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FIRE FIGHT T

Co C, 57 air assaulted into LZ Perodit near Bong Son and
started a sweep through several village complexes.

As they moved across a rice paddy, they were hit i:y fire
from an NVA company.

The men of Co C fought back and called in ARA for support.
When the shooting was over, 46 enemy were dead.

- Charlie bompany returns en;my fire,

FIGHT INTO NIGHT

Ist Cav. Troops Kill :
69 VC Near Bong Son

8£3 Vielnam Burrau armed helicopters helped drive
SAIGON—Troops of the 1st Cav, | off Viet Cong attacking a Seuth
Div. engaged a large enemy unit| Vietnamese outpost at Ba Cang
and killed 63 Viet Cong in a battle | in Vinh Long Province. The
which centinued through the day ' choppers fired rockels and ma-
and into the night Thursday. |chlnc puns at the enemy during
’Tr; nfl.in beud: whe:l :n j;;‘- a 11/%hour battle. i
atoon made contact wii i ‘. :
an y force of onknown size al"; I“};ﬁ'&' ﬂ:ﬁml 7\“'3"9 e
al 18:40 a.m, Other ‘units from }:,l_c: attacking ls::l:n.'nao?z‘::i«
the 1st Cav. were sent in s re-| Lo outpast on the Co Vhien'

SO | River, 60 miles south of Saigon.
contact centinued until 9:3 p.m. | -
Ameri

DR Wact Gescaibed rVC Terrorists

ninh Tk revineer sbout e Kl 51 in Week

miles southwest of Bong Sen, in; SAIGON (AP)~Viet Cong ter-|’
an area where the cavalrymen ror aftacks claimed at least Sli.
have been conduciing Operation |lives and injured 50 others in the i
'nf‘lﬂf II since Oect, 25, week ended last Saturday. Fig- ||

company from the Isl Bri-|yres made available by official]
gade, 101st Airborne Div., 2m-|yqurces Friday also said 215 per-IJ
bushed and killed nine north Viel: | (one were abducied N
namese in Phu Yen Province. E ;
1. about 20 miles west of Tuy Hoa.| The viclims were involved in |
‘i There were no U.S. casualties. jmore than 23 separate incidenls 1
I| Tn the Mekong River Delta y separated parts of South |

southwest of Saigon, U.S. i

Infantrymen drop into position when the enemy opens up.

i) Prepared for the OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF INFORMATION, DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

ﬂl by the U.S. ARMY COMMAND INFORMATION UNIT + WASHINGTON, D.C. 20315
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" War--in the Hills....
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...and on -thé Beééhes

A RECONNAISSANCE COMPANY of the lst US. Cavalry (left
photo) searches among rocks and boulders of mountains along the
ceniral coast of South Vielnam, about 20 miles north of Qui Nhon,
where a Viet Cong squad had been reported. Crevasses and caves
afford excellent hiding places for the enemy lrcops. The company
leaves its marks (above) cn the sandy beach along the coast as
it departs afler a fruitless search. Ar-Wiraphaict

2 THE NASHVILLE TENNESSEAN. Saturday, Dec, 10 1986
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WAITING FOR JUMP SIGNAL: Men of NIl 190 Cavalry Divislon Walt fo0 T Cavalr ymen Move Guerri ” a SUSPECfS Across Stream

to hover low over Binhdinh Province. They will jump. makin; i
A e i - They i3 g it unnecessary for craft BONG SON, South Viet Nam — U.S. Iat Cavalry troops Bong Son. The suspects were rounded up duning a sweep
to land. Yesterday. similarly landed units of the First Cavalry met enemy in the arra. move Viet Cong suspects across a stream just south of ' of a village that the Vier Cong had been using as a ‘c',

‘e
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| Cavalry Closing Tra

SAIGON - (U'PD
Bloody jungle fighting erupt-
ed in he central highlands
Sunday as U'.S. air cavalry-
men jockeyed to trap and
destrny an estimated Com-
munist hatialion desperately
trying to escape.

The Communiits  were
trying to flee soldiers of the
First Air Cavalry Division
moving in on three sides to-
ward the Soulh China Sea
coast.

A multi-compuny force of
citvalrymen  suffered moder-
ale casualties in {fighting
Satardiay 285 miles northe
east of Saigon and 38 miles
northnest of Qui Nhon,

The w.eath tull for the Com-
munisis climbed to 46 eacly
today. a military spokesman
reported.

Fighting  broke
nightfall Saturd

off al
and 1t

vag feared the commup st
an sstiimated 403 to 600 men.
managed to [lit av ., in rhe
dungle.

Bul shortly alter day-
break. (he hard-driving caval-
rymen  triggered Iwo more
firefights and drove into a
Communist force entrenched
in concealed bunkers.

There was bitter Fighting
&8s the soldlers blasted bunk-

B4 iipa g

ers with artillery and caited
in aireraft to hammer the
Red positions with bombs
rnd napalm,

Fartser north. U8  Ma.
vines chasing guerrillas in
bit-and-run bands kalled 2
Viet Con, in a series of
sweeps in the nosthern prov-
inces. B3Z bombers, mean-
while. smashed Communist
positions inside the demilitar-

1ed border some
third straight das

The cenival mghlands bai-
tle began when a et pany af
cavaleymen  wade  conl g

the

p on Red Unit

with & squad of Vet Cong

Salumiay meccne ad called
mreinforcements who
moved *into blockog poa-
lions by helicoater

The hattle continued far
Inte the night until Reds
withdrew and
pulled into defenss perime-

i ters.

