,

Their goal was to snare 'a
Communist regiment on the
edge of the Iron Triangle, an
old guerrilla redoubt ¢that has

been Communist terrif since
the days of the French ;ndncu-lammmndnﬁns 3,000 guerrillas.

na war. But only rear-guard
elements put up a fight while
the main enemy force vanished.

Brisk Fight at One Place’

Paratroopers of the 17rd
Airborne Brigade took on one
guerrilla band in a brisk fight
yesterday and killed 29 Commu-
hists, U. 8. spokesmen reported.
Another 16 bodies were found
after an air attack.

Soldiers of the ist Infantr:
Division killed six more guerril-
las in a 20-minute gun battle
‘when the Reds tried to a

area, soldiers of the Royal
See VIET NAM, Page A%

s ) squad of
large tunnel containing 15 b‘i“;qum of

1 L
uv%hnent?.n%.mtfmps Sxplored a/f0rms flee across the Tongle
maze of tunnels erneath River, the border wil

more than 100 houses in the|C

ng

actlons in the aflernoon and
i ey

. 8. spokesman ed
4 light, o dic contact in
the whole sbhattle area” by
tonight. night.

B-Day Hunt Frusirates

Equally frusirating was an

eight-day search. for guerrillas
gﬁeﬂn U.S. 15t Cavalry, Airmo-

" Division in the central
Cam|

Drang Valley where the flying
horsemen battled it out with
North Vietnamese regulars lest|
November.

This time the Communists
hurriedly pulled out, abandoning
four rest camps capable of

The cavalry men; destroyed the

camps. . :
The operatidn netted eight
Communists captured. Some of
the captives were identified as
members of the 32nd and 66th
Vietnamese  regular
regiments. There also were
thet an antiaireraft
battalion with 18 Chinese ma-
chine guns bad been in the
area,

Hot Pursuit at Camp

As the Americans crashed
into one campsite, they saw a
armed men in a patch
khaki and black uni-

ambodia 40° miles west of|
Plelku. A big cooking kettle still
simmered. A Viet Cong briga-
dier geperal left behind a small
behel with a single star pinned

toothl and

-sal
to it and his
paste

Operation  Ripping
brought the' ist Cavalrymen
within 100 feet of the Cambodi-
an border, and some of the sl

Hot Pursuit Snares

ral's Satchel -

battalion commander, said’
secondary explosions erupled as
the boat sank.

Only light contact with
enemy was reported today.

South  Vietnamese  troops
fared little better in hunting the
Viet Cong. A battalion dropped
by helicopter on an area 10
miles northeast of Hong Ngu,
which is four miles from Cam- _
bodia, but failed to locate any
sizable enemy force. The 3rd
battalion of the Vietnamese 15th
infantry e to flush out
guerrilla bands in the operation.
Instead, it came upon only a

squad,

A Vietnamese spokesman said . .
three guerrillas were killed and
2 mortar and three Russian-
made rifles were captured.

30 Reds Killed | o

Hanei tardio charged that two!
Ancther Vietnamese battalior U.S. i attacked and
killed 30 Viet Cong and seizecsank a South Vietnamese ferry
eight weapons in a push 6:boat last-Saturday, killing more
miles south of Saigon near Tharthan 200 persons, Vietnamese
Tan, the spokesman said, sources inSaigen said this may
Dt‘her_\'iemmesetron}xwmhwe been an eéxaggeraled
continuing the hunt for 40faccount of an-attack by a U.S.
guerrillas who inflicted moder-helicopter on a civilian mator
ate losses on government col-boat in the Saigon River 60
umns early Monday east ofmiles northwest of Saigon last!
Xuan Loc, 40 miles east of Friday. Although the boat sank,!
Salgon, The troops were protect- there was mo report of casual-!
ing farmers preparing for the ties.
rice harvest. '
A dozen guerrillas opened fire Appeal lo Red Youth
last night on a guard tower two Ahother North Victnamese!
miles Southeast of the huge Nha broadeast carried an appeal by
Be fuel storage dump on the the Viet Cong's youth wing to|
outskirts of Saigon. The govern-siep up troublemaking for tho
ment forces beat off the attack- Americans in connection with
ers without casualties, a Viel-

nqgese military

said.

the 16th anniversary of the Viet
spokesman Nam students’ day and the Sth
anniversary of the Seuth Viel-
namese liberation  Students’
Union. It urged the students tn
*“drepen Lhe hatred for the U.S,
ag-ressors and their henchmen

U.S. Planes Busy

The moratorium on bombing
North Viet Nam went into the,
15th day, but U.S. planes gave and increase their determina-
no breather to Communist Lion to anninilate the encmy.”
targets in the south. Air Force In Saigon, South Korean
and Navy jets flew 231 sorties Deputy Premier Chang Key-
ngn‘in.vg Viet Cong targets young opened talks to expand

Cavalry's helicopters ped
down on the river to sink a
Communist sampan. Heretofore,
the American troops were under
orders to keep at least three
miles from the border to avoid
charges from Cambedia of
territory violation. In most
areas, the border is poorly
defined in the thick forests.
As a sergeant stood on the
river bank in a clearing, he
inted to caves on the Cam-
ian side and said: “I'll bet
Charlie (the Viet Ceng) is
watching us from over there.”
Al some spots the river is 50,
-feet wide.

