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Battalion CO Gets His Man

(EDITOR'S NOTE: Charles
Black, Enguirer military
writer, has returned home af-
ter four months in Viet Nam.
He was with men of the lat
Cavalry Division during
many of thelr recent enpage-
‘ments with Communist guer-
riflas, and his articles on the
war a3 he saw it will contin-
ue tn The gt daily.)

Without Drawing Pistol

in reply to a spate of sniper
bullets from tﬁ trees. S
Captares Prisoner

The gist of the message was
that Nix, the battalion com-
mander, had caplured a
North Vietnamese prisoner
and a machine gun.

When it came to my rather
belated attention that a bat-

By CHARLES BLACK
Enquirer Military Writer

Time moved like a speeded-
up movis film during the kind
of events which took place in
the area of South Viet Nam
where B and C Companies of
2nd Bo. (Airborne), 8th Cav-
alry were fighting.

Somehow a lot of people had
arrived on the landing zone
and had moved into the cov-
er of irees around the field.

Lt. Col. James Nix had
come in very early, for ex-
ample. T heard of hiz pres-
ence in a manner which seem-
ed perfectly ordinary at the
time but which is rather fan-
tastic pow that I think of it.

A radio message came in
from someplace and I heard
it on the speaker of the PRC25
located in the brush below me.
1 was lying on my stomach
with the reconnaissance pla-
toon riflemen who were firing
over the top of a steep bank

Charles Black
Reports

talion commander tied in that
personally to a fight isn't
quite the ordinsry event of
the day, the firing had died
again and ‘my recon friends
were pushing on out inta the
brush on a sweep to clear the
area of any further resis-
tance.

I saw some men around a
small, frightened North
Vietnamese soldier wearing
his long - sleeved gray khaki
shirt and sandals cut out of
truck tire rubber. He was tied
to a tree and a big, swealing
sergeant was looking at him
as if he couldn't believe a
man that small could be so
much trouble in a fight.

“That’s the colonel's man,”
he told me.

Sees Machine Gun

S-Sgt. Richard Jones told
me Nix had prowled along
the creek bank and “saw a
light machine gun. When he
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pulled the brush back and took
another look, that North Viet-
namese soldier was on the
other end of it!"

Nix, who came along then,
joked about it.

“] saw this Little guy with
the big machine gun,” he said.
"' grabbed for my .45 and the
holster flap stuck. All I could
think of to do was to throw
up my hand and holler
'‘HALT! just as loud as I
could.

“He threw up his hand, just
like I did, 2nd hollered
‘HALT!" right back and hand-
ed me the machine gun,” he
grinned. “To tell you the
truth, I waso’t certain who
had captured who for a sec-
ond there.”

Carrall Arrives

Maj. Anthony Carroll, who
had brought me into the area,
suddenly showed up on a wave

ly. Everybody scattered and

hit cover again. Som

was on the radio telling Car-

roll “there’s fire down here!

full off, they're firing on the
z"

The little OHIZ didn't
swerve, It dived into a land-
ing and Carroll got out and
dashed across the field, grin-
ning.

“No sense in giving them
a second shot at :fa," he

(Continged on Page 7, Col. §)

CO Gets

Prisoner

(Continued from Page 1)

said, "I was already here.
Why turn around and go back
and do it all over again?”
We crouched in some brush
and listened to the firing and
then my friends from the re-
con' platoon opened up and
there was a sudden silence.
The radio brought word of
the fate of three PAYNs.
“Five of them tried to get
away,” the speaker said. “We
got them in that little clear-
ing where they hit us yester-
day. Three of them down.
We're going on after them and
sweep out along that creek.”
Walk in Brush
Carroll and 1 skirted around
the landing zone, keeping in
the brush because the sniper
fire was still coming from
other directions, and walked
along & little trail littered
with  equipment and beaten
down by the passage of

troops. :

We passed eight American
bodies in a little opening in
the woods, big men lying
guietly with grim-faced boys
arranging ponchos so they
could carry them to the heli-
copter landing zome. They
were in a lifile circle, the
ground around them littered
with empty shells from their
M-16s.

“The others pulled back to
that creek and fought,” a
grimy-faced PFC said. '"There
were just three guys shooting
in here when the PAVNs fin-
ally broke off their attack.
Just three guys and they ran
off what must have beea a
company.”

The creek was only 10
yerds from the bodies of the
Gls, and it also was littered
with empty brass. There were
two more American bodies
there, covered with ponchos.

" Counts Bodies

In a circle around the Iittle
fleld, T counted 47 PAVN bod-
{es without walking from the
American firing position.
They were crumpled in twos
and threes, some in the open,
some in tall grass. All had
good camouflage, a little bam-
boo frame tied to their back
filled with twigs which made
them hard to see in the wood-
ed battle zone,

“There's another hundred of
them scattered between here

and Charlie Comprw,’f”!?l}_e_ .,

i

B

PFC said. “Charlie Company

is off to the right about 200
meters, but it ain't healthy to
walk over there just yet.
They're still mopping up."”

1 hate the scene of a fight
the day after it is over, and
this one suddenly crashed in
on me hard, There is a smell
of smoke, burned gasoline and
death, and it seems as if the
ground has been torn up and
dirtied, 1 walked away with-
out going in any further and
traced out the line of PAVN
holes =nd fighting positions
along another treek,

The positions formed a big

{riangle. There seemed to be |

a concentration of about a
company at each point of the

triangle, with individual fight- '

ing holes dug in along be-
tween these strong points.
However a unit approached
the position, it
advantage of concealment
and local terrain, and if an as-
sault smashed through the
thin fighting line it was caught
between at least two of the
heevily dug-in perimeter de-
fense setups.
High Praise

There can't be any higher
praise of Nix's outfit than to
say that Bravo and Charlie
Companies assaulted those
positions, fought off the coun-
terattacks, and forced a dug-
in battalion with dgwd ‘weap-
ons and every advantage of
terrain to run away and face
the artillery and air bombard-
ment which surrounded the
entire area.

The creek bank was littered
with packs and equipment.
The PAVNs had left their
good rucksacks, better and
handier than American car-
rying equipment, filled with
riew clothing and gear.

had  the |

18 yan ues
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Cavalry Dashes In Sky
~Thanks To Gavin

By RALPH MeGILL
An old cavalry horse—34 years old—is being kept
in comfort and ease—a sort of souvenir of the old
days and the old ways. In the highlands of Viet Nam
the 1st Cavalry Division is doing a superb job ot
stopping Viet Cong forces. The helicopter enables the
troopers to bave mobility undreamed of in the years

before the choppers were developed.

The cavalry charge in battle ¢

must have been one of the
most dream-filled sc enes

day afternoons to watch the
famous 5th Cavalry
at drill. The drills often closed
with a charge, the cavalrymen
Jeaning over their saddles with
sabres extended. To see them
coming, to hear the thud of the
many shod feet, and to hear
the yells of the troopers was
a thrill that requires ne
memory pill to bring it back.
MODERN WEAPONS,
including the tank, made
cavalry obsolete. But the
modern cavalry units are even
more affective than the old.
Hellcopter development was
spurred by performances in
the Korean War. The big egg
beaters of today dwarf and
outperform those that proved
so dependable in many opera-

‘tions on that distant penin-

sufa.
Viet Nam's jungles, its delta

food was p
were thrown away and made a
big pile now as the U. S. para-
troopers kept carrying them
in. Prisoners were hustled in
from the woods, some wound-
ed and some just ready to
quit.

e}

ps, its vast buffalo-grass
“hells" present a problem that
only helicopters can solve, The
1st Cavalry Division can put
troopers. where a horse troop
could never go. A flight of
helicopters against the sky or
flying low over the vast
stretches of canal-cut delta
land offers a dream
matches that of the old
charge.
Nathan Bedford Forrest, one
of the great cavalrymen of all
time, said that the secret of

victory in battle was “getting

imaginable, The writer recalls -

riding & bicycle out to rustic =
Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on Sun-

Regiment

GEN. JAMES GAVIN
“Army's Box Of Brains”

there fustest first with the
most mostest.” The forces
with the most fire power
usually win.