‘New Fights

] "
;New York Times

Special lo

ra.gain today with elements

Lif
GI Saves Life
'" of Comrade, Wins Medal
" of Comrade, Wins Meda
Sp4 Douglas Greenmeier, 22,| In an attempt to determine
has been awarded the bmnzeithe situgtion on the platoon’s
star for valor for saving the lifefr.lank. Greenmeier exposed him-
of a comrade g 'self 1o intense enemy fire. As
and for bringing |he returned with the informa-
back important {tion, he put a wounded saldier
information on his back and returned
while in action “through the hostile fire. The in-
against the ene- formation he brought back led
my in lhe la ‘to the rescue of several men on
Drang valley in ™ {the platoon's flank, his citation|
vietnam. He is 7 Isaid.
the son of Mr. Greenmeier, a 19683 gradvate

Milwaukee

‘s 5

| Raise Vietcong Toll to 65

By THOMAS BUCKLEY 1 9 DEC 186

SAIGON, South Vietnam, Dec. 18—Units of the heli-
copter-borne First Cavalry Division (Airmobile) skirmished

Near Quinhon

Tae New York Times

of & North Vietnamese battalion,

j1~_|but apparently failed to come
to grips with the main enemy
strength,

After the North Vietnamese
broke contact after two brief
|maorning ENgREements,
American  troopers reported
thaving counted 15 bodies, bring-
ing thelr count of enemy dead
in the fighting, which began
vesterday, to 65.

The Americans reported no
casualties today. Their casual-
ties yesterday were described as|
moderate or enough to impair
the fighting ability of the units
involved.

The series of engagements
took place 30 to 38 miles north-
west of the port city of Quinhon
‘and 280 miles northeast of Sai-
igon. It is an area of foothills'
!covered with thick undergrowth
{between the coastal plain and
the Central Highlands.

Clash Before Dawn

and Mrs. Viclor ‘uf Bay View high school, was a
Greenmeier, 211 Jhnlfback on the 1962 all-city

Dover st : " l[nutball team. He went into the
Greenmeier was ~ Creenmeler |army un Aug. 6, 1965, and ar-
with the 12th cavalry last Aug. rived in Vietnam last Jan, 8. He
10 when his platoon was hillis expected to return to the

hard by enemy fire, United States in January,

Rushes VC
When ‘Chip’
Is Down

| AN KHE. Vietam (10) — 4
imember of the Lst Cav, Div.'s
'1st Brigade was ready o light
Viet Cong  knocked

when
1Chip off his shoulder,

B Co.. of the 1st Bn., 8th Cav.,
was

conducting a search and
ion  along  the coast
ume to a quiet little

| sp4 Marvin Keating was car-
rving Chip, the company’s mon-
Key, on his shoulder as they en-
tered the village. Kealing, whe
wis paint  man, heard  several

vounds erack over his head,
Keaiing dived for cover, then
aoticed Chip wie mi 1. I_{c
woked avound and found Chip,
who appeared 10 be wounded,

Iying in the brush,

When the ocder was given to
attack the village, Keating rushed
4 with the vompuny to rout

PFC Thomas
Cook found Chip itting in a hole.
The monkey had suffered a slight
flesh wound in the thigh.
Keating sail, after the commo-
Chon was  over, “When ey

The first skirmish today toolk|
place soon after dawn as about|
50 men of the First Cavalry
engaged a force of about 20
North Vietnamese. Eight of the
enemy were reported killed.

About an hour later, eight
miles to the southeast, other|
units of the division® attacked
an enemy force of unknown'
jsize that was dug in in roofed,
bunkers, After the North Viet-/
namese relreated, seven more;
bodies were counted. .

The all-day fighting yester-:
day began when an American,
platoon on patrol as part of Op-|
eralion Thayer II surprised a
Morth Vietnamese sguad and|
opened fire. Wilhin mintues, as;
the cnemy squad fled, another
‘platoon was lifted into the area
by helicopter. i
| An undisclosed number of !
1American companies were flown
{lo Lhe area and were believed '
ito have surrounded the enemy
unil, eslimated at battalion size,
or about 100 men. Air strikes'
and artillery fire continued,
against the unit through the
night.

Thus far in the search-and-
(destroy sweeps of Thaver II,
which began Oct. 25, the United
iStates has reported a total of
672 enewy dead and 22 caplures

[To Viet Reunio

ey

The Dighting, some of 1he

RN
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n ;{ 3 Binh Dinh F ovinee in opera-

tan Thayer 11, a ~ez *h and
destres project 1yt hegan
Oct. 25 and has resulted in a
fepe fed 625 Comm. o s
kidlerd,

Latte i the afternoon, the
Americans ne under
heovy coameny WeApans
and morlar fire. AL some
points, the two side elosed
o within lhand-grerade
range.

American officers extimal-
. B - e el there w>1e many Commu-

" nist dead in the jungins but,

. said one, sady's going out
% -ty in the dark just Lo count
:, & in them.”
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Associaled Press

ivision trooper
LAYED IN TRANSIT ... A US. st Cavalry Division ;
lgjugards two North Vietnamese soldiers captured near the Cambodian

border while transporting captured equi;'.unin:-'L ﬁzctmunit.

-
HANSEN AND BROTHER, ROBERY™" |
laughed a lot,” she zaid of Vietnam trip,

MISS BEVERLY
“We had fun,

Hope _and Prayer Wing Sister
With Brother

NORTH BERGEN, N, J. —, Vieinam when they could ar-
{AP)— Beverly Hansen just |range time together.

SI::-t spent 10 days waiting for|

hnocked Chip off my s-houldn\::: I
was ready (o fight them gil

bt 3 e -
Pacilic Stars & Stripes 7
i Thursday, Dec. B, 1966

came back from delivering a
|[Christmas tree and a few pres.
ents 10 her 20-year-old brother,
It was an 18,000-mile frip.