Y. ; his country’s economic coopera-|
The Saigon Post said Viel tign with South Viel Nam,
namese intelligence sources| He also discussed with South
reported two Viet Cong ammu-|vi i inist
nition boats sunk by govern-
ment coastal patrols off Go
Cong Province Saturday night
may have taken their arms.
cargo from a foreign suip al

sea.

The boats were sunk as they
attempted to land at a beach on
the Cua Tieu River, 30 miles
south of Saigon. Government
teams recovered 167 Russian
rifles, a large store of small
arms and antitank ammunition:
and other military materiel, the'
Post said. !

-

s
Truong Thai Ton the possibility
of more technical assistance
from South Korea.

Sampan Sunk

The helicopters fired rockels;
and machine guns at a sampan
.camouflaged with vegetation in|
|the river, and Lt. Col. Kenneth|
‘Memﬂ of Eugene, Ore., thel

U.S. Adviser Injured

An American adviser and the
deputy chief of operations of the
Vielnamese 7th Division were
among 10 members of a field.
inspection team wounded by al
Viet Cong mine as it went to the
scene later,



From Cule Dipatches

BAIGON.
Cavairy Divison swesping the
chalral highlands west of
Pl drove to within 100
feat of the {smbodion berder
yesterday, destroying  four
Visk Cong cpmps, but falling

Gls Shage

JAN
jean troops had ventured so
close to Cambodia, which in
the past has accusel the U. S.
of violating Cambodian sov-
ereignty, On Jan, 5, Air Cay-
alry Division troops burned &
camp = mils from the border.

The operation, named Rip-
ping Mustang was launched
Saturday, but word of it was
first losed Be-

4o kalt any of the © st
who hastily retrested into
Cambod!a,

A pquad of armed men in
a motiey colicetion of khakl
and bisck uniforms Sed across
tbe Tongl® San . River—at
some polnts only 55 feet wide
| —inio Cambodia when the.

Areier suddenly shed
L 4 into thelr campalte. But there '
y war np puraly ints Cambodia.

It was the first time Amer-

sides destruction of the camps
only elght Viet Cong have
been captured and 2,500
pounds of rice selzed.
Similar disappointing re-
sults were again reported in
biggest operation by
American forces in the war—
g drive on the Communist
Iron Triangle stronghold 25
miles northwest of Salgon.
American afid Australian
troops pushed to the edge of
the Iron Triangle, blew up an

abandoned tunnel mnetwork
and seized & huge food snd
weapons cache. But so far
only 22 Viet Cong have been
killed and 38 captured. Ameri-
can officers had hoped to trap
2 Communist regiment,
However, the commander of
& South Korean division oper-
ating west of Qui Nhon, 265
miles northeast of Saigon,
said his troops last week end
scored thelr biggest victory of
the war, killing 135 Viet Cong
and capturing 800 suspects.
The operation west of
Plelku was being carrled out
about 20 t 035 miles narin of
Chu Pung Mountain and the
Ia Drang Valley, where the
1st .Cavalry killed an esti-

Cong to Cambodia Border

spot on the frontier well de-
fined by the river So sud-
denly did they appear in the
Viet Cong camps that, in ane
{nstance. a big clay cookhouse
stove was still warm,

Some of the huts in the
camps were up to 80 feet lons.
The four camps are capabie
of holding more than 3.000

troops.

Intelligence officers with
the Ist Cavaly sad the
many well-used trails, supply
areas and bivowac arcas i
the dense jungle provided
“laree  scale”  infiltration
routes across the Cambodian
berder.

P wwu——

mated 2,000 North Vietnamese |

In & costly victory in Novem-
her. The ares is about 190
miles northwest of Saigon.
In driving towerd the bor-
der,. the U. S. troops chose a

fAszociated Pross Radioloto)

a8 Allied Troops

{ITIGER DIVISION

1

: Wordd Tel- Sin
Ple, Marvin Hudson of Eastport, N, Y., gels to kiss Jo Collins, 20, after he presented her with cap w ¥
and insignia of 173 Airhorne Brigade in Saigon. Jo is Playboy magozine's P'laymate of the Year.

il South Korean military spokes-|,
‘;Imen said (e 1st Brigade of the

South Korean “‘Tiger Division"

Congs Fle

An $,000-man forcs of Amer-
cana and Australians pushed to
the edge of the Communists’ Iron
Triangle, 20 miles northwest of
Swigon, but could claim only 22
slain Viet Congs. The Australians
- however, captured machine guns,
small arms ammunition, grenades
and 20 tons of rice.