‘THIS REPORT recalls a talk
in a NATO office at Maples,
Italy, in 1952, The officer
being interviewed was Gen.
James Gavin. (Admiring asso-
ciates called him “The Army’s
Box of Brains.”) His job was
to reorganize the Army along
the lines of getting there first
with the most. He had plans

" then for helicopter cavalry. He

was pushing planners to come
1 big aircraft troop car-
riers that could land on short
runway. He talked of missile
and rocket uses.

Gen. Gavin wag one of our
eminent military planning
geniuses as well as a superb
combat soldier and division
commander. He resigned in
1958 in protest against the
almost incredible stupidities of
Charles E. Wilson, then secre-
tery of defense. Wilson was
against experiment and
change. He blocked research.
He held up missile develop-
ment.

SHORTLY AFTER Gavin's
retirement the Russians put
their first sputnik in the sky.
A stunned Defense Depart-
ment reversed itself and or-
dered work to be resumed on
the missile “family” Gen.
Gavin had begun.

The present secretary of
defense, Robert McNamara, is
unpopular in some circles be-
cause he gets things done. He
has been called the father of
modern Army. Gen. Gavin
would not begrudge him that
honor. Secretary McMNamara
has cleaned out the debris of
delay that for vears had stag-
nated military development.
But he, too, would be the first
to say that the planning done
by Gen. Gavin made it easier
for him to get the cavalry in
the sky.
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copters In two
on the left, was Eghting hard to
dhold off the Viet Cong and
trying to unibe its elements.

The first

buzzed. Two wounded men dmd
So did a Vietnumene infant hit
in the fighting

The Ist Battalion of the 12th
Regiment, with the aid of air
power, carried the tree line,

@he Washington Post

regulars In the Ia Drang Valley
lf:st Number They droppe 1

om icopters  separate
Friday inbo heavy contact witi
Viet Cong companies,

charges. That bunch fell right in
on us." After that there were no
more short rounds,

Copter Draws Fire
Lt. Col. Robert McDadefN&v;
2nd Baftta]mu, arrived by heli-
pt. (copler to direct the two compa-

JnelSusdimsOomwallBr:demeSHmuhﬂp was hit
Conn., estabhshedhxscnmmaid e & .4

Plane Crash Kills Many
One of the Amerioan units
had suffered the loss of 42 m
and its mortar support In the
crash of =&

Tuesday that also killed the
transport’s four U.S. Air Foree
crewmen, Grenadiers using the
shotgunlike M79 grenade
launchers fried to make up the,
difference.

The action was part of a
probe called Operation Masher.

By Saturday night the Amerd-
cans had counted 159 Viet Cong
dead and captured 50, most of
them wounded. Seized

nist weapons included an an-

— aesuge

-On 'Highway of Death’

atbempt to clear away snipers
and move across an old Viet-jup
namese graveyard to a line of

away., But the attempt was
futile, Every try was beaten
back with furious blasts of fire.

of American air power here
except some sirikes by the
divisions

Hgsemtmnpmolslnm

trees ' about 300 yards

Heavy rain prevented the use

:;‘mt Cong fire when it

lown but made ¥ away safely,
Using his command radio, Me-

Dade began a

to link
the <‘1ur14i.edt:,lg:x.;ﬁ'g A polid

defensive  line was finally
formed af 3 a.m.
A helicopter on 2 supply

mission was shot down by
machinegon  fire. Iis
escaped mminjured and joined in
ﬂlenpenmatar defense, ¥

crew

need of rein-

helicopter  rocket!

e nv

esperately In
forcements, McDade called for

Red Ambush Foiled

WasHington Hews

by ¢ JAN 1968

SAIGON, Jan 26 (UPD — First
: Davalry Division troops,
sweeping Viel Nam's “Highway .
of Death” in & major operation,
used jeep-mounted radar today
to foil a communist ambush
attempt.

About 100 guerillas tried to
stage the ambush on North-
South Highway 1 near An
Duong, 300 miles northeast of
Saigon. It is a favorite ambush
target for the Reds and marks
the first time U.S. troops have
been along this section of the
highway north of Qui Nhon,
wheve the rad tapers off into
a trail.

The Ca:alrymen used “'pipsy’”
radar, & scanning device that
can locate a hiding soldier two
miles away, and quickly called
for air support. A squadron of
helicopters  blasted the Viet
Cong positions and the ground
troops abtacked.

9 COPTERS HIT

Four guerillas were killed, 10
caplured and the resl fled. Nine
ol the American helicopters
wore hit' by communist ground
fire but none was shot down.

The Cavalrymen uncovered
a huge wnonel and found 200
unarmed women and children
hiding inside. The GIs also found

a four-n cache of rice.
Numerous small caves also
were lound.

Spokesmen in Saigon today

reported 21 Amerleans killed in
action last week and 193
wounded. The Allies lost a total
of 245 men killed in action
against 408 for the Viet Cong. It
was the lowest figure reported
for the Reds in 19 weoks.

A Vietnamese government
spokesman said today hard-core
Viet Cong . guerillas have
virtually disappeared from the
battlefront. He said that in the
past week only part-time

Jeep Radar Force

35 Viet Cong wer killed and 340
“buildings" destroyed.

A Marine palrol west of the
Da Nang airbase engaged in a
“heavy" firefight last night.
QOne Viet Cong was killed but
the 10-man Leatherneck unit
suffered ““moderate”, casulaties. *,

guerilla forces had engaged the .

allies.
B.i?s STRIKE

U.S. Air Force B-52 bombers
from Guam today pounded a
Viet Cong supply and staging
area near the QCambodian
border.

A tersorist loday tossed &
hand grenade at a US. jeep
near Saigon's Tan Son Nhut
Airport. The driver swerved out
of the way and crashed inbo a
pole, esoaping unhurt.

A Viet Cong assassination
squad yestorday raided the
Chanh Thanh hamlet 15 miles
north of Saigon and killed the
hamlet chief. At Binh Chanh, 10
miles southeast of the capital, a
government youth worker was
kidnaped by another terrorist
team.

American pilots flew 414
combat sorties yesterday over
South Viet Nam. An estimated

& ey

47 Gls Die
In Vietnam

AF Crash

Cause Unecertain;
Troop Transport
Had Left Ankhe

From News Dispatches
SAIGON, Jan. 25 (Tues-|
day)—A U.S. Air Force;
C-123 transport plane with,
47 Americans aboard
crashed and burned early
today shortly after takeoff
from a base in the centra!\
highlands, killing all aboard

The cause of the.crash was
not immediately known but a'
U.S. military spokesman saidj
the weather: was marginal for,
flying.

The victims included 43 mcnl
from the Seventh Cavalry|
Regiment and four crewmenl
The plane had just taken off
from the big US. base at|
Ankhe and was carrying the
troops to a nearby stnglng
area,

Earlier, -Vietcong guemllas
rained 42 martar shells on the|
sprawling U.S. Marine base atj
Danang and nearby Marble
Mountain, killing three Amer
icans.

Two Vietnamese soldiers
also were killed, a U.S. mili-,
tary spokesman said, and 95[
persons were wounded — 11!
Americans, 11 Vietnamese
soldiers and 3 Vietnamese
civilians.

He said no planes were hit
and there were no fires al-
though 8 to 10 rounds of mor-
tar fire fell in a =one that in.
cluded an oil and gasoline
storage area, Several trucks,
other vehicles and a mobile
crane were damaced. he said.

The Americans killed were
two Marines and one air po-
liceman. The air policeman
died from a direct mortar
| round near the flight line.
One of the Marines killed was
a mortarman on duty at the
Seabee mobile construction
battalion encampment across
the Han River from the main
airbase.

The hit-and-run mortar bar-
rage lasted only 15 minutes,
the U.S. spokesman said. No
small arms fire was reported
from the guerrillas and they
! made no effort to send demo-'

See VIETNAM, A7, Col, 1
lition “teams into e sprawk
ing complex.

Marine helicopters took off
from the base, 385 miles north
of Saigon, to hunt the attack-

ers.

Earlier, U.S,, South Vietnam-
ese, South Korean, Australian
and New Zealand forces
launched what were described
as major search and destroy
operations, but few details
were given. All forces reported
little initial contact with the
Communists.