Her brother, Army Pie.
!{Robert Hansen is stationed at;prayer,"

An Khe in South Vietnam,

Beverly's arrival was a com-{but
plete surprise to her brother. | at
“That it worked out
mas was fantastic,” she said.
The 23-year-old secretary to,
an airlines president
{her brother

Dec. 20, so that's

the Majastic.
Tneet Robert in Saigon.

"He said he was getting in :ng‘“'i:ig el h

from 75 days in the fiel eneral’s icopter. She and
vs In the field abont Ropart ag ihree days together

“We , laughed a lot,"
planned the trip,” Beverly said. |she recalled. ]

“It was just a hope and a x e

whea T

She had no hotel reservations
got the last available room
Through the|w
over Christ-|Red Crosr, she arranged to

to arrive, killing time

is war going on,

cause the truce

the area — onee in

never able to really relax; you
are never able to forget there

The only night she and Robert:
ent out was Christmas Eve be.|
was then in|

effect. “Everybody was out cel-|

on became
happy city for a night.”

“What really shocked him,” | ebrating like it 'S |
had told|she said “was that T was wear-( Eve, L S gl

she would come to ing fatigues and combat boots,” - u“b’!

cavalrymen
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MOUNTAIN TOP ASSAULT—The Blue Team of the 1si Cavalry Division’s 1st
Squadron, 9th Cavalry, air assaults onto a mountain ridge. The action occurred in the

central highlands of Vietnam during Operation Thayer II. (Photo by 1st CAV-IO)

Ist Cav Unit Pushes
VC From Rice Haven

AN KHE, (Ist CAV-I0) — The!the <ons of the Viel Minh whe
1sl_ Cavalry Division's Znd Bui-: battled the French in 1994, The !
talion. 7th Cavalrs. bas pushed 'know every inch of the l'{)lllllr;\"

the Viet Cong from the Rice | and in sonle ways they're toughor
Triaele at Phan Thiel and into ) to root out 1
the mountains a< part of Opera- | Vietnamese tr
tion Byrd. 100 miles cast of Sai- |

v i 10

Cavalrymen Rout Attack,
Flush 41 VC From Tunnels

SAIGON (UPI)—A U.S. armored column battering its way along ronds in Vier
Cong_country near Saigon Monday captured 41 of the enemy : o i
of holes and tunnels in a fierce firs fight. ELaine Lentoy

The action took place in Phuoc Tuy province 36 miles east northeast of the capiil
w_here tank§ andi armored Fersoqnel carriers ol the 11th Armored Cav, Regt. ar ry.-
mu‘:ﬁ l(Ilpemmm Atlanta to free highways and the surtoundivg ¢ -antryside lrom the cor

ats. ——— e e =

The armoved battle began
when a unil of the Cavalry regi-
wment was altacked by aummmim[
weapons fire from Lhe norihwest
and southwest.

The Cavaliymen fought off the
attackers, then begun a swe
through the ay

They rounded vp 41 prisoners,
detained an additienal 278 Viet
Cong suspects and captured more
than eighl tons of rice and aimos|
five tons of peanuls,

The action brouzhkl the toial
enemy casualic: for Atlanta 10
134 killed, 47 captured and 328
susprets detaind.

Spokesmen a'so sm
new _oprrali
in Quar, Nam pro
25 miles south-southwe{ of Da
Nang.

Titled Mis the 0pera- B
tion by the 5th aud Tth Marines
began Nov. 29 and so [ar bas
rosulted in 8 encmy dead, 18 cap-
tured, 13 suspects dutained and
25 tons of rice captured. Comula.
tive [riendly cusualties were des- i =
cribed as light. 7

Prior {o the Gury Owcns troop.
ers arrival four months ago, the
Viel Cong vontrolled the rich|
paddie land which strefehes right |
milex north of Phan Thiet be.,
tween the railroad wnd national |
bighway .

After an stk on a Regional |
Forces company by the  Viet
Cong, i which 51 government
froops were kitled.  the  Gary
Owens treopers weve valled in.
Acrording to Maj. Henald Ras-
mussen, the battalion executive
officer, (he job is not vel over,
for the VO soll ve i the villag
aml are  metrve,  espevially  al
night.

Honever, rowds that the Viet
Cong ence consdered s, have
been opened by the battalion’s
revonmissanee platoon which has
teaveled 476 nules 19 socare roads
in the distrivt.

“Those lncal force guriillas ave
wecond generation fighters,” Muj,
Rasmussen esplamed, “They are

HANGING IN THE TUBE—Two soldiers from the st
Cavalry Division prepare to fire an 8Zmm mortar in
support of combat operations during Ogeration Thayer
IL (Photo hy 1st CAV-10)

JUST BEFORE CHRISTMAS, a trooper of the First Cavalry
Division in Vietnam makes his way through the wreckage of a
church during a search and destroy sweep west of Bon Song.
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’Copter Rescue in Jungle ‘Impossible,

By KEN ARMSTRONG

SAIGON—The battle for
hill 53¢ had begun. After a
week of poking around the
€hu Pong Mountains, look-
ing for two North Vietma-
mese regiments, -a com-
pany of the 2d Brigade, 1st
Air Cavalry Division, had
found them.

The encounter occurred
in thick jungle—so thick
that resupply hélicopters
and reinforcements couldn't
come to the calvarymen's
aid. Instead, reinforce-
ments were to be dropped
off a mile from the scene,
to slash their way through
the jungle on foot.

In the meantime, Air
Force planes plastered the
Red positions, hoping mno
bombs were falling on the
Americans -hidden under
multilayered foliage.
Ground observers talked

the planes in — judging
bomb placement by impact
sound.