A network of tunnels and forti-
fied positions was discovered and
blown up.

Campaign in North

To the north, in Pleiku prov-
jnee, 1L 8. cavalrymen  were
rounding out the sixth day of

snother big operation, it was
ihselosod today.

The: advanced o the Cambod-
ian bur ter finding a mum-
H of abandoned camps, sone

ammunition and medicine.
ltul their quarry apparently
had ©ithdeawn acrox the Se San
viver to the sa=fety of Cambodia.
The South Kovean Tiger Divi-
sion ¢laimed, however, to have
.timpped a regiment of Viet Cong

counl. More than G600 weve cap-
{ured.
Planes Hit S. Viet Targets
The fightime hitterest vet for
the Koreans, touk place about 10
miles north of Qui Nhon, about
miles north ofSaigon.
| As the pause in the bombing of
t North ¥ un passed the 17
i day mar planes continued
! to hammer 1 Cang largets in
| S el Nam. U.8. 7th Fleet

|
i
t

and Lilled 185 of them by hody, —-—

 Allied Drive Wanes

By JOSEPH FRIED .

! Staff Correspondent of THE NEWS,
Suigon, Jan, 10—Red guerrillas evaded contact with American troops again today’
as two major sweeps appeared to be ending in frustration, -

{NEW S Map by Stafl Artist)
Another big U. 5. operation
was reported near Pleiku (A)
as Allies pushed to edge of
Iron Triangle (B). South ilo-

reans_trapped Reds (C).

F\a Ty

Combined Wire Sertices

SAIGON, Jan. 10—The larg-
est United States - fighting
force of the Vietnamese war
demolished & honeycomb ol
viet Cong fortifications 25
miles northwest of Saigon to-
day, but the Communists
ducked the knockout punch.

Most of the guerrillas kept
away from the U.S. and Ans-
tralian troops as they scorched
the Communist stronghold on
the third day of Operation
Crlmp. )

Australlans operating with
the 1st Infantry Division and
the 173rd Airborne Brigade un-
covered a big weapons cache
left by the fleelng Commu-
nists. g

22 Reds Killed

The haul included 47 weap-
ons, five of them crew-size,
114 grenades, 15,000 rounds of
small arms ammunition, 58|
heavy mortar rounds,
pounds of dynamite, 20 tons
of Tice and a large store ol
medical supplies.

There were more than 8,000
men in the Allled force, but
U.S, military spokesmen re-
ported only light contact with
the enemy, 2 regiment-sized
force thought to be holed up in
the 12 square miiles of jungle
and marshland.

The spokesman reported 22

Raze Viet Red
qglﬂcaﬁons

Viet Cong killed, 38 captured
and 269 suspects, mostly
women and children, detained.
Allied casualties were ligit,
they said. o
Trapped Viet Cong

Meanwhile, a South Korean|
military spokesman claimed
today troops of the Tiger.Di-
vision trapped a Viet Cong
regiment, Killed 180 guerrillas|
by body count and captured
609 others in bitter fighting
350 miles north of Salgon.
In snother operation, U.S.
force of several battallons has
een sweeping the jungles near
the Cambodlan frontier for the
past slx days, it was disclosed
today.
Many Viet Cong were sighted
across the Se San river, which
forms the boundary between
Cambodia and South Viet Nam|
about 25 miles west of Plelku
in the central highlands.
Some American troops delib-
erately exposed themselves tol
draw Communist fire, but the
Communists did not shoot.

The mission was officiallyf:
called “Operation Matador”
and involved a number of bat-
talions of the U.S. 1st Cavalry|
division.