‘With the expiration of the
3%-day allied lunar New Year
truce at 8 p.m. Sunday, U.S.
Air Foree planes went into ac-
tion and struck a major Viet-
cong encampment near the
provincial capital of Cantho,
about 80 miles southwest of
Saigon. A spokesman said no.
planes were lost. |

A forward air controller es-|
timated 190 Communists were
killed. A U.S. spokesman said’
the planes destroyed 30 build-
ings, damaged 35 and tnuched'
off an explosion that cuuld.
have been a fuel or ammumi
tion dump.

The Vietcn s ralsed a new
threat to U.S. prisoners. A
broadcast said the United
States and South Vietnam
would “have to bear full re-
sponsibility” if they imprison.
ed or executed three terrorists
arrested Jan. 7 with 285 pounds
of explosives near Saigon.
They were plotting to bomb a
U.8. Army billet in Saigon,
Vietnamese police said,

The Commhunists issued
similar warnings last year,
then announced they had shot
three U.S. prisoners in repri.
sal for executions by South!
Vietnam. They are known to
hold at least 22 Americans.

News agencies reported |
these other developments in |
Vietnam:

¢ The bombing

pause
against North Vietnam entered
its 33d day. Peking sneered
at the cessation of air attacks:
as “a ridiculous farce.” !

¢ American military author-
ities disclosed yesterday that

& US. Navy antisubmarine
plane disappeared Saturday
while on patrol off the coast
of Vietnam. A spokesman said
that what happened to the
plane is a “mystery.” He add-
ed, however, that “its disap-
pearance coincided with a
claim by Radio Hanoi that an
American plane had been shot
down in the area”

® Intelligence sources in
Saigon revesled that approxi-
mately 10,000 men. the equiva-
lent of a full division of North
Vietnamese regulars, are con-
centrated in an area along the
Laotian “order, no more than
20 m' . north of the 17th
parallel, Tlobert 5. Elegant of
the Los Anu:’ Times re-
ported yesterday. The troops
have moved into position near:
one of the northern terminals
of the Ho Chi Minh Trail dur-}
ing the past 3% weeks, taking;
advantage of the halt in bomb-
ings against the North, Ele-’
gant said intelligence sources;
point out that North Viet.!
namese regulars now in the!
South number in excess of 20,
000 men,

¢ Two French television
newsmen, Michel Henorin, 32.
and Michel Parbot, 27, said
yesterday they were held by
the Vietcong for 27 hours and
escaped when it appeared they
might be executed. The two
said they overpowered their
guard, took his weapon and
drove wildly over a back road
until they reached a govern-
ment base.
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’Copier Passenger Slightly Nervous

(EDITOR’S NOTE: Charles
Black, Enquirer military
writer, has returned home
after four months in Viet
Nam. He was with men of
the 1st Cavalry Division dur-
ing meny of their recent
engagements with Commun-
ist guerrillas, and his articles
on the war as he saw it will

| continue in The Enquirer
daily.)

£ 6 JAN.1968

By CHARLES BLACK
Enguirer Military Writer

1 left the Catecka Tea Planta-
tion for ome last leok at the
First Brigade's share of the Plei
Me campaign even as Col
Thomas Brown, commander of
the Third Brigade, and Lt. Col.
Harlowe Clark, commander of
the First Brigade, were confer-

.ring over an operations map.
Joe Gallaway i

flying through the trees, and I

of United
Press International had achiev-
ed a ride with Lt. Col. John B.
Stockton in his command ship,
decorated with four machine
guns because Lt. Col. Steckion
likes to pursue a hobby while|

got aboard with Sgt. Maj. Law-
rence Kennedy and Sp5 Steve
Lannigan, constant companions
of the First Squadron Ninth
Cavalry’s commander.

A third newsman, a photog-
rapher who had newly arrived
in the country, came over and
asked if he could join the group.
While room was being made

Charles Black
Reports

for him Vo Hynn, NBC-TV pho-
tographer, and Robin Mannock,
the goateed Associated Press
representative,  spotted  the
group and came over.
Somehow, the helicopter had
become so crowded with the
gathering clan of reporters
and photographers that an
additonal chopper had to be
put igte the fleet, this one
ft‘é&;wn by CWO Johan Golden-
n.

Sp4 Reginald McTerr was

handling an M-16 rifle in the
door of this craft and there was
also a full set of machine guns
mounted. The new photograph-

er joined Gallaway, Hynn (an
imperturbable Vietnamese) and
myself in the second ship.

“'Since you want ip take some
pictures of the area, you ride on
the outside. I'll loosen the strap
for you so you can lean out,”
McTerr said to 'the new
man.

CWO  Goldenfein
around and grinned.

“Low and green! We'll shoot
some contours for you and see
what we stir up,” he said.

He shot some contours. He
contoured the trunks of trees
and careened through branch-
es, banking the UHIB heli-
copter as if it were a fighter
plane.

“Weleome back to the Caval-
ry, Charlie,” he shouted over
his shoulder, topping a rise in
the ground hy inches and hur-

turned

riedly slamming the chopper to-|

ward a minute opening between
some towering irees which ap-
peared on the other side.

It was good, honest 1st Cav-
alry style flying, but even
though I was a fairly harden-

(Continued on Page 3, Col. 1)

RADAR FOILS AMBU

movements two miles away, It can be used on ground
or on vehicles.

*Copter Passenger Slightly N ervous

(Continwed from Page I)
ed veteran it was exhilerating
and I feit like giving cow-
Eand whoeps and slapping my
hat on the Huey's flanks.

such visages.
I have seen him shot at with

M-60 machine guns right out-
slde the open door by him
had opened wp all at once
and the wild chain of noise
e from them was swept into the
The effect on Vo Hynn was| poor man’s ears all in a jolt.
surprising, more, it was almost| It was loo much for him. He
ing. almost clambered over Gall-

Vo Hynn is possessed of one| away at one point trying to

. of the most inscrutable poker| get to the cemter portion of | o
. faces in an Orient renowned for| the helicopter but the loose
belt kept snapping him back.
een I b Gallaway finally got him| for the
no change in his expression and|ogimed down enough to sit in

wings if

the old

have seen him win a respect- his seat again and jerked the| er's fac

able pot in a 25-cent limit poker |\ %oy ory ' vight, Very firm.

He got

game without a flicker showing ly, and then offered to bribe me|we were

in his eyes even though I knew
he had bluffed his way through.
A man who can conceal his

stances, who does not

to change places with him.
“This guy is either going to

feelings under those circum-|make a nervous wreck out of

give|me or cripple me!

He has| It was

even a hint of nervousoess on|yelled in my ear until 'm deaf |for him

the one hand or triumph onjand my right arm feels like it
other, and who suddenly|has been sprained,” he yelled,

I told him that any good air-|highway
line stewardess was able tofridden a
‘an absolute last resort!

the
beams a big white grin at you|
bas to bave reason.

The reason I found when I|handle small ne-vous tensions

looked at our 4

0 photographer
friend.

He had come to South Viet
Nam on a wave of publicity con-
cerning his exploits on other
risky assignments, but this was
his very first helicoper ride and
he was getting the full course
with appetizers and garnish,

He had three cameras fying
around kds meck in abandos-
ed disarray and one Rand
ciutching the helicopter ceil-
ing while the other was clench-
ed on the squirming arm of
poor Gallaway.

He was shouting in Galla-
way's ear as the UPI reporter
tried vainly to release the grip
:J_n his arm and restore circula.|
fon.

““Tell them to stop this thing!
Tell them I came here to take
pictures, nof to fight their war!
Get this thing down,” he was

screaming.

Gallaway tried to placate him
by pointing to various memor-
able scenes which flashed by a
few feet below.

“That is the Plei Me Special
Forces camp right there, no it's
back there now, no it's up front
now. . .nuts. . .turn loose of
my arm! Look, this is the way
to fly in these things come
on, turn loose,” Gallaway w a s
shouting back.

Vo Hynn looked politely out
the other side of the helicopter
as the landscape swept by or
sometimes around us. He made|
a magnificent effort and con-
cealed his grin. His shoulders
kept shaking, however.

He leaned over to me.

“Some people are very nerv-
ous in here,” he said gravely.