Whenever the planes
weren't overhead, tons of
artillery shells were hurled
into the North Vietnamese
bunkers.

IN ADDITION, planes
circled” overhead all night,
dropping flares to Ulu-
minate the jungle so that
the outnumbered Ameri-
cans could keep track of
enemy movements. The
company was practicing
the technique that's be-
come standard for Ameri-
can forces. Pin-point the
foe, pull back If possible,
and let the Air Force and
artillery decimate him.

The hooker was that the
jungle was= a North Viet-
namese ally. Many shells
and bombs hit trees and
detonated prematurely.

Moreover, the north Viet-
namese were in remnforced
dugouts which could with-
stand a near hit.
Especially ing to

fatlicr of two children.
PERSONALLY  greeting
the two Air Force crews,
Col. M. T. Berenzweig, 50,
of Glendale, O.—the bri-

the brigade command was
the plight of the wounded-—
the inhospitable terrain
prevented their immediate
evacuat.on. A conference
was held and produced a
decision — request assist-
ance from the Air Force,
which had helicopters
equipped with slings that
could be lowered through
the jungle canopy.

About 8 that evening, two
Air Force helicopters —
HH43F Huskies — groped
their *way through the fog
to LZ CAT, brigade head-
quarters. Piloting one was
Cincinnatian, Capt. Freds
erick M. Bergold, 29, 4
1959 graduate of Kenyon
College, married and the

gade commander — laid it
on the line: “Gentlemen,
you've got a dangerous
mission.” -
“When he said that,”
Bergold confessed, “my
jaw dropped. We thought
we had a milkrun lined

Fup.”

After a briefing on their
mission, their take-off was
further delayed by fog.
At last, shortly after
midnight, Bergold and the
other Huskie began their
life-saving run. “We didn't
have any problems reach-
ing the general location,”
he luter reperted. “First,
we orbited several times—
about 200° off the ground
— and then the company

’but It’s Done

commander — he was real
cool — talked us in until
we could see his flashlight.

“The first ship dropped
his litter through the can-
opy and hauled up two men.
Then we went in and lifted
up a lifter case and two
wounded.”

Airman 2.C, David A, Carl,
20, of Wheeling, 1, added:
“I helped the three cases
aboard, One had a foot shot
off, another a chest wound—
he was the one I worried
about, and one had his jaw
shot away, He was a good
sport, too—kept wanting to
smile at me—but couldn't.
1t was kind of pathetic.”

AT DAWN more helicop-
ters warmed up for a run
to evacuate the remaining
wounded and 1 barely
missed a ride. The helicop-
ter took off while I was a
few feet shy, runing toward

Again, a voice: T don't
see any survivors.”
“Neither do 1. Looks like |

a wipe-out."
them. At {he d tent Excitedly, the lical
I sat listening (o the ayacyation pilot exclaimed:

radio exchange between the
three ships and headquar-
ters, depressed because I
had missed my chance to
reach the battlefield.
Suddenly, a message
brought silence to the staff.

A pilet was saying: “We're *

getting heavy pgroundfire.
We can’'t get in to the LZ
(landing zone).”

A pause, and a second pi-
1ot said: “Where's the other
ship?”

Came the reply: “I dun-
no, he was right behind

ol

you.

Static, and then, emotion-
ally: “I think he's down—
over there. See the column
of smoke?”

BLEAKLY, the confirma-
tion: “Yeah, I see it."

That was the helicopter 1
had tried to caich.

“I'm losing power!"

““Stay loose,” said his es-
cort, “we'll stick by you.”

Five hundred feet short of
LZ CAT, the helicopter flut-
tered to the jungle floor.
Fortunately, no one aboard
was seriously injured,

Meanwhile, the battle
grew in size and intensity.
The rescue company had
also encountered a well-en-
trenched North Vielnamese
unit, and throughout the
day, the 2 companies fought
without respite.

However, that night, the
North Vietnamese faded
away. For {he moment, the |
battle was over. I

By morning, Hill 534 was |
in American hands, and al- I
though snipers pestered
them, they were an irritant, f
not a threat.

+ 4+ o+

g L]
Gl Hailed for
Cleveland Plarn = 1,
A Lakewood soldier oileave
from Vietnam and his four
companions were honored yas-'
terday for saving a Japaness
girl from a rape attempt in
Tokfo on Monda, . :
Cpl. Joseph Geiger, 21, son
of Mr. and Mrs. John L.

{there,

ej-
s

ithe embassy

ghwa;;;.a

d 0 ey
ger, 1624 Belle Avenue, was
returning to his quarters with
his friends when they saw a
man dragging a girl across
ithe street near a park, ac.
Jcording to the U, S, Embassy

“The soldiers immediately
(Stopped their cab and re:cued
\the girl from her assailant.”

Hav Teonssse b
Gl's Thoughts Turn o Home, Peace

AN KHE, South Vietnam—S§,

pec. 4 Royce P. Barrow, | out from i itation.
attached 10 Company A of the U. f war for meditation

S. 1st Cavaliry, takes time

+ o+

said. "They

g Attacker!

:asked the driver to call po-
‘lice and detained two sus-
prets.”

| THE TOKYO police pre.
:sent d cilations to the Ameri-
lcans at the embassy.

. “We are very grateful to
you fcr vour cooperalion in

Joseph Geiger

His weapon rests

heimet on the ground beside him.

ler = -

the arrest of the suspects in- to relurn fo college when he
cived in he attempted rape. is discharged to became a

thus resulting in a speedy so- social worker,

lution of this case.” the cita-
tors said.