Vietcona Fade

‘trapped a regiment of Vietcong
;ltraops, :killing 185 and capturing
9. Many other Communists}
'were believed killed and their|
bodies dragged away by their
[comrades. e
The Vietcong casualty toll
érepresenud more than half of
; the strength of - the Vi
regiment. Such 2 usu-!
ally ranges from 1000 to 1500.
The Hghting, bitterest of the
ar for the: ans, was in =
ﬂppl}f dundy larea about 10
"miles north”of Qui Nhon, some,
1350 mile@ifinorth"of Saigon and]
three es inland from the
iSouth China Sea.
| TROOPS AIRLIFTED
The South Korean Lroops, air-
lifted ﬂgt'_; ?euc:;ttie area !e:g
‘|Ame . helicopters, chargt
|thmn§,%t£isl—dgep flooded rice
paddies; and smashed fowr Com-
unist companies: io hand the
AVietcong their stiffest setback
in years in Binh Dinh Province.
4l A spokesman said there was
"|bitter, hand - to - hand fighting|
lwith bayomets as the Vielcong
fought back desperately from
trenches and hunk Most of
the Commurists were killed by
;|small arms, rifles and grenades.
The operation by U. S. Air
|Cavalry troops in the central
highlands along the Cambodian|
frontier started six days ago,
but for securily reasons was.
disclosed only Monday. The
cavalrymen reported no Viet-
cong killed so far and said they
had encountered only sporadic
contact with the Communists.

SIGHT FOE AT BORDER

At one point, it was disclosed,
the American troops sighted

e

vt RN

o ot - vw

/imany Communists troops across’

the Se San River Jporder witi

Info Jungles,

|5 COPTERS TO THE RESCUE . | :

QUI NHON, South Viet Nam - e - o

i(AP) — The Sisters of the Cross o 4 AR s 8
|of Lové have their ear back in AR P % s
running_order but it took five

U.S. helicopters to do it.

The story goes back a year to
the village of Xuan Thlfnen, 10
miles north of Qui Nhon and 260
miles northeast of Saigon, on
the South China Sea coast.

The Viet Cong seized the
place and Sister Julienne,
acting as mother  superior,
herded her handful of nuns out
to safety.

They left behind their little
diesel-powered vehicle, but first
stripped it of battery, distribu-
tor cap and other vitals so it
could not be operated.

Bridges in and out of the
village were down and the car
couldn’t get far anyhow.

Two months ago Korean
troops came back to %

were out and the village was an
E‘w; surrounded by the Viet
ong.
. The puns went back to their
convent base and found the
vehicle useless,
. Sister Julienne is stubborn
-;mt“s]l]m;gammat are useless, N
‘ather in Quijlined for the job. In went
Nhon she appealed for help. The, tires, ti‘;:'athﬂndm; psecured the|
U.S. Ist Air Cavalry Division|area. A Chinook hovered over
responded,” Five choppers werel/the beat-up old vehicle, picked

—Asaocisted Press

A U.S. helicopter completes its mission for the nuns,

i D R o Qo
e was a generally prefty zippy|

landed in Qui Nhen and now is{addition to the

transporting children to &chool,i church. L tga,

{ .|Cambodia about 25 miles west|
i lof Pleiku, i
;1 A correspondent in the hmzeri
! Lisrem with American troops said!
g .+he watched a U. S. helicopter ﬂy!

|
Fvade of Drives
| SAIGON, Jan. 10 (UPT).~Vist-|?
.cong  troops, melting inta the;}
jungles and abandoning their in-!!
:stallations, evaded two major;
‘American offensives Monday!
.aimed at trapping and destroy-'
.ing Communist forces in their,
#jstronghold areas. !
| On ome sector in the central
Hibighlands, U. §. 1st Air Cavalry ,
» troops sweeping along the Cam- °
i bodian_border seemingly dared
" North Vielnamese troops to fire':
across {he frontier at them, Bul
the Communists did not meetj,
the challenge. H
;| TRAP.DESTROY ACTION
Farther south, about 25 miles,
{rom Saigon, some 8000 Ameri-
can paratroopers and infantry-:
'men’ continued their l’rap-md-l
\destroy cperation against the
‘Vietcong in their iron triangle|
!stronghold in the Ho Bo woods.
‘However, all but a relative

‘up and down the river in full;
. view of the Communisls without!
‘'drawing their fire. The river is’
“ionly about 55 yards wide at that,
;'point. e 7
. U. S. cavalrymen wailed in
 the underbrush on the South
; Vietnam side of the border,,
siready to cut loose with mortars,
“.and automatic rifles if the Com-
.mupists fired. But the Commu-
«nists just stared up at the Amer-
;'ican helicopter and then turned:
7 and walked back into the forest.’
5, The correspondent said offi-!
Jieers of the U. S. operation un-:
‘derstood that they were author-,
#lized 1o tire back if the Commu-
Inists fired on them from the
< ‘olher side of the border.
i'NO AIR STRIKES
¢ “At least one officer lold me.
“ that he understood thal the per-
s'mission included calling air;
* strikes,” he said.
| But in Saigon a spokesman for-
,Gen. William C. Westmoreland,
commander of Allied forces in
handful of Vietcong apparently Vietnam, denied that the troops
%[escaped Lhe nobse. . had such authorization.
u ! said 22 Vi ‘i The operation, named “Mat-
‘were killed in the action since ador,” was being carried out
‘Is_nmgdsy, with the Communists ‘about 20 to 35 miles north of

keeping one jump ahead of the ‘Chu Pong Mountain and Ia
advaneing Allied force that alsoh | Drang Valley where the Ist Ca-’
included Australian troops. + 'yalry killed 2000 North Vietna-
But on a third sector near the “'mese in a costly victory about
;coast in the centrzl highlands,  :two months ago. The area is
{ the Vietcong failed to escape a tlabout 180 miley northwest of
j.Soulhy Korean division, and suf+  #Saigon. X
fered severe losses. iz
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“Yanks Storm Tunnel Zone,
- But Enemy Is Still Elusive