A startled man with 2 rifle,
plodding along a path mear a
Montagnard village, threw
one wild shot at our chopper
28 we swept by. The advan-
tage of flying low in forested
and rough comtry came to
me

He had actually not seen the,
helicopters until they were over
him and when he fired theyi
were already zipping through|
trees ahead of him and his bul-
let didn’t have a chance.

The two helicopters, both heav-
ily equipped to enter into duels
of this kind, went back after
him, I missed what happened
because of & horrendous scream!
from our photographer friend.
I thought possibly he had been
wounded in an especially sen-
sitive portion of his body, in
fact, and was worried. P

What happened was that the

among the passengers and that,
he would have to turn in his

he didn't get his side

of thre helicopter calmed down
enough for a landing. H
We got back to Catecka fl- '
nally and I still dida’t know :
the outcome of the shooting—
it turned out the VC was ldll.l
— or have very many
memories of that swing over

batilegrommds except
green of jungle and

the green of the photograph-

2.
out of the helicopter,
riding it on to Pleiku

but he turned down our invita-,
tion, and said that he would
try to catch a jeep.

a very brave thing to!
to do. The Viet Cong

had been busy exploding land
mines just south of us on the!

and I wouldnt have
feep down it except as

Radar on Jeeps

’

Spots Cong Ambush

Bv RAY F, HERNDON

United Pres:

4 Internstlonal

SAIGON — U.S. 1st Cavalry|the paved road has deteriorat-

troops  using
radar foiled a Viet Cong am-

jeep - mounted ed into little more than a dirt

trail with chunks of concrete

'h\{sh Wednesday along the(lying about. Every bridge has
“highway of death” and sent|been blown up by the Viet

the Communists reeling back|
after a fierce battle,

Cong and many detours have
to be made, 5

The operation was kicked off

‘The_clash broke out during Monday but could not be dis-

2 major new multi-battalion
operation by air cavalrymen
some 300 miles northeast of
Saigon.

An estimated 100 communist
troops had set up ambush posi-
tions along both sides of High-
way One, called the “highway
of death” because of the many
communis{ ambushes along it.

American cavalrymen spotled
the communist ambush with

thei_r “pipsy” radar mounted
on jeeps—the scanning device!

closed until Wednesday for se-
curity reasons,

The American cavalrymen
were alerted for ambushes
along the road and every so
often the radar jeep would
stop, take a reading and then
_report that a group of persons
was a mile or two up the road.
I Even hefore the cavalrymen
:left their base camp at An Khe
they had practiced ambush
When  they finally
seals were

talerts,
‘moved out, the

that can pick out people up toitaken out of th
: A 1 | e (rucks so t
-wo miles away. They immedi-{men had to stand, facing mﬂf

utely called in air support.

Communist ground fire was
% intense that nine helicop-
ters were hit, but none of them
was shot down.

As  the air cavalrymen
smashed in on the heels of the
aerial attack, the Communists
reeled back from the highway
on both sides.

Four Viet Cong were killed
and 10 suspecls captured, The
cavalrymen also captured four!
tons of rice and uncovered al
;‘mge tunnel in the area where'
200 wumen and children were;
hiding. None of the civilians
was harmed.

’I’t_m new action ecalled “Op-
eration Masher” marked the

ward, with their guns ready,

Near Da Nang, a Viet Cong
patrol unit walked right into
a U.S, Marine ambush just 500
yards west of the big Marine
Seabee installation at Da Nang
East. The Marines opened up
with heavy small arms fire and
lightcd the ambush area with
flare. They killed an estimated
six Viet Cong and wounded an-
other.

Off the South China Coact
U.S. 7th Fleet warships poured
hundreds of rounds of shells
into Viet Cong insiallations in
the central highland and delta
areas of South Vie. Nam. Spot-
ters reported nearly 100 Com-
munist structures destroyed or

first time American troops had{damaged by the fire from the

been along this section of thel
national highway, At present'

R —

Buns of the destroyers Shelton,
Higbee and Ernest G. Small,

- m— -



Reporter

(EDITOR’S NOTE: Charles
Black, Enquirer military
writer, has returned home
after four months in Viet
Nam. He was with men of
the 1st Cavalry Division dur-
ing . any of their recent
engagements w.th Commun-
ist guerrillas, and his articles
on the war as he saw it will

s

Giv

27 JAN 1366
Capt. Coleman, who alse
weighs 265 or so, wears an ap-

propriate size boot — 14% {o

be exact.

Despite the fact that bools
were being sent to the division
in adequate numbers to replace
the ones rotted away by jungle
dampness, the U. 8. Army log-

coriinue in The Enquirer
daily.)
*® &
BY CHARLES BLACK
Enquirer Military Writer

At Camp Holloway, Capt. J. D.

. Charles Black
Reports

istical system hadn’t properly|
planned for Capl. Coleman’s ar-
rival. When his boots wore out,

Coleman, the towering assist

to Maj. Chuck Siler in the 1st
Cavalry Division’s Public In-
{formation Office, spotted me as
I got off a chopper.

It was easy for him to do. He
is about six feet six in his stock-
ing feet and his stocking feel
were one of the local conversa-

there just weren't any that big|
in all South Viet Nam.
Correspondents and interested
Army friends had prowled every
conceivable source of supply in
search of boots size 14':. Since
the average Vietnamese man
wears size 5': or six there
aren’t many substitutes avail-

tional topics in Viet Nam when|
I was there.

able from the local economy, ei-

i n “Mili.t—ary_B—rieﬁng

Capt. Coleman had taped the|
flapping soles of his last pair of
boots to the uppers but the sup-
ply of green tape was also run-
ning low on my last visit with
him,

This lime he swaggered up
in a pair of juagle boots
which looked as if they
had heen left over from the ;
French adventure in this land.
They were brown, had buckles
and bright green canvas up-
pers — and they were big.

“‘Maj. Siler found them down
in Saigon someplace. How do
you like them?" Capt. Coleman
asked.

He was obviously proud of
them and he was also abouf
twice as big as anybody in the
group of correspondents who had
just alighted, so we all stood
around and admired them for
him. There was quite a bit to
admire and I almost overdid it

ther.

walking around and the

green and brown construction

projects from various angle..
“They look like alligator:, two

big, live alligators,” I told him. '
He repaid the comment with !

! considerahle interest by in-

On Today’s
Editorial Page ll

— Revolts in Africa seem
to be catehing the U. S. State
Department by surprise. The

question is: Wh:? The lead §

editorial offers a possible an-
swer.

— Millard Grimes writes
about Gov. Sanders and the &
“senator game.”

— Joseph Alsop is back in
Saigon and finds that the
peace offensive has produced
confusion and loss of morale.

forming me that my presence
was requested as a member
of a bricling team which was
going to Saigon to tell interest-
ed persons — including the
press corps — about the Plei

Me campaign to that date.

“Jt i+ a liltle unusual for a
reporter to be put on assign-
ment as part of a briefing team,
but you're invited on the offi-
.cial roster. T hope that Saigon
press corps goes after rou,
itoo,” Capt. Coleman told me
kindly.

1 accepted Lhe invitation, since
|it was delivered by him, as a
\vast education to me. I had not
realized until this time how
many jougnalists are actually
in South Viet Nam,

The little club of men who
showed up out in the wilder-
ness — men such as Horst
Faas and Peter Arnett of As-
sociated Press and others
whom I have named, as well

-Repﬁqrﬂter Aids

as some whom I haven'i —
are only a representalive
fraction of those who seldom
venture there.

LL. Col. Harlowe Clark, com-

ficers e plained
rules of these affairs.
mainly concerned time and not|
losing one’s temper, as I re-

det of the First Brigade, his
battalion commanders and their
executive officers and myself
got there on a Caribou piloted
by Capt. James Lybrand and
CWO Bill Combs with a repre-
sentative display of caplured
weapons between our feel.

We were picked up at Tan Son
Nhut air terminal and taken to|
one of the guarded “R and R"
(rest and recreation) hotels, the
Myerkord, where we left our
gear and then went almost di-
rectly to the famous ‘five
o'clock briefing.”