Geiger's father said his son:

was returning to duty in Viel-
nam tomorrow where he has:
served since he volunteered,
for duty there last summer.

THE SOLDIER, a member!
of the 1st Air Cavalry Divi.-
sion. is a graduate of 8¢, Ed.
ward High School. He juined
the Army after a vear of
sgtudy at Kent State Umiver-
sity.

His father said Joseph bopes

—UPI Telephoto

on his !
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Bird Nests Are Viet Souvenirs
wes ﬂr‘. ﬁlhfﬂmon praised Vietnamese spirit
paiaml Hords 5 e

Widow Presented Sergeant’s Silver Star
1 i1t Allendale County's Mar- liams, despite a leg wound and direct enemy fire,
thé%me’:ggg i? pr:ggl:id a Silver Star, gstuwed maneuvered his squad to outflank a heavily fortified
posthumously on Sgt. Charles C. Williams for gallantry Viet Cong platoon. He was a member of the 1st Cav-
in Vietnam. Presenting the medal is Brig, Gen. E. B. alry Division {Airmobile). (U. 8. Army Photo) .

GI Turned Down

“Kingship’ in Viet

By MIKE MORGAN
Karald SIaH Writer

The only American saldier
in Lhe Vietnam war who was
offered a battlefield promo-
tion to king was back in his
Miami Beach home this
week for a few days.

He is Maj. Ira Joel Abram-
son, an Army doctor who
was offered the kingship of
the Montagnard village of
Plei Tueck along with the
most beautiful native girl in
the tribe for his wile.

Grateful tribesmen of the
village deep in the central
highlands of South Vietnam
wanled to honor the Ameri-
can medic affer he and his

. isam ireated wmany alling

villagers.

Despile  this  speclacular
Montagnard Medivare fee,
the Major, =& bachelor,
turned down Lhe payment.

He explained that his du-
ties with the 1st Airborne
Cavalry Division kept him
traveling and he would not
be ahle to accept the king-
ship.

The slender, 33-year-old

surgeon is the son of Mr. and

Mrs. Leonard Abramson, of

1070 §. Shore Dr, Miaml
Beach.

He's on his way to Wash-

ington D.C. where his next
zssignment s post surgeon
at Fort McNair.

Maj. Abramson was filled
with praise for the morale of
both South Vietnamese and
the American soldiers.

“The Communlists don't
have a chance there as long
8s we stand flrm. We are
winnlng the war. The Viet-
namese, as well as peoples In
Southenst Asis are grateful
to the U.S. and feel we are
doing the right thing."

He just concluded a sever-
al week trip through much
of Southeast Asia and assess-
es Lhese people as: “Hearty
friends of the U.S."

Iiaj Abramson speaks
Vietnamese fluently, “I used
to listen to Vietnamese
speaking among themselves,
1 can tell you that the opin-
ions of the peaceniks, who
would have you think we are
accepted in Vietnam as a
bunch of monsters, are just
not true.”

He then told how Ameri-
can combat organizations
such as his former outfit, are
making a substantial contri-
tution by their efforts to
construct and rebuild, as
well as destroy.

“Every unit in the 1st Air-
borre Cavalry has adopted a
village. a communily and is
assisting in building and agri-
culture. In every way, the
American soldier uses his
ingenuity 1o improve the
condition of the Vietnamese.
And I can’t stress how much
this is appreciated.

“Don't let anyone sell you

‘on the idea they want us

out . . ." he emafiasized.

Roberts, Ft. Jackson deputy commander. Sgt. Wil-
b 12 THE COURIER-JOURNAL
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ON THE HUNT. ., . Helicopters loaded with reconnaissance
troops of the U.S. 1st Cavalcy Division fly over the South China
* Sea coast of Binh Dinh Province, about 300 miles northemst o
_Sfilgon, looling for Viet Cong belic ved to be in the area, z

BN ey T LOUS POSTOISPATCH :

B Rt e e S %

Vanguard in Large Operation

Members of the United States Fiest Air Cavalry Di-
vision jump frem helicopters in a paddy field near

-3

‘UPT Photo

the way for a larger force. They were hunting +wo
Viet Cong baHalions in the plains about 300 miles
northeast of Saigon.

Bong Son, South Viet Nam, in an operation paving

Slemads & A R
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VIETNAM FIVE—An Ohio flag sent by Gov. James A, Rhodea is
draped on the noss ol a helicopter in Vietnem. Kneeling, from left.
are Lt. Don Stafferd and Pic. Charles Cole. Standing, from left. are
CWO Robert Nages, WO Jumes Snyder and CWO Armit Tilgner.

Keep Hearth Warm, Gls Tell Rhodes

By WILSON HIRSCHFELD !away from our loved ones but: “Keep the home fires hurn
Plain DeslerBureau ‘:V!:omn ‘t”he will all be back thereling for us.”
iy o "
T e R L 2 LS
home fires burning for us,"‘l
five Ohioans flghh.ng with the

ist Cavalry Di in Viet.' R Vi 4 1
mam hhg;e writlen Gov, James ; EIE SN |
. Rhodes, ' ey =
They ::rate to Lhank the ' R_ai‘lznnra Sun S JRE PR ‘
‘governor for a state flag sent EI(E PADDY CASUALTY—Wonnded GI of | hy 1o buddics afler & by IUHIITt i
he Ist Cavalry Division is Tielped 1o cifety | soaflin sk of le 5,,,:‘,. ‘,‘;“‘\ﬂ:ﬂh F\ﬁl‘“a' o
et 3 i .

lo their outfif.