By JOSEPH FRIED
8taff Correspondent of I'ne Nrws
Saigon, Jan. 11—1J. 8. forces stormed Communist positions-along the tunnel
laced banks of the Saigon river today, wiping out pockets of resistance, but the bulk
of a major Communist force continued to elude the Americans, engaged in their biggest

DAILY NEWS, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 12, 1066

operation of the war,

the Cambodian border area
have discovered evidence that a
North Viet Namese sati-air-
craft battalion has moved into
South Viet Nam along the Ho
Chi Minh Trail, zecording to
United Press International. The
unit was reported by prisoners
to have 18 heavy guns.) .
Comb Tununel Maze
U. S. infantrymen and para-
troops, with an Australian battal-
ion, continued to comb the maze
of Viet Cong tunnels in the Iron
Triangle 20 milea northwest of
Smigon. At least 62 Communists
were killed, 88 captured and 495
suapects detained in 24 hodrs, Al
lied casualties were light, *
Americans tangled with the
Communists in o series of brief
but sharp clashes. Groups of Viet

«Cong stood their ground until

they were rooted out at several
points.

In one encounter, Americans
dashed across an open field to
‘attack & machine gun pest in a
tree-covered position. Midway
scross the field, they triggered
an enemy mine which spraved
the Americans with shrapnel.
Four Americans were reported
killed and eleven wounded.

Regroup, Attack Again

The U.8, forces pulled back, re-*
grouped and attacked again, driv- |
ing the Communists from the !
position,

Despite the bitter clashes,
size, U.S. operation, invelv-
ing 8,000 Americans, had yet to
collide with the mein Viet Cong |
forces believed to be in the ares,

In Pleiku province to the no
Communist forces also continues
to avoid s big U.S, 1st Air Cav- |
alry unit near the Cambodian .
border which has killed three’
Communists and captured eighLi

(American troops sweeping -

1 .
"“'E’Eﬁ. rom squed to cnmpmyl

Reach Iron Triangle

Saigon, Vietnam, ‘Jan. 10 B

song

. .

ost yesterday and today.

men, most of them|scurried among the troaps.

: About 8,000
m the United States lst Infar [
. 173d Afr-|coming out of a tunhel, riot-con-

Division and the

wark and seized 2 huge food endCong for years.

weapons cache.

But United States officers ex-
pressed disappointment over re-
sulls of this biggest operation by
tAmerican forces in the war. -Only,
22 Viel Cong hed been. killed and
35 captured on the front 25 miles
Inarthwest of Saigon. The olficers
had hoped to trap & regiment of
Viet Cong. They believe they oaly
brushed with 2 rear guard.

As the troops pursued the Vied
Cong.at the edges of the Iron Trl:

to the morth was experiencingjy

similar frustrations.
Rest Camps Destroyed

: United Btates 1st Air Cavalry|grenades, 15,000 rounds of small-
Division troops destroyed 4 Vietiorms amni
Cong rest camps capable of av-jtar rounds,
guerrillas| pounds of 3
Caves, ‘Tunteln Blows U by, i

The United' States troops contl-|that its sofl hud, been invadeg.
nued their methodical’ work of why the Americanh now were per.
scorching the area and demolish:|mitted so ¢lose pn the border was,

commodaling 3,000
west of Pleikut, about 340 miles;
north of Saigon. They drove to
within 100 Teet of the Cambodian
border without encountering any|
Viet Cong, but there were signs
the-guerrillas had left hurriedly,
About a dozen guerrillas opened
fire tonight on a guard tower near
Nha Be, an important cil storage
center 5 miles southeast of Saigon,

riangle itself,

bigico, the  llies

et Cong.
Americans’_came’ u

e

b

: Brigade, were in the third|lrol gas grenades were hurled 'in.
Uniled States and  Australlinygy '.,: rolgmum Crimp against|Out rushed 00 women, childrez
5;:?! pushed to the edge of thehe Iron Triangle. ’I'?e triangle h:'f and old men.