There was one other stop dur-
ing which public information of-
the ground
They

member. Be brief and be sweet,
seemed to be the idea of it all.
The officer who gave the lec-
ture seemed embarrassed to be
telling a correspondent how to

Markets At A Glance
NEW YORK (AP) —

Stocks — Mixcd;  heavy

trading.
Bonds — Mixed.
Cotlon — Higher.
CHICAGO:

Wheat — Weak; active liqui-
dation.

Corn — Steady to easier; li-
quidation.

Qats — Weak; liquidation;

Soybeans — Weak; liquida-
tion.

Hogs—25 to mostly 50 cents

deal with correspondents.

The beiefing takes place in
an auditorium in the U. §. In-
formation  Service Lincoln
Memorial Library. Marine
guards check the correspon-
dents in, studying their cre-
dentials with the care Marine
guards always use whether
they know you or nof. There
were almost 300 men and
women in the rows of seats
by 5 p.m. with some standing
up in the back.

An Air Force officer came
down the aisle handing out mim-
eographed sheets of paper. The

ink was very blurred on mine.
A lieutenant colonel stood up on
the stage and pointed to num-
bers on a big map and read the
items on the mimeographed pa-

UNDER FIRE—Two members of

hel-

{copter medical crew race to recover

lower; top $28.75.
to 50 cents lower; top $20.25.

Slaughter steers — Steady

(Ci

per. He only missed pointing to
the correctly numbered spot

d on Page 8, Col. T)

in Briefing

(Continved from Page 1)

fwice, ;avhich was fairly impres-
‘ive to me.

| There was a long list of Air
Force sorties, numbers of

bombs dropped, and estimates
of damage done from these
bombs. Many of those reports

The damage to the pagudel

near Da Nang had been mainly
confined to some scrawls on the
wall, soiling of the floor and &
statue of Buddha imocked over,
I was told.

1 asked if a good scrubbing and

— [ can't remember exactly
whal it was he wanted to know
about but I will always remem-
ber the tremendous effort of his
search for il al the five o'clock
briefing.

Li. Col. Clerk teok his turn
on the stage then and I per-

said things such as "45 VC|a louch of repair wouldn't suf-! formed my personal mission
:structures destroyed and 38 (fice — most of the pagodas I've| for him. 1 was supposed to

dam~ged.”

seen could stand both, anyway

keep track of how many times

1 remembered the bamboo _ hyt the reporter in the front| he slipped up and used 2
camps 1 had heiped touch off |,y nad the full attention of the  swear word. Infantrymen In
with cigareite lighters and lhrjefing officers and my ques- the boondocks occasionally in-
wanted to ask if the VC struc- |tion got lost in the shuffle.

tures were different than’

those, hut since | was on ihe

briefing team 1 felt it wounldn't
he fair play to join the other
team.

A report had vome in during
the day that 27 South Vietnam-
ese men and women had been
slaughtered by Viet Cong in a
raid on a Buddhist pagoda
southwest of Saigon because the
_peasants had been working on
a government canal which would
help local sanitation, aid local
‘farmers and provide transpor-
tation for them. This one went by
with only cursory questions.

A report that a bonze in a'
temple near Da Nang had threat«
ened to burn himself in order to'

protest a “‘desecration” of a pa-
goda there drew instant fire
from some reporter in a front
seal, however.

1t seemed that an elderly man
in the area had said thal he
“thought” he had seen a U. S.
Marine leave the pagoda in the
early morning and the protest

The wrangling over the des-

ecrated pagoda went on and
on until some reporter with a
heavy German accent sudden-
1y burst in and asked if it were
troe that *‘the Buddhisis in the
Da Nang area have launched
a snbmarine fleet to attack
the Seventh Fleet in protest”
and somebody else asked if
“the Rhade (2 rebeilious Mon-
tagnard tribe) had protested
yet, since everybody else
seems to have something o
say on this,”” With this the
subject was closed. (I believe
the last guestions had humor-
ous intent but one is mever
sure at these briefings.)

Nobody ever printed a storv
on it that saw, come to
think of it, it just took 45 min-
utes to get it over with and the
entire episode seemed peculiarly
typical of things in Saigon.

The hriefing officer then

I underwent some very search-
ing questions on another item

from the Buddhist elders had from Joe Freed. the New
been stringent and apparently York Daily News réporter
addressed to all comers. The, whe has become a legend in
reporter seemed quite incensed Salgon becanse he has never

over this occurrence.
1 became fairly upselt my-
<ell when I found that some-
body had promised the U. §.
would baild 2 new pagoda for
themr — whether an Ameri-
can was st fault or mot. ap-

. parenily.

1 went so far as to ask wheth-
er the slaughter of innocent
-peasants by the VC in the other
ipagoda was also an act of des-
ecration. So far as the informa-
‘tion available indicated it was-
n't.

i left i in his three years .in
South Viet Nam exeepl under
extreme circumslances.

| (Once an airplane he was re-

[turning to Soulh Viet Nam

laboard after a vacation was
forced 1o land at Bien Hoa.
abowt 16 miles away, for ex-

‘ample.)

Freed has beeome very ex-
pert at grilling suspects as Lhey
climb onto the stage at the brief-
ings. He was quite relentless in
his pursuil of some nugget of
{fact on this parlicular afterncon

dulge In mild expletives and

l they may lapse info them on
public occasions when sud-
denly jerked back.into civiliz-
ed surroundings.

He did nobly both on thal
chore and in his crifique of whal
his brigade had done.

The greatest complimen!
which could be paid him in
(fact come from a reporter near
ime who apparently lived from
ione five o'clock briefing to the
next and considered himsell an
aficionado.

“Now [ believe that man.
He is giving straight informa-
tion,”” the reporter told me.
"1 think the First Atr Cavalry
Division is really accomplish-
ing something up in the high-
lands.” o

None of the rest of us were
called to enlarge on any of the
points Lt. Col. Clark had made
so apparently the rest of the
press corps alse was impress-
ed, or possibly simply enervat-

I saw some of my correspond-
ent friends from the boondocks
as we left and I stopped and
whispered to one of them thal
I was surprised al how manv
reporters there were in Viel
N;

am.
“There are a lot of people,
nol a lot of reporters.” he whis-
pered back to me.
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raid, (UPI Photo)

Saigon, Jan. 28—American forces fought the Vie:
Cong on three major fronts
cease-fire lull in ground action in South Viet Nam.

today, shattering the po::

In the skies, two U.8, planes
were lost today over South Viet
Nam, and hope was given up for
two others missing since Monday.
The suspension of air strikes
nin{nat North Viet Nam, begun
Christmas Eve, was reported still
in effect.

Two of the Yank forces sur-
prised the Cong with heliborne
swoops along the coastal plain
and touched off heavy fighting.

Héavy Small Arms Fire

In Binh Dinh Province, chop-
pers disgorged elements of the
1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile)
this morning at two landing
zones north of Bong Son, The
GIs, engaged in Operation Mash-
er, came under heawy small arms
fire, Moderate to heavy contact
was reported throughout the day.

In neighboring Phu Yen Prov-
ince, paratroopers of the 101st
Airborne Brigade reported heavy

contact with the VC after piling
onto & landing zone seven miles
north of Tuy Hoa, The airborne
unit and South Korean troops
have been engaged in Operation
Van Buren.

In a third U.S. push, elements
of the 1st Infantry Division oper-
ating 20 miles northwest of gii-
gon slew 12 Viet Cong in Opera-
tion Buckskin,

Allied Casualties “Light”
So far, 87 Reds have been
killed, 11 7EaQtulrerl_‘and 12 sus-

Near 200,00¢
Gls in Viet

Saigon, Jan. 28 (Special)—#
official U.S. announcement
day set the number of Ameri:
forces inside South Viet Nam .
197,000- It is expected they v it
votkl 200,000 next week.

The outlook for 1866 I: =
dotbling of U.S, troop strew. t'
here to 400,000, Infor. .
sources said another 20,000

-40,000 are programmed for it
as a logistical backstop,

Of the 197,000 currently her:
126,000 are Army, 39,000 are 1
rines, 23,000 are airmen, : -
£,000 are Navy.

Jquph Fri

Buckskin drive, against “liy
casualties for allied forces. B 1o -
today’s heliborne assaults, 37 %
had been slain and six captur
with 102 suspects detained
Operation Masher, and Opers
Van Byren accounted for 102 %
killed, 12 captured and 397 su:-
pects detained.