Writing the governor were
(Chief Warrant Officer Armit
[Tilgner of Cleveland, Chiel
Warrant Officer Robert “a-
igos of Garrettsville, Warrant
(Officer James Snyder of'
i|Findlay, Lt. Don Stafford of
Fast Rochester and Ple
ICharles Cole of Arcadia.

Jungle Magnifies Contact Problem

wrile and let you know every-
thing here is as best can br

Slows Reinforcements

Jlevelans Dl

e::‘?el:ted their letter said. By KENNETH ARMSTRONG Fall. -.. of 6990 Osk St, lem,” he said, “was (he lhcir holes and recumed eal-
Our ground troops hav: SAIGON—Hmw the battle ¥ ungetiwn, said:  “Sud-  soupy weatier. It took us ing Crations, deepening inc-
been in pretly heavy euemyw___ ; for Hill 524 began is compli- -‘.?3. without an; warning, an hour fust lo sorl cut holes and putting on dry
;:geﬁem:l;‘ts a; ;et:re ng[: alfimore Sun 2 1 7 cated they opened up on us. We where our troxps were, but  socks,
u hav ear e In THE SUN : had v .'ed rigot into them. once we did. the pilst As tired as everyonhz was,
“We wish to thank you for Bgp Tt 0 Elements of the 2d Bir  'ye fir.t burst, the point  walked the bombs and ni- thire wese no dozers on the

gade, 1st Air Cavalry, Were | .nand two others got it, palm in beautifully, right tin perimeter. They knew

all the backing and thought-
remnoitering the CRU and ccven ofhers were into the North Vietnarce. e company was under.

fulness, and for the state flag. “

We are all very proud fo call
Ohio home and 1o be here 1o
prnlect that home.

“We are very sad to be

Fong Mountams near Lam‘
boda and 200 miles rorth
of Saigon. The North \iet
namese were in hidinz, The
queslion was—vheri?
Altev a wesl of intens..o
searchirs, 2 compiny en-
paged a sizable unit. Two
companies tovs off on ot
to remnforce ke Amer. ans.

ONE OF THE relief ¢om-
panics woe pununeled on
the v ay l‘y a sweond Viet-
narese force and reque-t-
ed help. C Compar. of the
5th Cavaliy's 1st Battaien
haslily respond-d to the
call.

“Abowt 1 pm., as we
neared the hi reported
Capt. Donald R. Sims. 0
of Bogalu 1. La.. the com-
pany comiap «r. “the Lail
nd of our column *potted
a iper i a tree and rid-
dled hon. That woas woat
thev should lave aiae, but
it also alerted the North
Vietnomese we were cor -
ing "

Contpbring 40 the oone
versalion, 850 Faen M-

ALSO INVOLVED in the
in Ave. N E.. Canton.

soovce tried to form a U
arc.md the p'atocn, but they
St do it beoause o1
« vas off to one side
suld attack them from

the rest of the platoon —

¢ h.s unit’s positions with

s.‘zppnit. “They did a great

In a ,.xall sp ﬁer plare,

ag+in fried to skirt te
encmy pooiti bt 7 osul-
fered moie covaaties
called in ail ooy, and G
quirted thing ova. Thal
enabled v to peh ool a
little more a.1 make 1l tn
i al

additional c2sua
SIT WASN'T UNTIL e
were on b hill il Teoe
covered Do clevs wa bad
heen to B Co- onl\ 130 rr

away! The jun »nn-

bi\huahh tt s |
have been lr:r
all we knew

“ims 12id the main ener ¥
fores w2y cone in the nw
na

“Hew many ¢y you Lar .
e were™” 1 oessed
At least u battalion
be r'm men.” e

e

“In case Uy vertoa
Le llul'[ thep”
Our com sation - as -
{errupted. Sniper ive, Tht!

men dove into l.xholes,

WHENXN NO MORE ot~
were i e sl s

crudgir v el fam

wounded.” Sims said ho company strenglh that if the enemy

©'ms said: "'We were tak-
ing co-ualties trying to :;et
lo them. We ].xsl couldnt

Lowhich was pe.e
oy Fud to he re.
peetins AL d(‘
fensg Syl d
drew his poncho over 1 13
head and boorowed my pen-
Jiohn to road a deller Hom
nte wale Twice, he sav) -ﬂi
1i contents, chuct iy
tas mnu"; over a pa
and o relucanee,
i peck mto a siotl g
ATuskeegee lnmh "
alumm:\ Capt.
drac Toasead
plul" o Noae,” he i
“I've been oziven a [0
Lake m the Armel Foleed
I've heen treated and jeo-
motesd on yonomertle I
vaod «areer 7

\llmm 3 1 oenuld pet e
el e W
hi [EROHE

melnn@: [
[E war

it W paes

ihe fea @

FOR LUCK=—A I8! Casaliy Jeenpes
o Thoer e oo Na 1
e aed aporis en sl

ving card on helmel.
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STREAM CROSSING—Troops from
9th Cavalry, patrol dense jungles near Bong
port of the Lst Cavalry Division's Operation Thayer 11

WADING AFTER THE VIET CONG —
Platoon Sgf. James R Petergal of Puisburgh,
Pa.. leads m*n of A" Companv. 1st Battalon.
9th U. § Cavalry, through swirl:ag water in
a deep sorge wioae searching for @ Viet Cong
bace arca norl. of B Son .__‘-"u:nh Binh

the 1st Squadron, |
Son in sup-

By KENNETH
ARMSTRONG

LANDING ZONE CAT.
South Vietnara — “Thev've
out there, son - where "

Gesturing with his right
hand, scaitesizg ash lrom
his ever-pre-2nt cigar, the
wainmander of the st Air
Cavalry Division's 2d Bri-
fade, Col. M. J. Beren-
zweig. indicated the rolling
ma«if list-d on maps as the
Ciu Porg Mouniaine, and
%o added: “And we'l find
tiem before we leave.”