Cong Iron Triangle .today,l5 square miles of jungle ‘Wes )
blew up an abandoned tunnel u{.hm a stronghold of the Vief|Division has been conducting a

‘The allied force reached th ys
baigon River boundary of the m’ authorilies disclosed. Only eight
bngle but did mot cross into. the|Viet ‘Cong were captured, they

bal

hgainst the Iron Triangle werg
ying to sesk out and destroy tha| 70K
Australians operating with the|
the w:im

|
els and in support of|bouses they found food cooking
. Four United States planes s

eall
Enemy Retreats As qroopsﬁ:ﬁ

When. a woman Was spoited

West of Pleiku, the Air-Cavalry!

«|search-and-destro; ation for
frgfraten United. Stiges mlltary

v|T€]

ing caves and tunnels,

ments of

but erlillery drove the attackers”
off, a Vietnamese military spokes-
man said, He said the Govern-
ment forces -at the tower 2 miles
southeast of Nha Be suffered o '
casualties.

The spokesman also E;m
namese roops were t
400 Viet Cong who mﬁ?:ted moder-
ate losses on Government

Xuan Loc, 40 miles east of Saigdn.
The sweep was continulng, he
said, to provide protection for
farmers gelting ready to hmst'l
their rice. L

Korean division operating west of
Quin Nhon, 285 miles northeast of
Saigon, claimed his troops
weekerid scored their' biggest vic-|

iCong and capturing 890 suspects.

. In'the air war, the lull in bomb-|
ing nmunist North Vietnam
'went [hto its sixteenth day, but
Viet Cong largets In the South/
were ht !

spared,
Alr Force and Navy carrier pi-
lots flew 281 missions’ against Viet
l(cutlmi. Page A2, Column )

the trlangle. ;
As the assault hel

rtmition, 58 heavy mor-

The operation kicked off Satur-
day behind an artillery harrage|
from United States and New Zea-lriver separates M from|
Jand batteries. A fleet of about B0igouth Vietnam, Soldi looking!
helicopters began ferryiog ' eleiaerons the river sald they saw
the- 1st ‘Infantry, thelcqyes similar to those found at
173d Airborpe and the-Royal Aus-)the rest camp, an indication that)
tralian Regiment into Viet

[rom where they could

icopters set|Myung Shin, commander of South
L“i]dlﬂsl_ Koyreu.ll'l Tiger Division, safd the

down, the soldiers saw buils

afire from air strikes.
flemes went a field of unharvest-ioperations in three villages 15
ed rice. The troops pushed a%1088|mites northwest of Quin Nhon,
troops an sbandoned rubberl;;llmm;m.d T ¥l Con

i The advancing soldiers foun ybresk yesterday' in an
in an aitack early loday east of themselves au;ps. den of guerrillajaren where no Government forces

underground tunnels.

the hard
aven lﬂ;r ﬁsgct % béubu_mbs
u from -B-52's flying from Guam.
T e o The Amerlcans and Australians
were harissed by snipers as they |crashed todny 15 miles
this| set fire to the few houses and rice of Da Nang, 380 miles northe
storage buildings that had es
|ty of the war killing 185 Viet| caped the air blows. In somelout and were picked up..

o it

. Up

Light BUps, 6 subm ¢

guris, a 57 tem, recoilless Line, 14| degtroying thres other camps and]
seizing 2,600 pounds of rice,

5 Hitherto, United Btates forces).
5 mines and 100/payp heen ordered to stay 3 miles

away from the Cambodian
to avold charges by Cambodia

- oot clear. - - g
. Red Haven Indichted,
But they chose @ point where af
aej

Cotig had a refuge in
‘At Quin Nhon, Mof. Gen, Chee

in|Korean successes were scored in
‘The Koreans hit the Viet Cong be-
had operated for years.

Among the United States planes

ported &
i ;i One battalion, the “Jumnping!
Like the operation west of Mustangs,” hit  the b

Shin said his troops captured ®
weapons, itcluding a machine gun.|

downed was a Maring F4B Phan-
tom, a highly secret craft. If

emEE® mrmov oo

eao®

Ex

of Saigon.

ast
Bdth crewmen bailed
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Big Rice Cache Seized
During Pugh §gainst
. Thiach

Salgom, Vietnam, Thursday,
Jar. 13 (Renters)—The South
Vieinamese armed forces will
observe a three-day iruce dur-
ing the Lunar New Year holl-
day slarting next week, the olfi-
cial Vielnmn preas agency re-
ported today.