A propeller-driven Skyr:'r
was shot down and its pilot k.1
while supporting Viet Nam~.
troops 25 miles northwes: of
Saigon. A second Skyraider w.
ditched due to engine failure ~ ar
Qui Nhon, but the pilot v -

© Ogeration

picked up safely.

bedy of a marine during Viet Cong



Washington News

S. Koreans to the Rescue

SAIGON, Jan, 27 {UPIl — South
Korean Iroops killed at leasl
half of a Viet Cong force they
found sneaking up behind US.
Army 1st Cavalry Division units
on a sweep 275 miles northeast

of Saigon, a U.S. military
spokesman said today
The ROK forces. out

numbered two-to-one, killed at
least 35 VieL Cong in a region
about 25 miles south of Bong
Son, -where a multi-battalion,
element of the 1st Cavalry is
sweeping the coastal highlands.

The Americans met little
opposition today. Since the
sweep — ‘‘Operation Masher"”
began Monday the
cavalrymen have killed 27 Viet
Cong in a series of small
contacts.

450 SORTIES

The pause in the air war
against North Viet Nam was in
its 35th day, but U.S. planes
yesterday and early today flew
450 combat sorites against Viet
Cong Facilities in the South.

South Vielnamese Premier
Nguyen Cao Ky today strolled

P

o |

TheWNews
Foil Attack on 1st Cav.
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‘ —UPI Photo

Two members of a medical evacuation squad dash across an open ficld under fire lo recover the
body of a marine lilled near Da Nang. They were covered by fire from other Leathernecks.

conspicuously down  Saigon’s
main street to disp rumors
that he had mysteriously
disappeared.

The handspme, mustachioed
Premier said: “Teday I am a
rumor-killer instead of a lady-
killer."

Reports earlie- had swept the
capital that Premier Ky's
whereabouts were not known.

MARINES STRIKE

U.S. Marine units fanning out
on patrols around the Da Nang
airbase reported seven Viet
Cong killed in actions yesterday.
Leatherneck casualtics  were
desoribed as light.

U.S. 1st Infanlry Division
troops closed out the three-day
“Operation Quick Kick™ 30
miles north of Saigon late
yesterday. They reported only
one Viet Cong killed and four
captured. bul large arms
supplies were captured.

The Americans seized a
500-pound bomb. plastic
explosives, 110 gallons  of
kerosene, mortar shells, 600
cariridge casings and seven
Claymore mines along with a

Saigon to Free

24 Hanoi PWs

DA NANG, Viet Nam, Jan. 27
0PI — The South Vielnamese
government  will release 24
North  Vietnamese  prisoners
Sunday and try to send them
across the 17th parallel to North
Viet Nam.

A spokesman said the Hanoi

regime has not indicated
whether it will accept the
He said the

prisoners.
unprecedented release was Epr
humanitarian reasons and in
honor of Tet, the Vietnamese
new year.

quantity of mines still being
constructed.

A South Vietnamese
spokesman today confirmed that
a government pilot flew s tiny
L-19 observation plane into
Cambodia. He said he rri not
know whether the ajrman asked
for political asylum as
Cambodian authorities claimed.

| North Vietnamese Soldier Helpless
| When Cut Off From Food Supplies I

(EDITOR’S NOTE: Charles
Black, Enquirer military
writer, has returned home af-
ter four months in Viet Nam.
He was with men of the 1st
Cavalry  Division  during
many of their recent engage-
ments with Communist guer-
rillas, and his articles on the
war as he saw it will contin.
ue in The Enquirer daily.)

naming its operations to include
the word “bayonet.” 1 met Col.
Brown, in company with Lt
Col. Harold Moore, Lt. Col. Fred,

Charles Black
Reports

Ackerman, Lt. Col. Walter Tul-
ly and Lt. Col. James Mc-
Dade who commanded the three
battalions of 1ist Cavalry sol-
diers who would take up the
iight.

Lt. Col. Moore's First Balta-
lion Seventh Cavalry and Lt

* % ¥

By CHARLES BLACK
Enquirer Military ‘Writer

The little asphalt road which

’ Soldier--

©  (Cbntinned from Page 1)

jnorth of Pleiku, between Pleiku sqme three hours after the ac-

and Kontum, and Lt. Col. Jehn ¢ident.

B. Stockton’s hard flying scouts: Pyt. McElroy was assigned to|

from the First Squadron Ninth (g, A, 8th Battalion, 2nd Traim!

Cavalry were already swoopingling Brigade of the Army Train-

over that terrain in search of ing Center. He is a son of Mr.

targets. and Mrs. Benny N. McElroy.
It didn't work out quite like|Sheffield. )

thal, however. The fights which| Invesligation into the cause of

the Third Brigade found have(the accident is being cominued,

been entered in Vietnamese his-' P10 said.

tory now as the most effective

defeats of North Vietnamese

Army forces in the course of the

war, and they came in the omin-_

ously familiar locations of Chui

led from Pleiku to the Cateka
[Tea Plantation where Lt. Col.

Col. McDade’s Sccond Battalion
Seventh Cavalry are units steep-
ed in the old “Gary Owen”

Harlow Clark's First Brigadel
had its headquarters had be-
come one solid line of (rucks
and jeeps during the afternoon.
Clark fold me that he was
pulling his men out of the fight.
They had been in the field al
most 30 days by new at Binh|
Khe, the Mang Yang Pass and
during the Plei Me campaign.
The trucks were bringing in
men and equipment of Col.
Thomas Brown’s Third Brigade, |
an outfit with a penchant for

spirit of the plains days. Lt. Col.
Ackerman’s outfit, the First

Pong mountain and the Ja
Drang River in quick succes-
sion.

The original operations plan

Battalion Fifth Cavalry, was
one I had been with on a previ-
ous operation and Lt. Col. Tully
was an old friend from Fort
Benning. 1 had been up with his
unit on the perimeter defense
around the An Khe base when
that was a hectic undertaking

with it.
The Third Brigade's opera-

was aimed at finding and fight-
ing. the 32nd PAVN Regiment
which had fled the Plei Me are-

na aller ambushing a South
Vietnamese relief column. The
66th had been hit by Lt Col.
[Stockton's ambush on the Iz
Drang and was known lo be

bat had not been in_the field é:]rking around. Chtt Pong: Marige,

|
n,

The 10lst PAVN Regiment,
{Continued on Page 3, Col. 4)

tion seemed aimed at the area

+ lod ¢AY

n Vietcong Avoid Contact With U.S. Pursuers

From News Dispalches [ to be
SAIGON, Jan. 26 — US.
troops launched another drive:
itlel;ru::s?y ;&:;::obnti ldhuem;x:: ed for ambushes and the seats
‘continued to aveid any sub-'were taken out of their trucks|
\stantial contact with the prob-isg they had to stand facing
+ing troops. ‘outward with guns ready.
. Since the iunar New Year: Vietcong lobbed two mortar
truce ended Sunday nightlshells into the Danang Alr
!South Vietnamese and allied!Base complex early today, but
|forces have sought combat,'they did no damage. Five
.but the Vietcong have limited|people were killed in a mortar
‘their operations largely to ha- attack on the base Tuesday.
rassment and acts of terror: South of Danang, U.S. Ma-
ism. irines ambushed a Vietcong pa-
The new drive by First Cav-|trol and estimated they killed

many detours have
made.
The Cavalrymen were alert-

in action last week. South
Vietnamese forces had 209
men killed and 185 missing.
The Vietcong casualties were
listed as 408 killed and 56 cap-
tured. There were no figures
for government or Vietcong
wounded,

with the administration of Pre-
mier Nguyen Cao Ky,
Vietcong’s Damage
To Routes Revealed
By Jack Foisle
Los Angeles Times
SAIGON, Jan. 26—A US.
X 1 today described

® In Moscow, Pravda re-
ported that Haiphong, North
Vietnam's main port, has been
partially evacuated and mobl
lized in anticlpation of U.S.
alr s$trikes. Pravda’s corre

alry troops in Binhdinh Prov-'six guerrillas.
ince 300 miles northeast dlnestrnyers Shell Targets