His Iean face sunburned.
the 50-vear old West Pointer
tan. “ag sioce with au-
thority and detr rminatian,
Tkere could be . doubt
who was boss of the brigade.

COL. BERENZWEIG and
his wife. Priseilla, list 110

|
|se
ih

(Photo by 1st CAV-I0) i

province of South Vietnam. Waterfalls and
sippery rock made the going dangerous. The
company took to tae gorge because of jungle
fenseness, but the gorge became r~o steep
and (hov wire furced to enler the jungle
=zun (AP Wirepholo)

Sgt. 1.C. Jesse Arrowood

Fountain Avenue, Glendalre,
a Cincinnati suburb, as their
home. They have twa chil-
dren, P'riseilia. 15, and Juhn,

___ THE PLAIN DEALER, WED?

Brigade Hasn’t Been Same

Since Ohioan Took Charge

19, the latter attending
Miami University.

His sister-in-law and her
husband, Dr. and Mrs. Wil-
liam M. Michener, live at
2803 Scarborough Road.
Cleveland Heights.

In the Pacilic in World
War I, the Colonel gar-
neved the Bronze Star and
the Legion of Merit. After
the war. he was on the
NATO stalf, and later he
was military secretary 1o
the chairman of the LS.
Joint Chiels of Stalf. Last
March he moved from the
I’entagon to South Vietnam
and took over the 2d Bri-
gade. It has never been the
same.

His headquarters is at
Landing Zone Cat. a rectan-
fular meadow in the jungle,

Cpl, Joseph E. Ulmer

we hovered over a treeless
knoll-part of the Chu Pong
complex -- sludded with
tents, bunkers, and mortor
and artillery emplacements
of the 1st Ballalion, 5th
Cavalry,

Spolting a pap on the
crowded hillside, the pilot
skilltully  landed, and im-
mediately the colonel was
out and hurryving to the bat-

. four miles cast of Cambed,
and 200 miles worth of
Saigon. vulnerable to attack.

NIGHTTIME STROL-
LING was discouraged.
Since I was the only news-
man with the brigade, the
colonel hospitably invited

ONE OF A SERIES

me to use a spare folding
col in his smail tent, and if
required. to leap into his
personal foxhole. | accepted.
It was definitely preferable
1o digging my own [oxhole
and sleeping in it all night.

Alter next morning’s
briefing. the colonel mo-
tioned to me and, referring
to a map, said:

“Here's whal's going on.
We believe the 32d and 33d
North Vietnamese regiments
were atlempting 1o encircle

 and attack Duc Co and Plei
+ Me, two U.S. Army Special
Forces” outposts, but we
- spoiled their plans by inter-
cepting them before they

" could start their altacks.

*“Now they're falling back
. in small groups, to reas-
| semble in their Chu Pong
! bases or in Cambodia. We're

“, trying to cut them oll before

_ they reach those hases,

: “THE QUESTION IS:
! which way will they go? To
| the south of Chi Pong.
; where we are right now?

Through the Chu Pong, try-

ing to cut belween our
: forces? Or to the north of
| the Chu Pong”

That’'s what we dun't
know, That's what we have
to find oul,

“IFrom the handbul of pris-
oners, we know this. some
have been in this area two
vears, They're tired.
They're beat. physically .nd
mentally. Their morale
extremely luw. and the pris-
o are  chirping  like
birds.

=1 think this js a great
apportunity  to really  hit
them, while they're weak-
ened. I we can destroy
them as fighting umits-~the

bad puys—we'll take the
pressure off Duc Co and
' Plai Me. and alse e
that they'll have o spend a
lot of time reergani..ng

“WITHE LUCK. we can
really foul up iliew Lime.
table lor the ligh plalcau.

' goine calling Want
In came aglong™™

Striding to s waiting
helicopter, we were shortly
alo[t, Below, artillery wes
liring. the pulfs fram their
muzles Joaking hke foggy
breaths on a cold Cleveland
morming,  as we  whirled
north o one of the brigads's
scattered battalions

Soun, oaderneath us was
e ungie - vast, seoreline
and mutnudating Occasmn.
ally. .t tinnned. revealing a
foor or elephant grass o
high that North Vielnamese
could eastly be ludden in

1 1L, undetectable frum above.
1 FIVE MILES (rom Cai,
O ot

@

talion der’s  tenl,
halfway up the ri
to know what succes
battalion was having in stir-
ring up North Vietnamese.

While they conferred, |
trudged up the hill to watch
artillerymen lob shell alter
shell inte suspecled junge
positions of the foe. Among
thuse slamming shells into
& 103-mm howitzer breech
was a Clevelander, Col.
Joseph E. Ulmer, 22. of
6310 Hawthorne Avenue.

“How's it going?" |
called.

“Prelly good. Yeslerday,
we hit some, and we'll gel
some more loday."”

NEARBY WAS anather
Clevelander. Sgi. Lc. Jesse |
Arrowood, 32, of 4312 Or- |

chard Avenue, an Army-
man 14 years bul a Viet-
nam greenhorn.

How's your outfit doing
so far?" [-asked.

“We've been doing good,
picking up POWs and dead
all along, and no one in our
outfit has really been hurl
yel.”

Alongside the helicopter,
the colonel was engrossed
in conversalion with one of
ol the prisoners Arrowood
has mentioned, and when |
approached he said: “This
one surrendered. waving
one of the safe conduct
passes we've been dropping
from the helicopters. He's
singing like a bird.