The Viet Coiig had already
propozed a cejgefice for four
dnys beginning ei midnight Jan-

wary 2. § 3 JAN 1965
Saigon, Vietnam, Jan, 12 ®—A|
massive United States-Australian
- drive northwest of Saigon brought
guerrilla dead to 107 today. Amer-
icans also overran what appeared
to be an underground war room
and seized a big rice cache,
United: Btates officers’ disap-
pointment over the results of Op-
eration Crimp was, réplaced with
o feeling of satisfaction =s the
glh.aguim: the Viet Cbng Iren
[rlangle, 25 miles from Saigdn,
enlgied its fifth day. . r
A Unlted States military spokes-
man reported that 23 additional
Viet Cong were killed yesterday
in fighting on the rim of the tri-

angle. Earlier fighting had killed|-

B4 guerrillas. New tunnel com-

plexes were uncovered and de-

stroyed, {hy dpokesmin gided.
Little Other Action

There wab little aclion else-
iwhere. But B-52 bombers from
Guam hit Lwo areas in South Viet-
nam, one 800 miles northeast of
Saigon and. the other west of Plei-
ku, 240 miles north of the capital,
where the United Stales Lst Cav-
alry Division is hunting the Viet
Ceng. The lull in the bombing of
North Vietnam continued -into its
twentieth. day,

The United States spokesman
said 43 Americans were killed, 202
wounded and 2 missing or cap-
tured in the week, This was an in-
cuas;edoverd the M dend* 116
woun and 6 missing ‘reported
‘inst week, R S

The Vietnamese reported 118 of
their soldiers killed and 73 mis-
sing. Viet Ceni casualties were
reported at 714 killed or captured,

Harriman Awalted

Saigon awaited Lhe arrival of W.
Averell Harriman tomorrow for
talka. with Vietnamese lenders.
The presidential envoy had been
expected todav but went from
Australls to. Bangkok, Thailand
instead.

In Bangkok, Harriman said he
was heartened by the reaction re-
ceived in the countries he visited
on his global four to explain Presi-
dent Johnson's peace offensive. He
said “everyone was impressed”
by the fairness of Mr. Johnson's

propesals, .
While Radio Hanoi coatinues to

VIETHAM DRIV
PLBASES ARNY

Big Rice Cache Is Seized In
Iron Triangle Attack

(Continued from Page A 1)
assail Mr. Johnson's peace bid,
the absence of any formal public
rejection slirred some hope in
Washington that peace lalks still
might be held.

There was no indication of how,
much further Lhe 8,000 United
States and Australian troops would
continue in their drive against the|
Iron Triangle.

*“When you're on to a good Lhing,
you stay with it," an Army spokes-.
man said. h

Cher} Room Found

Troops of the 1st Division found
an underground room with maps,
blackboards and charts of a tunnel
i system, and believed it was used
&S & War rogm.

In another sector, the 173d Air-
borne Brigade seized 10 tons of
rice and in & tunnel found rooms!
with walls of concrete,

The alrborne brigade bumped,
into a Viet Cong platoon that de-!
cided to fight it out from well
prepared and heavily booby-
trapped positions. '

Artillery and air strikes were’
- followed by a paratrooper assaull,

and the Viet Cong position was

toverran after three hours of fight-
ing at close quarters. Upited,
" Stales casuallies were listed as,
light and it was here that the zl
Viet Cong were killed. |

The 1st Divisien got inlo & two-
bou fight with an uaknown ms
ber of guerrillas at an ambush sitc,
but there was no estimale of|
« enemy casualties. There were no
American casuaities, !

The- B-52 bombers dropped,
more than 100 tons of bambs on:
targets west of the Uniled States’
Marine base at Da Nang, k

A battalion of marines was lili-
ed into the target area by helicop-
ter and reporled a Viel oy,
killed by Lhe bombings. They.
“killed two more Viet Con: and’
rounded up nineleen suspe 5. i

Jel Fighter Explodes I

A marine jet fighter plane.ex-}
ploded trying ta lake olf [rom Da
Nang and its lwo-man crew was
killed. A military spokesman said|
‘mechanical failure was suspected. i

Results of the B-32 raids wesi:
of Pleiku near lhe Lamnodian,
border were not reporled. The 1
Cavalry operating Lhere reparteti
encounlering only an ocrisiona!
sniper.

United States officers thought it'
way  possibly  significanl  Lhat
Norlh Vietnamese regulars oper-
ating west of Pleiku have disap-
peared. These regulars engaged
the 1st Cavairy in heavy fighting
recently in the Ia Drang Valley.

Senator Javits and Representa-,
tive Reid, New York Republicans,
, arrived in Saigon on a congres-
¢ sional [act-finding mission. Javits
{ lold a news conference that Pres.
s
&

e e

N

ident Johnson's peace offensive
was necessary because the Amer-
ican people demand the President,

(Continped, Poge A 2, Column 2)

11 “walk an extra mile" in search of,
+. peace in Vietnam,

If it is made clear “that peace
is impossible to altain through ne-
gotiations carried out in the ul-
most  sincerity,” the American;
people will back any mecasures
"lo succeed in the objective of
gelting freedom for South Viet-
nam," Javils said.