1Saigon was reported to " ave,

ikilled 12 Vietcong so far. U.S.! Three Seventh Fleet De-:
casualties were described as Stroyers fired 720 shells at va-
light. :rious suspected Vietcong in-

i 13 lon, t and
‘Highway Now a Trail |smlla ons along the coast and,
The U.S. troops were push-|

US. planes flew more thanj
460 missions against targets in!
ing their way aleng HighwayiSouth Vietnam,
1. which has deteriorated into|

little more than a dirt trail|
with chunks of concrete lying|

In other developments:

® A U.S. spokesman said 21
about. Every bridge has been|Americans were killed,

blown up by the Vietcong and

spondent sald the city looks

the terrorism and sabotage
that go on in South Vietnam
every night,

He emphasized the havoe
the Vietcong inflict upon in-
nocent villagers in the belief
that they are pro-government.
But in most areas the villag.

like a fortress with antl-alr

;craft guns mounted on roofs;

Nearly all children and some.
adults have been evacuated,
he said, i

® Government sources
Saigon reported that a South

Vietnam Air Force pilot, 2d Lt.!
:Nguyen Duc Hien, 31, ﬂcw]m}this, also revealed
polit- |

Cambodia end asked for
ical asylum. The sources said

in’

ers would stay neutral if they
could.

The spokesman also wantrd
to show what damage has
been done by the Vietcong to
communications that keep the
sovernmerit-held areas in
touch with one another.

The spekesman in daing
the Viet-
namese-American inabil.iy, de-
spite the substantial TUS.

. 193/ he was one of several officers buildup that began 10 months
wounded and one was missing,who had become disenchanted ago, to improve the sitvation

THE WASHINGTON POST
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|
in the countryside for the un-
committed peasant.

. Reading from a summary
.of reports by American field
'represantatives, the spokes-
.man estimated that no more
‘than 10 per cent of the entlre
‘Vietnam railroad system is
joperative because of guerrilla
|cuts in the line.

If true, this is worse than
ithe previous low point of
‘last July, when it was offleial-
ly reported that only 30 per

' Mothers March

‘Washington area volunteers
for the Mothers March of the
National Foundation's March
of Dimes will call on their
neighbors this weekend for the
second time this year.
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trench near An Thi, South Viet

Wounded and weary 1st cavalry division
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Bullets Fly, Yanks
Die in Mud of Viet

Correspondent Bob Poos and
Photographer Henri Huet ac-
companied American 1st cav-
alry division troops inio action
on South Viet Nam's ecentral
coast. Here is their report.

REJECTED AGAIN
United States peace pro-

posal again spurned by Viet |
Coug; Peking renews prom-
ise of support to Reds.
Story on page 3.

BY BOB POOS
AND HENRI HUET

AN THI, Viet Nam, Jan. 30 Cole spent an heur in mouth-to-
Up—Out in a shell-pocked no mouth resuscitation trying to re-
man's land, a thick blob of mud, vive one terribly wounded sol-

moved toward our trench, for-
merly communist real estate
but now our haven—and ourici
hospital and mortuary.

The muddy blob was a United |
States infantryman, waundedl

dier. The man died.

In late afternoon, Cole had
vilian casualties to tend to, a

, whole civilian family,

Baby Dies, Family Grieves
They had been hiding in a

minutes earlier when his Plﬂ'lhms in the tiny village near-
toon made another attempt to‘-by' and had suffered from the
reach a clump of palm trees payyle, A baby barely a year old
100 yards away and rout out pog peen pit by shrapnel in Lhe

the Communists.
Neither he nor the platoon :
made it, Now he was crawling

abdomen, arims and legs.

The company commander,

back, bullets splattering around J0¢! Sugdinis of Cornwall Bridge,

him.
Yank Is Wounded

wounded in the hip. A medic,
floundered across American
dead and wounded in the trench, :
a trench of misery with the rain
falling, the bullets cracking and
the wounded piling up.

1t had been the Communists’
{irsl line of defense around this
tiny village on the central low-
lands that the 1st cavalry had
chosen to visit Friday.

The Reds had built it deep
into the sand. The cavalrymen
wrested it from them in charges
across an open rice paddy un-
der withering sniper fire that
cut down several of the cavalry-
men.

Answers Cry of Wounded

Medic Thomas L. Cole, from
Richmond, Va., himself wound-
ed in the head, helped tend the .
wounded, sprawled in the mud
of the trench. He was nearl;
blinded by the bandage wrapped
around his head.

But Cole kept on going, an-
swering the cry of a wounded

Conn., cried out to the father as
he carried the baby near the

He flopped into the trench, | [Continued an page 2. col. 4]

|
i
I

| camB Dlel
‘mran here, a dying man there. |

Marines in Third
Day of Massive
Assault

SAIGON, Viet Nam, Jan, 30
@-United States Ist air
cavalry troops clashed with
North Vietnamese regulars to-
day at Bong Son on the ren-
tral coast and B-52 bombers

from Guam hammered com- ’

munist positions 25 miles to the

north where United States ma- |
rines were in the third day of |
a massive amphibious assault. :

The tempo of an allied new

. Year offensive quickened elae-j
where, United States Ist in-i

fantry division troops opened
Operation Mallet 20 miles:
southeast of Saigon and South:
Vietnamese government forces
launched nine new search-
anddestroy cperations in a
variety of places,
Combination Force
The 1st air cavalry division

.iroops established that the
soldiers lie in,

enemy blocking forces were a
combination of main force Viet
Cong and the 18th regiment of

i
NDRT?{ VIET NAM g-ﬂé

% \
-& 13
ok of

the 325th North Vietnamese di-
vision, a United States army
spokesman in Saigon reparted,
This is the same division that
engaged the Ist cavalry in the
bloody fighting at Ia Drang val-

C

AGAIN FIEHT 6
 FORGES IN VIET

t. Along Goast
! i [Continued From flrst page]

‘ | man said, has between %00 and
141 1,000 men.
| In la Drang valley, about 110
i |miles west of Bong San, the
North Vietnamese lost about
j11.300 dead, American officials
say. The cavalry losses were
279 killed and 600 wounded.
That was the last time that

I

{Face 1t Air Cavalry

the cavalry troopers had en-
| countered the North Vietnam-
(ese division until Operation |

|| Masher. . f
Several thousand marines !
made the biggest ous

amphibj
landiag Friday since Inchon in
Kores but the news was with-
held for security reasous until
1 &
i Hit Three Targets

United States air force B-52s
hit three different target areas
today in support of the marine
assault, dubbed Operation
Eagle, The eight - engine
made saturation bomhing runs
12 miles inland from the marine
* assault area.

The marines came under|
shiper fira from Viet Cong vil: |
 lages prior to the bombing at- |
[ tack.

At one point, the marines
called in an artillery attack
on one complex of huts where
sniper fire was heavy. Marine
casualties were listed as light.

Several more companies of

_special landing force marines
from the carrier Valley Forge
were lifted into inland hill posi-
tons 20 miles south of Quang

[Hgai, a coastal city 325 miles

| northeast of Saigon,

' Rough surf and a low ceiling
slowed operatlons but the ma-

ley in November. The diyision ' rines were steadily building up

has three regiments.
900 to 1,000 Men

A cavalry spokesman said
troopers counted 282 communist
dead after three days of sharp
lighting, He said however, that
4s many as 475 Communists
may have been killed in com-
bived land, air, and artillery

atlacks. The Americans cap-
tured 77 Viet Cong, the spokes- i

man said.
The 18th regiment, the Spolgés-

[Continued on page 4, col. 3 |8

(AP Wirephole)
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WEATHER INPEDES
HTTACKSON NORTH
Jiow Yorll Tl

-Some Strikes Are Called Off
—~0ne Plane Downed but
Pilot Is Saved at Sea

By CHARLES MOHE
Bpecial to The New York Times

SAIGON, Jan. 31 — The
[resumption today of United
States bombing raids against
North Vietnam was restircted
by bad weather.

The alr strikes had been sus-
pended for 87 days since Christ-’
ymas Eve. Today's attacks ap-
jparently had limited results,
imainly because of the weather.