Ile was. too. The slight.
hungry POW had just fin-
ised two cans of C rations
and was sucking parlicles
from hetween his teeth as
he chattered.  Outwardiy, he
seemed healthy: but he ad-
milted that s unit was
shert of food and medicine,
and that morale was low

Sitting on the growd. the
happy prisuner was resting
s vight arm on the colo-
nel’s left z¢ hike an old
buddy, and was lingering on
the colonei’s map the luca-
tion of his home base, a lew
miles ine de Cambodia

EVEN TIH COLONIAL
snoled at bus unexpected la-
miliary.

Withoul prodding the
North Vietname-o paale
confessed he was glad (o be
out aof the v he had hid
s 10 - but he did have one
question of - the  colanel
Wl 1oget my manl resuw
Fadv in the prison camyp”
For twa vears, eser sinee [
came [rom North Vietnam,
mail delivery has bren very
had

Rehoaiding the b comter.
the colonel ordered the e
It to drop m on a company
weeping trals leading intn
the owams Wien we de-
harked, we deubled over o
ol smiperse anil ran ety
the pmgle. passmg men ot
the secul foree guand.ng
the makeshilt hehport
Tucked behind trees. bustics
and in Ue clephant grass.
the security foree could not
be seen unless they moved
or spoke. Il was ecrie ter-
ramn
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This well-cquipped solilier on |;elrnl with the 1st Cas. carrl
a hand grenade, smoke homh and rudlo—snd ou Lis helmet lie \.\':41::
a s;_ifmg of rosury beads and cruelfix, (UTL Radiophinlo)

ton, !
lef;

COURAGE APPRECIATED—Donald DeSimone of Lyndhurst proudly wears
wn-i  Bronze Star and receives a kiss from his mother, Mrs. Albert DeSimone.
scall smiles his approval at the Piutim[y_&::seml. Dover, where he was cited fi!

110} e |

= Cited for Heroism |

-y e

the, ” - . |

wn-Braved Cong Fire to Aid Wounded !
l§ R o e S i

dﬂi“"ﬂ Coveesponcent. ? held before hegiraiag his two

3 DOVER--Donald De Simone | ¥ears of sirtce.

rec! "

~gei of 273 Page Ave., Lendhurst. | “I{s and }'s twin brother,

H q ar'sl, an emplove of the
heet recerved the Army’s Brcs | ggie Farm ]nl:umnce Co.

f’:‘. Star for valor vesterday dur- ' Wane, vore rraduated from | !
‘3::: iny ceremomies at Piealinny ¢+ Lvndhurst High School in 1960, 1
ota! Arenal here, . Treir parents, Mr. and Mrs.

t Aibert De Simeme of Lynd-
1 .. hursl, also atiended the cere-
j machme operator for Vor-  mony.

ish: hota, Ine. at Garfield, was -
nn-: cited for herowm on Nov. 17, |

ar: 1865 while a member of tie ;
UK Ay in Vietiam ;

. The eoation read by Col

ved’ John 8, Chambers, Jr. arse- -

;
De Simons, 14, now an 10V E
I

]
wm| val commander, credited De ‘
i
t

Smone with exposing himsell '
ihc: 1o bostile gunfive without re.
¢ gavd for his personal safel
I‘hii wirlle serving as a mecy ¢
W0 aide, it
€4-1 D Simone w.s & member
e of Company D, 2nd Patta.on, i
¥ 7th Cavalry, st vear when i1
ter.! his unil encounter-d4 a sirong |
and force of Viet Cong soldirs.
, The encay atlack ‘h nifle and
~.1." moriar fire brought heavy
£X casualias o the Amencan .
H.. force. the eriation read. i
'
|

. However, De Simone b aved
6 the Tull brunt of gunire to '
Sr yender a1 0 the wounded |

1

£ W irectain

~an, ud 10 4 KEEPING LOAD BALANCED—Like a vallchoreo-  sides of their bl sopier o 1 ouptaint nri &2
" uon 1o hed dance troupe, members of U= Reconnais- So.. South Vittoani this wock, They oo
£ERDhE i ing for a Vietrong bie camp as pori of th i ¢
gn, Taluieed o the tn sance Company of the Ist Batlalion, 9th Cavelry. st g o 1
G- fast Moceh 39 Ne smone -

Cavalry (Airmobile) Division, pour out doors on Lvth

on Operation Thay r |

Cav. Chews Up Red's Lunch |

' Wietoam (10)—= Viet Cong cocking Fee near f ared ta direct the action and_;
of trenchies and bunkers “velay situation reporls as a Ist
Cav. infaniry team dropped m!oi‘f
d of hat viee. Chavlie gat d 1st Cav. Aeval a nearby Janding sone 1o« ceep,
£ meal of hot stesl—or at Rochet Arty, (ARA) gunsiips and " the area on rou"i and vlear out! -\
least the shahes and @ rough vase a pair of them raeed 1o the arca any remaining Ve, i
ol indigestion, ol it with rocket fire. -i Rrespunse v as 0 rimlrl_ that ppts[i .,_1;
The anou wis changed by pending (e ammo, the cavalry- | of rice were found still bl"mﬁ.f-.»
Army spotter pilots of the 22id men returned to base, rearm*d‘m oo fwres, i

Aviation Bn’s 1td Re Co., . and rame back shooting. The size af the beaten VC I'n'*t‘e"
teamed with ’Lu. A Ca More gun feams were called ' was estimared at two mmpam_es.!J
armed  chappers, ‘ac mownt.ag numbers of VO thought To have been assembling |11

One of the Bird Dog spotier pupped owt of the trenches, Mare:for a night atack en & nearhy‘n_‘ -
pilols had seen a small group of 'Bird Do+ were diverted lo the hamlel g e