American paratrooper, hiking along trail in operation northwest
of Saigon, carried a pup in his shirt after finding the little animal in

the jungle area.
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Tﬁ:&-gﬁ-ry Tunnel
Of Cong Uncovered

o 08 SO0 B...
BAIGON.

A huge three-level -under-
ground labyrinth, believed to
b ethe main Communist polit~
ical hesdquarters in the Sal-
gon aree and & guerrilla regi-
mental command post, was
captured yesterdey by Aus-
tralian troops.

Seized in the major intel-
ligence coup, which was the
mein success thus far in o
five-doy American-Australian
prebing operation in the area,
were large dtles of docu-

[UPI Teleshoto] ‘

Just pounded in s massive
bombing by Guam-based B-52
Jets south of-the big Da Nang
alr base, about 385 miles
north of Balgon.

The Australlans have been
burrowing under the Ho Bo
‘Woods 25 miles northwest of
Bafgon in the Iron Triangle
trea for two days. They
moved into the ares five days
ago with 8,000 U, 8. para-
troopers and {nfantrymen.

The Alifes have reported
107 Viet Cong killed in the
to date, and 683

ments, inciuding records on
Communist agents and coun-
terfeit papers,

suspects captured.
‘The

" apparently used in esplonage.

Later in the day, = com-

bined force of 4.500 to 6,000
United States Marines

Viety 4 "

A erawled past
underground booby-traps and
discovered four truckloads of
Viet Cong records. Documents
and disries, indicating that
the elab tunnel

by helicopter into an area

Thirsday, Januery 13, 1966

(REWheotel

" Wading out of the Se Sam riverin South Viet Nam, an American
air cavairyman holds his own rifi¢ and a Russian-made one he discov-
ered in water during river crossing near Cambogdian border.

UasBinghen

K

1

Y

~UPt Profe*

Sgt. Maj, Herbert P. McCullah of Adairoville, K y., enjoys o splash of Vil Cong water, He foimd

this bamboo pipe durlng “Operntion
Cambodian border in Viel Nam's ceoiral bigh

Merepder, a First Cavalry Division sweep along the |
leads. H

. More on TUNNEL—P &

3-Story Cong Tunnel Uncovered

(Continued from page one)

was the Communlst political
headquarters for the Saigon
reglon and the command post
for & Viet Cong regiment.
The Australian hsul in-
cluded the personnel records
of Viet Cong agents, lllegal
government identification
cards and even & "post office”
filled with letters the guer-
rilln fighters addressed to
friends and relatlves. A com-

missary and a fresh-water:

well ‘also was found in the
complex.

The sources sald the Aue
strallans were mapplng the
entire tunnel complex, report-
ing thelr slow progress under-
ground by radlo. Teams of

twists and turns of the
tunnels on the ground above,

‘The Austrafans probed the
maze with rifies, h

Nang, Marines aliacked in
regimental strength (4,500 to
6,000 men) in a semrch-and-
clear i i 1

guns end hlm!‘ grenades at
the ready, the' sources re-
ported, but found on Viet
Cong. ~ .

In the same sweep, Amerl-
can and Australian troops
found huge Communist stores,
including motorcycles, sam-
pans, and 4.500 pounds of rice.

[The Associated Press re«
ported that there was no in«
dication of how farther the
8000 U, S. and Australisns
would continue in their drive

t the Iron Triangle.
“When youre on to a good
thing véu stay with it," an
Army spokesman said ]

after the Guam-besed B-52s
dropped more than 100 tons
of bombs onto the ares 15
miles southwest of Da Nang—
the same valley where the
Marines struck last week in
Operatlon Long Lance. They
were fiown in by helicopter.
The Marines encountered
only lght resistance. They
killed four Viet Cong and
found one killed by the bomb-
ing, whichr pockmarked an
area of rice paddies and small
rocky hills belleved to be o
Viet Cong concentration area.
Three other Viet Cong were
wounded and thres suspects

One Viet Cong. shaken by
the bombing, walked out of
his hideout toward the Ma-
rines with his hands in the air

chouted.

U. 8. 1st Cavalry Alr Mo-
bile Division troops contimied
another sweep along the
Cambodien border in the
central highlands, Bub they
still had made little contach
yesterday with the North
Vietnamese regulars who were
supposed to be in the area.

A spokesman sald the
bomber swerved off the run-
way in a trall of flame and
sparks. No gunshols were
hesrd and the runway is be-
lleved in an area secure from