It was learned that some
strikes planned for the day had
been called off. )

Some of the pilots who flew
over North Vietnam described
|antlaireraft fire as “heavy.”
But informed sources sald it
was too early to tell whether
the long cessation in ralds had
allowed the North Vietnamese
to replace destroyed antlalr-
craft positlons and to increase
the danger to pilots,

Rescue Made Near Coast

At least one American plane,
an A-4 Skyhawk fighter-bomb-
er from the carrier Ranger,
went down this morning, ap-
parently from North Viet-
namese ground fire,

The pilot, Lieut. Comdr. Syl-
vester G. Chumley of Lemoare,
Calif,, was rescued by an Air
Force Albatross amphiblous
plane about half a mile off the|
coast of North Vietnam,

Commander Chumley and the,
rescue plane were both under|
fire from shore batterles of'
machine guns and . The'

pilot was quoted as having said.

as he was hauled into the rescu

eraft: B

“I'm in good shape—no sweat.
But I wish they would stop fir-!
ing those damn machine guns.”,
Another pilot who took part|

In today’s raids, First Lieut.'

Jerry Driscoll, a 25-year-old Air
. Foree officer, from Hinsdale,

© P& said in an interview later:

“It was a little scary to be
;!Clmtinued From Page 1, Col. 7

going up North again, but we
kind of expected it, because wel
knew for sure the pause could)
Inot last, really.”

The exact number of planes|
|that raided North Vietnam and
the amount of bombs and other
ammunition expended was not
‘disclosed because of orders from
Washington to restrict the
amount of Information given,

A military eommuniqué said
that Navy "aircraft from the
carriers Ranger and Kitty
Hawk had striuck a number of

targets in the panhandle of,
North Vietnam, far south of |
Hanoi. One flight reported de-
stroying a bridge about 12 miles

th of ol, which is
about 40 miles north of the
J the dividing line

South Vietnam.
Navy aircraft “hit.
bridges, warehouse areas and
s_tora.ge facllities." the comnu-

ledsed their rockets at 200 feet

because of the low ceiling. i
The Air Force reported

strikes by F.105 Thunderchi

7. So far as could be determined, !rockets and 20.mm. cannon fire,

was  the northermmost:
mzde on the first day of|
new phase of bombing,
of the Air Foree
cademy, also participated in a, i
‘erry raid. He described flak|
d ground fire in that raid as
“light to moderate N
' “T've seen wors:

' said Licu-

had gone
n 28 sorties in the North before,
-he pause. “We shot our rockets

Pfc. Lacey Skinner of Birmingham, Ala,, crawls thru mud of rice paddy under
heavy Viet Cong fire near An Thi, South Viet Nam, Troops of United States 1st
cavalry division engaged in 24-hour battle with the enemy- along the central coast,

.

and got out gquick--there is no
point in slaying around tn make

. a target.”

The communiqué ~vd a flight
of Thunderchiefs had strucl: a
“cluster of barg:.” about 25
miles south of the North Viet-
hamese cil: of Vinh, using

Pilots enc-untered “heav:- flak."
In two other m ..ans later
in the day, F-4C Phantor .

‘raided a truck camvoy about 100

miles north of the 17th arallel
and destroyed a bridg. in the
same area,

A military spokesman said
all {rucks in the convoy had

been damaged and that all
pianes had returned safely, de.,
spite heavy
fire from the

automatic-weapons;
Eround. !
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: VIET NAM
VietCongLose|  U-S. Weapons Better, Giap Says

1,100 Menin |z -3
Bloody Baffle

OmumdmePageAl ‘
hssswaelmhﬂmdsz
Acmewan officials did not

B52s From Guam ”z'qd:éu Vit aﬁa josena

Block Any Retreat o o

Toward Cambodia |; t a
e e e

SAIGON, South Viet Nam[' ¥
(AP)—Communist losses were|" in the first day of strikes.

Cambodia Says Plane Shot

" Brsoctated

ESCAPE ROUTE—A wounded 1st Cavalry Division |10 killed or captured in Opere:
soldier limps painfully toward a rescue helicopter, |tion Masher, the big allied drive| , The official Cambodian News
which evacuated members of his unit hit by heavy {0 sm cenfral coastal s Agaﬂcjm hi:oaanS Na mm
Vietcong sniper fire mear Hoaichau in Vietnam, U5, olttary spokeamen: roport H"‘m““% bl
BONGSON, Scuth Vietnam, They called It ome of the| ©POUt 1,000 yards inside Cam-
4 bloodiest fights of the Vietnam.| Dodian in the region of

Feb. 1—Vietcong umits fled
before a reinforced battalion
of United States and Vietna-
mese troops this afternoon. In
a wide sweep 18 mlles morth

of Bongson, the Allied forces|

attempted to clean up and se-
cure the scene of some of the
fiercest fighting of the war.

U.S. officials sald that 208
Vietcong were killed in two
actions yesterday and tonight
involving units of the First
Cavalry Division (air mobile)
and South Vietnamese infantry

participating in  Operation
Masher. US. and South Viet-
namese casualties were de-
seribed as light to moderate.

Elements of the 12th Caval-
ry Regiment yesterday after-
noon had pushed north to a
tiny village bordered on three
sides by paddies.

Troops had settled down for
lunch when heavy sniper fire
came from trees and rein-
forced bunkers. Lt. Cel. Earl
Ingram called for artillery

fire and air strikes, but the ¢

enemy held.

In a separate operation to
the north, a squadron of
South Vietnamese with 12 ar-
mored personnel carriers
heard of the fight and offered
their aid. It was instantly ac-
cepted:

About 5 p.m. the armored
cars peeped through a tree
line about 400 yards to the

east. Accounts vary on what
happened next, but it seems
that an American rifleman
saw the cars and yelled, “It's
the PCs,” meaning personnel
carriers.

Then, according to this ac-|
count, other Americans|

ed fire, mi
ing “PC" for "VC”, meaning
Vietcong.
In any eveni, the Vietna-

mese opencd up with 50-cal,
machine gun ahd rifle fire,
raking the exposed rice field.
The firing lasted about 5 min—
utes as American

screamed into field tele-
phones for them to stop shoot-
in

g.

Finally the Vietnamese got'
positioned and moved off into
the palm groves in pursuit of
the enemy.

Vietnamese,
moved forward, pushing the
Vietcong into a narrow oasis
in the middle of a paddy.
Despite the easualties taken
from machine gun fire from
the armored cars, few Ameri-
:cans had anything but the
highest praise for the South
ietnamese.

' 'i‘m!ay, the Americans and

. comtin-
ued the renewed air was against
North Viet Nam for the third

Humdreds of Bodies Found
U.S. air cavalrymen, South
Vieinamese par: and
South Koreans

U.S. asualties Rise

and
atAnAngaﬂerdmppésgtwn
tanhandswmmcketxon

search and destroy

—United Press International

Tired soldiers of the 1st Cavalry Division, Airmobile, catch a short nap
after engaging Viet Cong forces in Operation Masher near Bongson.

the infantrymen have 17
Communists, capl 1L and
destroyed ] ans and 10

. spokesmen

base camps,
said,

U.S. officials displayed con-
siderable satisfaction with re-
sults of the big A:!‘neman -Viet-

A US. military spok

offensive

mol.mEd that the number uf,
killed, mis: or
capmredinvietﬂam last week
was more than triple that of the
week before.
The spokesman said 57 Ameri-
cans were killed in scﬁmm}é

were
281 wer:;ssmg wqm.ded.m'ﬁe figures
for the week that ended Jan. 22

wmzlkined,m and
Iosmwereput até
cnptured

|5!9 hnsed
while a Vietnamese mwtar_v
See VIET NAM, Page A4

Supported by the Southithe South Vietnamese—afier
the Americansjelaborate consultation ta give

coordination at every level—
moved out from the command
post in the rice field to search.
and destroy the enemy on the-
oasis.

American officers had be-
lieved that there was no es-
cape, .even under cover of
night. But the enemy bad
gone.

mounted m connection with the
lunar New Year celebration.

A spokesman said 1,672 Viet-
namese linked with the guerrilla
movement furned themselves
over to the government last
month, Many carried safe-con-
duct passes, of which some 12

‘million were dropped on Com- ) ﬂ

munist territory to encourage
defections,




